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THERE WILL BE ONE 10-MINUTE INTERMISSION 

 
 
 
 
THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR 

OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS 

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR 

STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, 

IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AU-

THOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED 

STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

PLEASE VISIT:  

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists  

 
“Galileo” is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of 

Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com  



A Note from the Dramaturg 

SPOILER ALERT: This play isn’t really about 

Galileo. 

Sure, it tells the story of the 17th Century as-

tronomer with a certain amount of accuracy 

(although many liberties are taken, including 

the depiction of his daughter, who was actual-

ly a nun). Our playwright Bertolt Brecht was 

more interested, though, in using history to 

make points about his own time. He set his 

plays in far away places and times, like China, 

the Caucasus Mountains, and Europe during the Thirty Years’ 

War. This was intended to create a kind of ‘distancing effect.’  

One further distancing technique was the use of captions that 

spell out actions before they happened, including major twists 

like the deaths of characters. Instead of avoiding ‘spoilers,’ 

Brecht directly confronted his audience with them, asking them 

to think critically about what they were seeing: to focus not on 

what happens, but how it happens. 

Brecht wrote several versions of Galileo between 1938 and 

1954, and we can see in Galileo’s fate a parallel to the rise of 

fascism. The version performed on our stage, though, is from 

1947, and the horror of the atomic bomb was clearly on the 

playwright’s mind when he wrote the final lines. Brecht’s dis-

tancing effects ask us to consider how the characters ended up 

here...and how we today may prevent it from happening again. 

 

-Thomas A. Oldham, Ph.D. 
 

Image: Portrait of Galileo Galilei (c. 1640) by Justus Sustermans (public domain) 
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Mr. Matti/ensemble Zaniel Watts 
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