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A Note from the Dramaturg 

Electricidad is a Chicano adaptation of the ancient 

Greek myth of Electra. There’s a lot to explore here, 

so let’s start with: who is Electra? 

Electra’s father Agamemnon was a hero of the Tro-

jan War (immortalized in Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey-

-a major film of which comes out next year). Upon 

returning from war, Agamemnon was killed by his 

wife Clytemnestra and/or her new lover Aegisthus... 

there are several conflicting versions. All versions, 

though, have a grieving Electra and her brother 

Orestes conspire to kill their mother as revenge. 

This story was rich source material for Greek Tragedy (for more detail, 

see the posters in the lobby), and today it is present throughout the cul-

ture in many ways. You may have heard of the psychological ‘Oedipus 

complex,’ where men supposedly want to kill their father and marry their 

mother. The ‘Electra complex’ is its gender-swapped equivalent: a com-

petition between daughter and mother for possession of the father. This 

also informs the backstory of the Marvel Comics hero Elektra. 

Long story short: there are many versions of this story. This has always 

been true of the great myths. Greek playwrights freely adapted them, as 

did later writers from ancient Rome, Shakespeare’s England, and today. 

In many ways, Electricidad is just one more version. It’s not ancient 

Greece; it’s modern Los Angeles. But it’s still Electra. Luis Alfaro has done 

more than update, though; he has created a distinctly Hispanic world. 

Critics hail Alfaro’s work as “a window into the look, symbols, language, 

and attitudes of cholo/chola culture” while “delivering its message with 

humor and without patronization.” You will see a tragedy, yes, but it is 

also funny, vulgar, and moving. Indeed, you may be shocked at how 

much you relate to a story that is nearly 3000 years old. 
  

-Thomas A. Oldham, Ph.D. 
 

Image: Electra at the Tomb of Agamemnon (1869) by Frederic Leighton (public domain) 

 



THE CAST 

Electricidad Chloe Paulson 

Clemencia Gabriella Lopez 

Ifigenia Bella Carrillo 

Abuela Dalilah Velasquez 

Orestes Frank Villalvazo 

Nino Michael Mondejar 

Electricidad 

La Carmen Kaeya Garcia 

La Connie Haley Sturgeon 

La Cuca Doris Amelia Agard 

LAS VECINAS 

Lugar: City of Los Angeles, The East Side, By the River, 
That house at the end of the street, Over by the freeway 
 ...but some of us are exiled to Las Vegas...  
  ...The city of lights...Electric ones, that is... 
 

Tiempo: Right now, baby 
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