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gast

DOCTOR VAN HELSING - MJ BLENCOE
MINA HARKER - MACKENZIE JOSHUA
LUCY WESTENR & - EMILIE VANDERFORD
MARILLA - ALLYSON RIPPLE
DRUSILLA - RHIANNA TORRES
RENFIELD - HALEY STURGEON
MERCHANT/MILLER - ANISAH ALI"
MAID - CECILIA RAZO
DRACULA - SEAN MURRAY
JONATHAN HARKER - DURAND CARSON

DOCTOR GEORGE SEWARD - ARTURO PENA III

“indicates a senior capstone



A NOTE FROM THE DRAMATURG

According to the Guinness Book of World
Records, Dracula is the most portrayed literary
character of all time. The famous vampire has
appeared in over 500 movies and TV series from
around the world, including iconic performances
from actors Bela Lugosi, Christopher Lee, and
Gary Oldman. Why do we need one more?

Kate Hamill—one of the most produced

playwrights in the country—was a fan of Bram

Stoker’s original 1897 novel but couldn’t help

but notice that some aspects of the book could Prc;?:,fit:;"Bj;lE,O;;h:nff;:L?SD[;ZZi'a’
use an update. Most of Dracula’s victims were

female; it was almost as if they were punished for their sex. Indeed, most
adaptations of the novel (and most vampire stories in general) feature a
dark, brooding man preying on passive women who are either pure,
stainless victims or lascivious trollops who get what they deserve. Hamill
flipped the script in several ways. First, she re-wrote two male
characters—Van Helsing and Renfield—to be played by women. Beyond
that, all her female characters, from Mina Harker to Dracula’s “brides” are
more well-rounded than in other versions. Some even fight back. (For more
on vampires, sex, and gender, see the posters in the lobby.)

Of course, the other main appeal of our new version is the unique challenge

of telling this story for the stage: after all, live theatre doesn’t have the same

techniques for special effects that film does. (Not that this is the first

Dracula play; there are dozens. For example, the 1924 stage version was

highly influential on the famous 1931 movie.) Our entire production team—
including guest artist fight choreographer,
Brandon Sterrett—has risen to the challenge
of staging the impossible: supernatural
creatures, intense fight sequences, and
buckets of blood. Finding the most effective
ways to tell this story has involved trial and
error, sleight of hand, and dozens of hours of
rehearsal. As we enter Fall’s spooky season,
we invite you to enjoy the campy, gory fun that
only live theatre can create.

-Thomas A. Oldham, Ph.D.

Playwright Kate Hamill
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Meredith Melville'
Kevin Loeffler!
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Jordan Z. Hall'
Mark Trevifio
Angela Presser
Brandon Sterrett?
Meredith Melville'
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Zoey Myers
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Madison Coleman

'"TAMU-CC faculty/staff; 2guest artist; all other names are TAMU-CC students. “indicates a senior capstone.



PRODUCTION STAFF (cont.)

Scenic Construction
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The pre-show announcement was recorded by Mackenzie Joshua

Marketing/Graphics Designer Alison Frost'
Production Photographer Rosa M. Lazaro’
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'"TAMU-CC faculty/staff; all other names are TAMU-CC students
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