Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee

Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: 01/23/2026  Meeting Time: 2:00 PM
Meeting Location: *

Note: The approved meeting minutes will be posted publicly per the National Institutes of Health (NIH),
Office of Science Policy (OSP) requirement NOT-OD-25-082. All information on matters not covered by
the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules will be

redacted as allowed in NOT-OD-25-082.

Call to Order:

The Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) met on 01/23/2026

The quorum required is 4. There were 7 voting members and 1 non-voting members present at the start of

the meeting. Quorum was confirmed.

The meeting was called to order at 2:01 PM.

Meeting Attendance:

Meeting Chair: Patrick Larkin, Ph.D.

Voting Full Board Members:

Name Scientific Status
Patrick Larkin, Ph.D. .

(Chair) Scientific, IDNA expert
Jeffrey Turner, Ph.D. Scientific, IDNA Expert
(Vice Chair) and Animal Expert

Harshkumar Bhakta, M.S. Scientific, EHS
Jonda Halcomb, Ph.D. Scientific, Community

Member

Scientific, Community
Yessenia Morris, B.S. Member and Animal

Expert
Lee Lehman, M.S. Scientific, Plant Expert
Boram Lim, Ph.D. Scientific, Kinesiology

Voting Alternate Members: None.

Non-voting Members in Attendance:

Name Scientific Status
Mary Mantle, REEG T, Scientific, Community
REP T. CMEG Member

Members attending by teleconference were confirmed as able to actively participate.

Full Board Members Absent: None.
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IBC Staff: John Scarpa, PhD
Guests: None.

I. Conflict of Interest

Members are reminded to disclose any conflict of interest related to any of the items on the agenda. The
Chair called for any disclosures of conflict of interest. Conflicts were declared and are noted in the
minutes on the relevant items.

I1. Minutes
Minutes from the December 12, 2025, meeting were reviewed.

The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Hearning none, the motion to approve

the December 12, 2025, meeting minutes was made, seconded, and carried.

8:) (ﬁt Vote Type | Comments
|7 |[For | |
|0 |Against | |
I 0 "Abstain ” |
| 0 ||C0nﬂjct of Interest || |
| 0 ||Not present for Vote || |

II1. Old Business
None.

IV. New Business
Chair:

Education: None.

EHS: Lab inspection report (see Lab Inspection section).

F

V. New Studies

e




VI. Tabled Studies
None.

VII. De Novo Reviews
None.



VIII. Annual Reviews
None.

IX. Amendments




IBC Number:
Protocol Title:
Principal Investigator:
Primary Reviewers:
Conflict of Interest:

Lay Summary:

Biohazardous Agents:
NIH Guidelines:

Submission Type:
Biosafety Level:

Change Type:

Change Description:

Change Rationale

PI Turner present at 2:24 PM.

TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0028

Bacterial Source-Tracking in Texas Coastal Bays

Turner, Jeffrey, PhD

Boram Lim, PhD and Jonda Halcomb, PhD

Jeffrey Turner, PhD

The purpose of the research is to identify sources of fecal pollution in
coastal Texas. The research deals strictly with environmental water,
sediment, and oyster samples collected from coastal bays that may
contain microorganisms that pose an infection risk to humans. This
proposed protocol is methodologically based, rather than project
based.

Bacteria, Human feces. Swine feces

III-F: Use of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules for
detection (e.g. probes)

Research Protocol

BSL-2

Project location, personnel change, laboratory procedures, and add
funding source

This amendment adds a new EPA funded project that extends the
scope of the currently approved protocol. Former students will be
removed. Study location will change from Baffin Bay and its
tributaries to Baffin Bay and the Upper Laguna Madre. No longer
contracting Enterolert work with city water utility lab (procedure
will be conducted in house).

A new EPA funded project expands the scope of the currently
approved protocol.

Open Discussion: Dr. Turner noted this amendment was to add new support for doing Phase II of the
project that this protocol covered. A new location was added, but same work. It was noticed during that
gBlock (sDNA) is being used in PCR, therefore, NIH Guideline needs to be checked off in protocol.

PI Turner departed 2:26 PM. (Quorum maintained)

Closed Discussion: Reviewers noted that all PPE and safety considerations are in place for the
modifications requested. NIH guideline section needs to be completed. Committee had no other

comments or issues.



The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Having none, the motion to approve
with stipulations with a permit expiration date of three (3) years was made, seconded, and carried. The
requested changes will be reviewed by the Chair.

(\:; (:Ist Vote Type Comments
|6 |[For | |
I 0 "Against || |
I 0 "Abstain || |
I 1 ||C0nﬂict of Interest ||Tumer |
I 0 "Not present for Vote || |

Stipulation: Complete NIH Guideline section in protocol (III-F).

X. Reportable Events
None.

XI. Lab Inspections

Lab inspections were conducted January 14-16, 2026. There were no major issues. Most labs did not have
their most current protocol version. There was one issue of a PI being in a lab area that is not approved on
their protocol, although it is an approved BSL area. A PI had moved out of the space in fall 2025
semester. ORC will follow-up with an investigation and ask the College about space allocation and then
follow-up with PI to amend their protocol for location and storage. EHS is still working on closeout
procedures for faculty as they leave. EHS has updated the Origami software to include BSL inspection
information so that a PI will receive an email with the inspection issues listed.
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XII. Chair Review




XII1. Miscellaneous
None.

XIV. Closini Comments

The meeting was adjourned at 2:29 PM.





