
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: 02/20/2026      Meeting Time: 2:00 PM 
Meeting Location: 

Note: The approved meeting minutes will be posted publicly per the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
Office of Science Policy (OSP) requirement NOT-OD-25-082. All information on matters not covered by 
the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules will be 
redacted as allowed in NOT-OD-25-082. 

Call to Order: 
The Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) met on 02/20/2026 

The quorum required is 4. There were 4 voting members and no non-voting members present at the start 
of the meeting. Quorum was confirmed. 

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM. 

Meeting Attendance: 

Meeting Chair: Jeffry Turner, Ph.D. 

Voting Full Board Members: 

Name Scientific Status Affiliation Status Attended by 
Teleconference? 

Jeffrey Turner, Ph.D. 
(acting Chair) 

Scientific, rDNA Expert 
and Animal Expert Affiliated Yes 

Harshkumar Bhakta, M.S. Scientific, EHS Affiliated Yes 

Jonda Halcomb, Ph.D. Scientific, Community 
Member Non-affiliated Yes 

Lee Lehman, M.S. Scientific, Plant Expert Affiliated No 

Voting Alternate Members: None. 

Non-voting Members in Attendance: None. 

Members attending by teleconference were confirmed as able to actively participate. 

Full Board Members Absent: Patrick Larkin, PhD, Boram Lim, PhD, Yessenia Morris, BS 

IBC Staff: John Scarpa, PhD 

Guests: Nasrin Hooshmand, PhD (Environmental Science) from TAMU-CC 

I. Conflict of Interest 
Members are reminded to disclose any conflict of interest related to any of the items on the agenda. The 
Chair called for any disclosures of conflict of interest. No conflicts were declared. 

II. Minutes 
Minutes from the January 23, 2026, meeting were reviewed. 












