
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: 08/22/2025      Meeting Time: 2:00 PM 
Meeting Location: FC 165 or Zoom 

 
Note: The approved meeting minutes will be posted publicly per the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
Office of Science Policy (OSP) requirement NOT-OD-25-082. All information on matters not covered by 
the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules will be 
redacted as allowed in NOT-OD-25-082. 
   
Call to Order: 
The Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) met on 08/22/2025 
at FC 165 or via Zoom.  
  
The quorum required is 4. There were 7 voting members and 2 non-voting members present at the start of 
the meeting. Quorum was confirmed.  
  
The meeting was called to order at 2:01 PM. 
 
Meeting Attendance:  
 
Meeting Chair: Patrick Larkin, Ph.D. 

Voting Full Board Members:  

Name Scientific Status Affiliation Status 
Attended by 
Teleconference? 

Patrick Larkin, Ph.D. 
(Chair) 

Scientific, rDNA expert Affiliated  Yes 

Erica Filep, Ph.D.  
(Vice Chair) 

Scientific, Kinesiology Affiliated Yes 

Jeffrey Turner, Ph.D. 
Scientific, rDNA Expert 
and Animal Expert 

Affiliated Yes 

Jonda Halcomb, Ph.D. 
Scientific, Community 
Member 

Non-affiliated Yes 

Yessenia Morris, B.S. 
Scientific, Community 
Member and Animal 
Expert 

Non-affiliated Yes 

Lee Lehman, M.S. Scientific, Plant Expert Affiliated Yes 
 
Voting Alternate Members:  

Name Scientific Status 
Affiliation 
Status 

Attended by 
Teleconference? 

Alfred Sustaita, Jr., B.S. Scientific, EHS Affiliated Yes 
  
Non-voting Members in Attendance:    

Name Scientific Status 
Affiliation 
Status 

Attended by 
Teleconference? 

Boram Lim, Ph.D. Scientific, Kinesiology Affiliated Yes 
Mary Mantle, R.EEG T, 
REP T. CMEG 

Scientific, Community 
Member 

Non-affiliated Yes 



Members attending by teleconference were confirmed as able to actively participate.  

Full Board Members Absent: Harsh Bhakta 

IBC Staff: No present 

Guests: None. 

I. Conflict of Interest 
Members are reminded to disclose any conflict of interest related to any of the items on the agenda. The 
Chair called for any disclosures of conflict of interest. No conflicts were declared. 
  
II. Minutes 
Minutes from the July 25, 2025, meeting were reviewed.  
 
The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Hearing none, the motion to approve 
the meeting minutes was made, seconded, and carried.  

Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  

0 Not present for Vote  

 
III. Old Business  
None. 
 
IV. New Business 
Chair: No items  
 
Education: No items  
 
EHS: We would like to note that yesterday (i.e., August 21), College of Science had a lab safety training 
day for new and returning Teaching Assistants.  
 
Other:  
A)SOP review (100.03 and 300 & 400 series)  
The IBC SOP were sent to specific members for review. Reviewers were to return them early so that all 
members could review them before the meeting. The following changes were made:  
 
100.03(v3) Mission Statement and Authority of the IBC: This SOP was brought back to committee from 
last meeting for requested changes by EHS, which have been completed. Changes were: Corrected title of 
NIH Guidelines in Policy section, I. Updated hyperlinks as needed throughout. Updated TMAU-CC-
15.99.06 in References section. Edited Policy, section V.E. as EHS cannot ensure completion of required 
training. Edited Procedure, II. (remove performs) and II.A. (added performs), and II. C. to indicate EHS 
confirms in iRIS (i.e., compliance software system) that necessary training is complete.  
 



The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Hearing none, the motion to approve 
the reviewed or revised IBC SOP 100.03 was made, seconded, and carried.  

Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  

0 Not present for Vote  

 
300.01(v3) Constitution and Roster of IBC Members: Corrected NIH Guidelines URL links throughout, 
and in Procedure, III. B, corrected instruction location for Analyst Adding Members.  
 
300.02(v3) Types of Members and Appointment Process: Changed unaffiliated to nonaffiliated in 
Definitions… section II, corrected spelling of nonaffiliated in Procedure section I.B.3., changed 
unaffiliated to nonaffiliated and added NIH Guidelines in section I.A.4., and corrected verb tense of 
“removed” in II.B.4, updated NIH URL link in Refences, and in Related SOPS added Template to 300.02 
(Notification, …).  
 
300.03(v3) IBC Registration: Updated office name to new Office of Science Policy and corrected URL in 
Reference links for NIH Guidelines, NIH IBC RMS, and NIH IBC FAQ.  
 
300.04(v3) IBC Member Responsibilities and Evaluation: In Policy, I.B, corrected title to NIH Guidelines 
and in I.E. deleted “was assigned to them. In Policy II.A. deleted “an experienced IBC member” and 
section B as these are IRB related. Corrected URL link in References to NIH Guidelines.  
 
300.05(v3) IBC Chair and Vice Chair Responsibilities and Evaluation: Removed “and chairpersons” from 
Policy, section II, as there are no other chairperson in IBC and removed in Related SOPS, SOP 300.05 
Form as no form 300.05 exists; an online system is used for all evaluations.  
 
300.06(v3) Conflict of Interest of IBC Members: Non-substantial changes: In Purpose section, added “,or 
the individual with the COI is no longer an IBC member.”. In Responsibility section, restructured 2 nd 
sentence and added “management, or conclusion”. In Procedure, II.A., added “that would need to be 
managed and resolved”, II.B., changed “feels like” to believes, changed then to “the member is to”, and 
added new part C. In Procedure, III.A., corrected abbreviation of FCIO to FCOI, and in III.C., corrected 
“exists”, capitalized Chair, and added last sentence regarding submitting a copy of the COI management 
plan to TAMU-CC FCOI Officer. Corrected URL for NIH Guidelines in References.  
 
300.07(v3) IBC Support: Updated NIH Office name in Policy, section I. (OBA is now OSP).  
 
300.08(v4) Education and Training of IBC Members and Staff: Corrected title to NIH Guidelines in 
Policy, II.B., corrected CITI title in Procedure III.A., added “or five (5) years depending on course” in 
Procedure IV.B. to align with new expiration time, and added “Template” to title in Procedure V.C.2.  
 
The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Hearing none, the motion to approve 
the reviewed or revised IBC SOP 300.01, 300.02, 300.03, 300.04, 300.05, 300.06, 300.07, and 300.08. 
was made, seconded, and carried. 



Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Absent  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  

0 Not present for Vote  

 
400.01(v3) IBC Meeting Schedule and Agenda: Corrected SOP number to 400.03 in Related SOPS. EHS 
asked about which inspection reports are referred to in Procedure, section II.C. These are to be any lab 
inspection reports. BMBL is just one part. IBC is informed by EH&S on the safety of a lab through their 
inspections. No edits were suggested.  
 
400.02(v2) Primary Reviewer System and IBC Meeting Preparations: In Responsibility section, grammar 
correction: added “is” in 3 rd sentence.  
 
400.03(v3) IBC Meetings: Added videoconferencing to Policy, section III; updated agency office name in 
Procedure, section I.B to OSP, corrected SOP numbers in Procedure section II.B. (400.05) and in Related 
References (400.03 and 400.05), added “usually the Vice Chair” to Procedure, section XIII, and updated 
NIH Guidelines URL in References.  
 
400.04(v3) IBC Minutes: Minor spelling corrections (an) in Procedure, II.C.7.f. and II.D (proposal), 
added Institutional Official to Procedure VI.A, and added in Procedure VI, new section D (posting of 
approved minutes per NOT-OD-25-082) and its reference with link.  
 
400.05(v3) Guest and Public Attendance at IBC Meetings: Updated hyperlink to NIH Guidelines in 
References. Member asked about the procedure for sharing the virtual meeting link for others wishing to 
attend. All invites or requests should be through the Office of Research Compliance, therefore, contact 
ORC to send meeting links to any other individual not on the committee.  Member asked if it should be 
spelled out that guests may not vote on IBC agenda items. In Procedure, section III. C., it states that 
"Guests may observe only and may not participate during the meeting.", which would cover voting. No 
edits were suggested.  
 
400.06(v2) Consultant Review: Added hyperlink to NIH Guidelines in References.  
 
The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Hearing none, the motion to approve 
the reviewed or revised IBC SOP 400.01, 400.02, 400.03, 400.04, 400.05, and 400.06 was made, 
seconded, and carried.  

Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  



0 Not present for Vote  

 
B) SOP series 500 & 600 will be reviewed at September meeting. Assignments will be sent next week.  
  
V. New Studies 
IBC Number:   TAMU-CC-IBC-2025-0071   

Protocol Title:      
Effects of Varying Storage Conditions on Adrenocorticotrophic 
Hormone (ACTH) Stability   

Principal Investigator:  Omoruyi, Felix, PhD   
Primary Reviewers:   Erica M Filep, PhD and Yessenia Morris, BS  
Conflict of Interest: None. 

Lay Summary:    

The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the stability of 
adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) in plasma under various 
storage conditions, explicitly focusing on temperature, duration, and 
the effects of collection in tubes containing protease inhibitor 
(aprotinin). Since ACTH is highly sensitive to degradation, 
understanding its stability is essential for ensuring accurate clinical 
measurements. This study aims to identify optimal storage 
conditions that minimize analyte degradation, thereby enhancing 
diagnostic reliability in clinical and research settings. 

Biohazardous Agents: Human blood. 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Submission Type:  Research Protocol 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
  

Reviewers had no major issues: biohazards are known, PPE are correct, training is up to date and 
adequate. Reviewer noted that this is intended to be a thesis project, but no student is on project. Student 
is starting this semester and will be added through an amendment after completing all training. It was 
noted that IACUC/IBC Coordinator was listed as a Study Contact. This was accidental and it could not be 
corrected after submission. Coordinator will work with PI to determine how to remove from protocol. No 
other issues. 
 
The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Having none, the motion to approve 
with a permit expiration date of three (3) years and an annual expiration date of one (1) year was made, 
seconded, and carried.   

Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  

0 Not present for Vote  

 
VI. Tabled Studies  
 None. 
 
VII. De Novo Reviews  



None. 
   
VIII. Annual Reviews  
None. 
     
IX. Amendments  
IBC Number:   TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0030 
Protocol Title:      Lumibao Plant-Microbe-Saltmarsh Soil Protocols   
Principal Investigator:  Lumibao, Candice, PhD   
Primary Reviewers:   Lee Lehman, MSc and   
Conflict of Interest: None. 

Lay Summary:  

The primary purpose of the research conducted is to collect, prepare, 
store, characterize, and analyze plants, saltmarsh soil and plant-
associated soil, and their associated microbes from marshes and 
wetland areas. Plant endophytes, such as mycorrhizae and 
rhizobacteria, confer potential benefits to plants by increasing their 
stress tolerance and plant performance when under environmental 
pressures. Given the ubiquitous nature of endophytes and their known 
benefits, it is important to research endophytic fungi and bacteria in 
plants.  

Biohazardous Agents: Environmental Samples 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Submission Type: Research Protocol 
Biosafety Level: BSL-1 
Change Type: Laboratory procedures, Change Funding Source 

Change Description: 

Laboratory procedures: Update current and add additional laboratory 
procedures to reflect current standards in the field. This includes the 
plant DNA extraction protocol and characterizing symbiotic fungi 
(mycorrhiza and endophytes) in plant roots via microscopy. PI 
acquired new grants from the National Science Foundation. 

Change Rationale New funding that expands procedures used. 
 
Reviewer had no issues (biohazards (very low level) have not changed and PPE are correct), but one 
proejct member had "expired" training (needs to re-enroll in OHP).  It was noted that by the meeting the 
person must have submitted and it had been processed as it can be seen that all project participants have 
Active Training. No other issues noted.  
 
Criteria for approval: The IBC determined that the changes as requested do not impact the study’s ability 
to continue to meet the criteria for approval.  
 
The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Hearing no further discussion, the 
motion to approve the requested changes was made, seconded, and carried.   

Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  



0 Not present for Vote  

   
X. Reportable Events  
None. 
 
XI. Lab Inspections 
None. 
 
XII. Biological Safety (BSR) Review 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0029 
Study Title:   CHEM-4402 (Biochemistry II) 
Principal Investigator:  Narendra Narayana, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 09/29/2023 
Expiration Date:     08/19/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 09/28/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-1 
NIH Guidelines: III-E, III-F: Cloning and vector construction in bacteria and yeasts 
Agents Used: Escherichia coli (JM109, non-pathogenic) 
Approval Date 08/19/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0002 
Study Title:   Development of in vitro gingivitis and periodontitis models 
Principal Investigator:  Wei Xu, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 09/12/2023 
Expiration Date:     08/19/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 08/24/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Bacteria 
Approval Date 08/19/2025 

 
XIII. Miscellaneous 
Safety Review/New Students: Member created and reviewed with lab team their emergency plan for their 
BSL-2 area and general lab area so that anyone coming into the area would have the emergency contact 
information. Note: every BSL lab and chemistry lab is supposed to have an emergency plan, see EHS for 
Laboratory Safety Manual and other information at https://www.tamucc.edu/finance-and-
administration/facility-administration/ehs/laboratory.php 
 
Equipment issue: -80C freezer is warming up; noticed on Monday morning and is now about -56C. 
Fortunately, nothing sensitive. It's an old freezer (2015), so no service contract. Have checked with 
different people on campus, but not heard back from anyone. Any suggestions on who to contact to assist 
with checking or servicing? Member suggested reaching out to manufacturer or sales rep to recommend 
who may be able to service.    
 
XIV. Closing Comments 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 19, 2025, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. Attend in person 
(FC 165 in FC 178) or virtually (Zoom). The meeting was adjourned at 2:27 PM. 


