
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: 06/20/2025      Meeting Time: 2:00 PM 
Meeting Location: Zoom and FC 165 

 
Note: The approved meeting minutes will be posted publicly per the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
Office of Science Policy (OSP) requirement NOT-OD-25-082. All information on matters not covered by 
the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules will be 
redacted as allowed in NOT-OD-25-082. 
  
Call to Order: 
The Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) met on 06/20/2025 
via Zoom and at FC 165. 
  
The quorum required is 4. There were 6 voting members and 1 non-voting members present at the start of 
the meeting. Quorum was confirmed.  
  
The meeting was called to order at 2:02 PM. 
 
Mary Mantle entered at 2:03 pm, before any voting items were discussed, and increasing voting members 
present to 7. 
 
Meeting Attendance:  
 
Meeting Chair: Patrick Larkin, Ph.D. 

Voting Full Board Members:  

Name Scientific Status Affiliation Status 
Attended by 
Teleconference? 

Patrick Larkin, Ph.D. 
(Chair) 

Scientific, rDNA expert Affiliated  No 

Erica Filep, Ph.D.  
(Vice Chair) 

Scientific, Kinesiology Affiliated Yes 

Jeffrey Turner, Ph.D. 
Scientific, rDNA Expert 
and Animal Expert 

Affiliated Yes 

Harshkumar Bhakta, M.S. Scientific, EHS Affiliated Yes 

Jonda Halcomb, Ph.D. 
Scientific, Community 
Member 

Non-affiliated Yes 

Mary Mantle, R.EEG T, 
REP T. CMEG 

Scientific, Community 
Member 

Non-affiliated Yes 

Lee Lehman, M.S. Scientific, Plant Expert Affiliated Yes 
 
Voting Alternate Members: None  

Non-voting Members in Attendance:    

Name Scientific Status 
Affiliation 
Status 

Attended by 
Teleconference? 

Boram Lim, Ph.D. Scientific, Kinesiology Affiliated Yes 

Members attending by teleconference were confirmed as able to actively participate.  



Full Board Members Absent: None. 

IBC Staff: John Scarpa, PhD  

Guests: Yessenia Morris (Veterinary Medical Technology) from community.  
 
I. Conflict of Interest 

Members are reminded to disclose any conflict of interest related to any of the items on the agenda. The 
Chair called for any disclosures of conflict of interest. No conflicts were declared. 
  
II. Minutes 
Minutes from the March 28, 2025, meeting were reviewed.  
 
The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Having none, the motion to approve 
the meeting minutes was made, seconded, and carried.  

Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  

0 Not present for Vote  

 
III. Old Business  
None. 
 
IV. New Business 
Chair:  
A) The Chair noted to the committee the Chair approvals of annual reviews and amendments since last 
meeting.  
B) Review of "environmental samples" and Disaster Management Plans. As we are in hurricane season, a 
PI asked EHS about moving a number of refrigerators/freezers with environmental samples to a storage 
area with an electrical backup generator. Environmental samples from non-contaminated areas are not 
considered biohazardous. The samples being discussed are under a protocol with BSL-1 categorization 
although samples may contain elevated RG2 organisms as they are from known contaminated areas. EHS 
would like to move these units with biohazardous samples only once until a generator is installed (~2yrs). 
They are looking for an area.  
C) Yessenia Morris, potential member, was introduced to committee. She is a licensed veterinary 
technician. She will be a non-affiliated community member and animal expert.  
 
EHS: The biosafety cabinet (BSC) annual inspection has been completed. New expiration date for all 
BSC is June 13, 2026.  
 
Other:  
A) The NIH Implementation of the U.S. Government Policy for Oversight of Dual Use Research of 
Concern (DURC) and Pathogens with Enhanced Pandemic Potential (PEPP) that were to go into effect on 



May 6, were rescinded (NOT-OD-25-061).  Coordinator will double check if IBC Members have the 
DURC module in our CITI training.  
B) Coordinator noted that the NIH NOT-OD-25-082 implementation goes into effect with this meeting. 
IBC rosters will be publicly available at the NIH RMS site. We also have the committee roster listed on 
the university website. It has been recommended to remove meeting schedules and rosters from university 
websites. Committee to discuss at next meeting if the committee roster on the university website should 
be maintained or removed. It had been established for transparency to the university community. Meeting 
minutes (redacted as allowed) will be be placed on website after they are approved at next convened 
meeting. There is a new tab on the IBC site for meeting minutes. System has suggested an edit to the lead 
paragraph on that page. Committee agreed with edit (add language that we do not do DURC/PEPP 
research) for paragraph; Coordinator will request edit to webpage.  
C) The IBC SOP review is upcoming as all need review by October. Coordinator requested that SOP 
review be spread out beginning in July and finishing in Oct. Members would receive 1-2 for review at 
each meeting. Committee members had no opposition.  
D) Disaster Management Plans (DMP): If your lab has a DMP, it should be reviewed, updated, and 
signed by team members annually. The Weather Alert (Storm Geo) subscription may be found at 
Emergency Management, Preparedness - https://www.tamucc.edu/finance-and-administration/facility-
administration/ehs/emergency-management.php 
E) IBC Meeting Schedule. The meeting dates had been reviewed via email between convened meetings.   
  
V. New Studies 
None. 
   
VI. Tabled Studies  
None. 
 
VII. De Novo Reviews  
None. 
  
VIII. Annual Reviews  
None. 
    
IX. Amendments  
None. 
   
X. Reportable Events  
 
IBC Number:   TAMU-CC-IBC-2024-0063   

Protocol Title:      
Exploring the Therapeutic Potential of Plasmonic Nanoparticles for 
Different Cancer Cell Lines under Biosafety Level 2 Conditions   

Principal Investigator:  Hooshmand, Nasrin, PhD   
Primary Reviewers:   Patrick Larkin, PhD and Harshkumar Bhakta, MSc  

Lay Summary:    

The use of plasmonic nanoparticles in the diagnosis and treatment of 
cancer represents a important advancement with the potential to 
significantly impact society. These nanoparticles, characterized by 
their unique optical properties, can be engineered to target cancer cells 
with high specificity and sensitivity. In diagnostics, plasmonic 
nanoparticles enhance imaging techniques, enabling the early 
detection of cancer at its most treatable stages. Their ability to convert 
light into heat is harnessed in photothermal therapy, selectively 
destroying cancer cells while minimizing damage to surrounding 



healthy tissue. This dual application not only improves treatment 
outcomes but also reduces side effects, offering a more precise and 
effective approach to combating cancer. The continued development 
and integration of plasmonic nanoparticle technology into clinical 
practice is crucial for advancing cancer care, ultimately improving 
survival rates and quality of life for patients worldwide. 

Biohazardous Agents: Human Cell Lines 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Submission Type:  Research Protocol 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
Event Date:  May 9, 2025 
Event Type: Failure to obtain IBC approval 

Event Description: 

Receiving and Possession of Biohazardous Agents before IBC 
Approval: We received cell lines that were not included in our 
approved protocol. Although we attempted to cancel or delay the 
shipment prior to its arrival in order to update the protocol, the vendor 
did not take any action. Amendment was immediately submitted. 
 

Discussion: The incident was reported by the PI. PI submitted an amendment after notifying ORC of 
incident. Amendment was reviewed and approved by Chair. Incident report reviewers had no comments. 
Committee had no further questions, comments or concerns as biosafety procedures were followed for 
receiving and storage of cell lines, and an amendment was submitted and approved to update protocol 
with added cell lines. 
 
The Chair invited additional comments, questions, and/or concerns. Having none, the motion to approve 
the incident report was made, seconded, and carried.  

Vote 
Count 

Vote Type Comments 

7 For  

0 Against  

0 Abstain  

0 Conflict of Interest  

0 Not present for Vote  

 
The incident is not reportable to NIH, Office of Science Policy. 
 
XI. Lab Inspections 
None. 
 
XII. Chair Review 
A) Annual Reviews 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0010 
Study Title:   BIOL-2421 
Principal Investigator:  Gregory Buck, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 06/16/2023 
Expiration Date:     04/11/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 06/15/2026 



Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Bacteria 
Approval Date 04/11/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0011 
Study Title:   Isolation of Vibrio species from environmental samples 
Principal Investigator:  Gregory Buck, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 06/21/2023 
Expiration Date:     04/11/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 06/20/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Bacteria 
Approval Date 04/11/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0023 
Study Title:   Blood, Urine, Saliva, Sweat Collection 
Principal Investigator:  Erica M Filep, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 08/11/2023 
Expiration Date:     06/03/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 07/21/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Human bodily fluids 
Approval Date 06/03/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0035 
Study Title:   Core Temperature Assessment using Rectal Thermometry 
Principal Investigator:  Erica M Filep, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 07/21/2023 
Expiration Date:     06/03/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 07/20/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Human bodily fluids and feces 
Approval Date 06/03/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0030 
Study Title:   Lumibao Plant-Microbe-Saltmarsh Soil Protocols 
Principal Investigator:  Candice Lumibao, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 08/25/2023 
Expiration Date:     04/21/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 08/24/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Environmental samples 



Approval Date 04/21/2025 
 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0016 
Study Title:   Functional Morphology of Marine Mammal Genitalia 
Principal Investigator:  Dara Orbach, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 09/05/2023 
Expiration Date:     05/14/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 08/24/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Mammalian (non-primate) Bodily Fluids 
Approval Date 05/14/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0019 
Study Title:   Storage Protocol - Tidal Hall 
Principal Investigator:  Ioana Pavel, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 09/11/2023 
Expiration Date:     04/21/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 08/24/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

NIH Guidelines: 
III-F: Use of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules for detection 
(e.g. probes), III-E, III-F: Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic 
acid molecules in cultured cells 

Agents Used: BL21(DE3)pLysS competent cells, Bacteria, Human cell lines. 
Approval Date 04/21/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0005 

Study Title:   
High-throughput non-destructive enumeration and characterization of CTCs 
in whole blood by a thin film "tactile" microfluidics and holographic 
interferometry 

Principal Investigator:  Jian Sheng, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 10/12/2023 
Expiration Date:     05/04/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 09/28/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Human cell lines, human blood 
Approval Date 05/04/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0006 
Study Title:   Storage protocol for biohazardous agents 
Principal Investigator:  Jian Sheng, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 08/25/2023 
Expiration Date:     05/04/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 08/24/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 



Agents Used: Bacteria, Human blood, environmental samples 
Approval Date 05/04/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0004 

Study Title:   
The Impact of Biological, Physical and Chemical Processes on the Fate of 
Oil Spills bridging small scale processes with meso-scale modeling 

Principal Investigator:  Jian Sheng, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 07/21/2023 
Expiration Date:     03/31/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 07/20/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-1 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Bacteria 
Approval Date 03/31/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0007 
Study Title:   Understanding biological interactions utilizing engineering techniques 
Principal Investigator:  Jian Sheng, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 06/21/2023 
Expiration Date:     03/31/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 06/20/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-1 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Bacteria 
Approval Date 03/31/2025 

 
B) Amendments  
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2024-0063 

Study Title:   
Exploring the Therapeutic Potential of Plasmonic Nanoparticles for 
Different Cancer Cell Lines under Biosafety Level 2 Conditions 

Principal Investigator:  Nasrin Hooshmand, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 11/15/2024 
Expiration Date:     11/14/2025 
Full Renewal Date: 11/14/2028 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 
Agents Used: Human cell lines 
Approval Date 05/08/2025 

 
Study Number:      TAMU-CC-IBC-2023-0016 
Study Title:   Functional Morphology of Marine Mammal Genitalia 
Principal Investigator:  Dara Orbach, PhD 
Outcome: Approved 
Initial Approval: 09/05/2023 
Expiration Date:     05/14/2026 
Full Renewal Date: 08/24/2026 
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 
NIH Guidelines: N/A 



Agents Used: Mammalian (non-primate) Bodily Fluids 
Approval Date 05/18/2025 

 
XIII. Miscellaneous 
None. 
 
XIV. Closing Comments 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 25, 2025, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. Attend in person (FC 165 
in FC 178) or virtually (Zoom).  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:40 PM. 
 


