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 Today, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi provides more than 10,000 
students with a challenging academic curriculum that offers new 
programs ranging from a cooperative Ph.D. in nursing, to a bach-
elor’s degree in mechanical engineering, and a minor in philoso-
phy. The Island University’s tropical surroundings also incorporate 
five research centers that enable our faculty and students to conduct 
ground-breaking research. Among these projects are the Unmanned 
Aerial Systems Initiative which is developing applications for wild-
life inventory, border security, and hurricane research and monitor-
ing; and the Plasma Engineering Research Lab where technologies 
are being developed for science, engineering, and biomedical ap-
plications.
Our goal for tomorrow is clear. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi is com-
mitted to becoming one of the leading centers of higher education 
in the Gulf of Mexico region while serving the intellectual, cultural, 
social, environmental and economic needs of South Texas. We are 
proud to be leading South Texas into the 21st century. By prepar-
ing graduates for lifelong learning and responsible citizenship in the 
global community we are ensuring that tomorrow’s future is even 
brighter than today’s, both for our graduates and for the world in 
which we live.
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Blowing 
in the Wind

Take a look around. The wind turbines dotting the landscape of the 
Island University are just the most visible sign of Texas A&M-Cor-
pus Christi’s commitment to a new era in innovation. From harness-
ing wind and solar energy to constructing buildings to the U.S. Green 
Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 

specifications, we are among the leaders in developing and 
utilizing green technology for academic, research, 

and economic purposes.
 The key to success in the global communi-
ty is to “Grow Smarter,” a philosophy that is at the 
heart of the University’s role as the leading insti-
tution of higher learning in South Texas. As all 
Texas universities become more reliant on the 
support of friends and alumni who understand 
the importance of investing in the future, it is 
our responsibility to make the most of our re-
sources while providing our students with a 
superior education and investing in careers 
and research that are vital to the economic 
and social well-being of the Coastal Bend.

is produced in fall and spring by the Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi Office of Marketing & 
Communications, part of the Division of Institutional 

Advancement. Content in the magazine is designed to enlighten the University’s alumni 
and friends on Texas A&M-Corpus Christi’s people, programs and activities. Comments and 
editorial ideas should be sent to:
The Islander c/o Office of Marketing & Communications, 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5726, Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-5726

ON THE COVER
Dr. LD Chen, Edy Valdes, Amanda Ibanez 
and Brian Rudacil look over the four wind 
turbines as they went up during the 
spring semester in front of the newly-named 
engineering building.
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Welcome to the future.
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Q. You were a swimmer for 
Puerto Rico in the 1964 Olym-
pics in Tokyo. With roots on an 
island so many miles away, how 
did you end up here?

A. Growing up in Puerto Rico, edu-
cation was very important. I had two 
brothers. My parents made sure that 
the three of  us had gotten an education. 
My dad had not gone to college so that’s 
what he wanted us to do. We were sent 
to private schools to get the best education 
we could. Then I came to the states to go 
to college, thinking someday I would go 
back, but that never happened. 

Q. How did you end up mak-
ing Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
home? 

A. An opportunity came up in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. I had to look it up on 
a map. When I arrived, I was greeted 
by students. I fell in love with Corpus 
Christi. The campus was incredibly 
small, but it was all about serving His-
panic students in South Texas, students 
who had never gone to college. I thought 
that’s where I really wanted to be and 
make a living. 

Q. You were part of  helping 
make the transition to a four-
year university. What was it like 
to be part of  that planning pro-
cess and actually making that 
dream a reality? 

A. I’ve served with every president that 
the university has had so far, so I’ve seen 
changes. It’s fascinating to see that with 
each president, it was the right person for 
the right time. (In 1994,)
	 I	will	 never	 forget	 that	 first	 orienta-
tion, those students walked in. They were 
real faces to real students that we had 
been planning for, four years. It was in-
credible.

Q. We all see the many contri-
butions that you have made to 
this University. What are the 
contributions of  which you are 
most proud? 

A. People that know me know I love the 
University and I love my family. Those 
are the two most important things to me. 
We just did an evaluation of  the Divi-
sion of  Student Affairs, and everything 
is in great shape. The fund balances are 
in very good shape. And we just won a 
national award. 

Q. Tell me about the en-
dowment you started at 
the University. 

A. We established the Dr. Eliot 
and Merita Chenaux Endowed 
Scholarship because one of  the 
hardest parts of  my job is seeing 
students who really want to do well 
having to work so many hours to 
make ends meet. If  they just had 
a scholarship, they might be able 
to raise their GPA, and concen-
trate more on their studies. I had 
scholarships. They helped me get 
through school.

Q. What will you miss most 
about Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi?

A. The people. I told Dr. Killebrew that 
if  he needs anything that I will be here, 
whether it’s talking to donors or talking 
to students. I’m going to miss the fac-

ulty members, homecoming parades, and 
talking to students. 

Q. What is the first thing you 
plan to do immediately after 
starting your retirement?

A. I don’t want to have a schedule. I 
just want to slow down and visit my 
grandkids and my children. I cannot 
imagine a better life than what I’ve 
lived. It has been wonderful. 

Dr. eliot chenaux retires on May 31, 2012. He joined the faculty at what was 
then Texas A&I University-Corpus Christi in 1976 as an assistant professor of 
Spanish and, in 1991, became dean of students. For the last 13 years, he has 
served as vice president for Student Affairs. Recently, he spoke with Dr. Kelly 
Quintanilla, dean of the College of Liberal Arts, about his 36 years at the  
Island University.

camPuS BRIeFS

Dr. Killebrew elected to Sac Board
University President Flavius Killebrew is serving on the board of  trust-
ees of  the Southern Association of  Colleges and Schools Commission 
on Colleges, the regional body for the accreditation of  degree-granting 
higher education institutions in the Southern states. Killebrew’s three-
year term will run through Dec. 31, 2014.
 The board, which represents approximately 800 member institu-
tions, determines commission policy, reviews and makes decisions re-
garding the accreditation of  higher education institutions in the South-
east, and forwards proposed modifications of  accreditation standards to 
the membership for a final vote.

Bill cone Named Interim Director of  
coastal Bend Business Innovation center
Bill Cone has been named interim director of  the University’s Coastal Bend Business Innovation Center. The 
Center promotes small business development and entrepreneurial economic development in the Coastal Bend. 
 Cone previously served as executive vice president at Kleberg Bank in Corpus Christi; regional president of  
Wells Fargo/Norwest Bank Texas; and as president and chief  executive officer of  Citizens Bank in New Braunfels, 
Texas. He earned his BBA in Finance from the University of  Texas and graduated with distinction from the South-
western Graduate School of  Banking at Southern Methodist University.

Dr. Richard mclaughlin appointed to outer 
Continental Shelf Scientific Committee
Dr. Richard McLaughlin, endowed chair for marine police and law at 
the Harte Research Institute for Gulf  of  Mexico Studies, is one of  
15 experts appointed to a three-year term on the Outer Continental 
Shelf  (OCS) Scientific Committee, a group that advises the Bureau 
of  Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) regarding development of  
Outer Continental Shelf  energy and mineral resources.  
 OCS Scientific Committee members are selected for their expertise 
and reputation in the scientific community and ability to represent im-
portant elements of  BOEM’s research and science information needs. 

Dr. luis cifuentes 
leads Research coordination Network
Dr. Luis Cifuentes, interim vice president for Research, 
Commercialization and Outreach, is principal investigator for 
the Research Coordination Network CE3SAR (Climate, Energy, 
Environment and Engagement in Semiarid Regions), which 
is accessing the availability and use of water in South Texas 
among other resources. 
	 Funded	by	a	five-year	$750,000	National	Science	Foundation	
grant, the network is focusing on the effects of changes in the 
region’s climate, energy production, and environment region, 
and the impact these changes will have on the area’s increasing 
Hispanic population over the next 20 years. 36

yEARS

of Service, Growth and Pride

1976
Summer 1976 – Chenaux 
begins his career at the 
University as assistant 
professor of Spanish

1991
Chenaux begins his position 
as senior student affairs 
officer/dean	of	students 1999

Chenaux becomes Vice 
President for Student Affairs 

May 31, 2012 – Chenaux 
retires from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi. 2012

See it for yourself! 
Play the video at TAMUCC.edu



Blowing 
in the Wind

On a balmy January afternoon, Enes yilmazer loads his sail-
board into his SUV and heads for the beach where the waters of 
the Gulf of Mexico lap onto the shores of Ward Island, home to  
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. The warm temperatures 
and steady winds are typical for this time of year in the Coastal 
Bend and the world champion windsurfer seizes the opportunity 
to get in some practice time before heading to the school library 
to work on a class assignment.
 

a full academic course load, serves as vice president of  
the Corpus Christi Windsurfing Association, and is a 
member of  the Turkish Student Association. 
 Through his journeys, Yilmazer has also made many 
friendships, some that will last a lifetime. He met Avery 
Merrifield, a communications major from League City, 
Texas, when they became roommates in 2009 and, al-
though Merrifield graduated a year later, the two still keep 
in touch and occasionally surf  together. 
 “Enes is really passionate about everything he 
does,” says Merrifield, a roofing sales representative. “It 
was really cool to be able to exchange cultures and learn 
about our similarities and differences. I never thought 
that I would make a close friend from Turkey. He is very 
business centered so we always talked about different 
business ideas, which were beneficial to both of  us.”
 Venesha Irurhe, a marketing major from Jamaica, 
was introduced to Yilmazer through mutual friends. 
During her recent holiday trip to Turkey, she commu-
nicated via Facebook with Yilmazer, who gave her tips 
on what foods to try and places to check out. She even 
visited his hometown.  
 Back on campus, Irurhe, meets up with Yilmazer 
and other friends between classes and on weekends. She 
describes him as “friendly and down-to-Earth,” but it’s 
his ability to keep up with his studies despite extensive 
traveling, that really impresses her.
 “I’m amazed that he can balance traveling all over 

the world with being a good 
student,” she says. “When 
we’re in the library, he is usu-
ally there studying.”
 Yilmazer calls Corpus 
Christi his second home and, 
through his penchant for com-
munity service, has made con-
nections with city leaders.

 “I feel that I have bonded with this community,” 
he says. “Corpus Christi has a great future, and if  I can 
be a part of  that, more power to me.” 

FeatuReS

2006
IFCA Slalom youth World 
Championship, third place

2007
IFCA Slalom youth World 

Championship, second place

2008
IFCA Slalom youth World 
Championship,	first	place	

2009
IFCA Slalom youth World 
Championship,	first	place

2010
Nominated as a Successful 

Athlete by the Turkish Sports 
Federation

2010-2011
Turkish Slalom  

Championships,  
second place

2011
PWA Under Age 22 Slalom 
World youth Championship, 

first	place

caReeR hIGhlIGhtS:

“corpus christi hides a 
world-class windsurfing 

destination right in our 
nation’s backyard.”

Windsurfing	Magazine	-	June	2009

It’s an ideal world for the reigning world champion 
in the PWA Men’s Slalom U22 World Youth division, 
but it didn’t happen by accident. By the time he was 
16, Yilmazer was already planning for the day when 
he would leave his home in Alacati, Turkey, for a uni-
versity where he could pursue a business degree and 
train for major competitions year round. In the end he 
decided that, with its outstanding academic programs 
and sub-tropical climate, the Island University offered 
the best of  both worlds.
 “What I love most about windsurfing is the free-
dom,” says Yilmazer. “When you get on the water, you 
only focus on you and water. You isolate yourself  from 
your own life and windsurfing is the thing that matters 
most.”
 In 2007, Yilmazer came to the Island University 
to take advantage of  bountiful wind and ideal weather 
conducive for year-round wind surfing and he hasn’t 
been disappointed. The windsurfing community at 
large has also taken note. 
 “Corpus Christi hides a world-class windsurfing 
destination right in our nation’s backyard,” says Wind-
surfing Magazine from June 2009. 
During January of  this year, temperatures climbed into 
the upper 70s and, according to the National Weather 
Service, fastest sustained winds exceeded 35 mph. 
These optimum conditions have led to more practice 
time and more awards.
 “The weather in Corpus 
Christi allows me to participate 
in water sports 12 months out 
of  the year,” says Yilmazer, who 
windsurfs on the beach in front 
of  the University. “In Turkey, 
windsurfing is more of  a season-
al sport because the weather is so 
cold.”
  Yilmazer, who discovered the sport when he was 
13, regularly competes in major events from Miami, 
Fla., and Maui, Hawaii, in the United States, to the 
Mediterranean countries of  Turkey and Spain, as well 
as the Canary Islands off  the northwest coast of  Af-
rica. Despite a demanding schedule, Yilmazer, handles 

“The weather in Corpus 
Christi allows me to 
participate in water 

sports 12 months out of 
the year.”

See it for yourself! 
Play the video at TAMUCC.edu

alacati

S P R I N G  2 0 1 2  ■  T H E  I S L A N D E R   |   54   |   T E X A S  A & M  U N I V E R S I T Y - C O R P U S  C H R I S T I  ■  S P R I N G  2 0 1 2

Photo Credit: Jerome Houyvet



Special education students face 
plenty of challenges at school, 
from physical to social, to emo-
tional. Dr. Karen McCaleb, asso-
ciate professor with the College 
of Education, is working to ease 
a challenge especially key to their 
futures: learning. 
 The Digital Book Project 
is allowing disabled students to 
take charge of their education 
and meet TEKS (Texas Essen-
tial Knowledge and Skills) state 
curriculum standards by present-
ing material in formats they can 
access, sometimes literally in the 
blink of an eye. 
 “We know that kids with 
severe cognitive and physical dis-
abilities can learn, but they’ve not 
always had ways to learn,” McCa-
leb says. “Digital books provide 
access to the general education 
curriculum, and we can present 
and teach it to the child on what-
ever level they may be.”
 McCaleb, an expert on edu-
cating students with severe and 
profound disabilities, created the 
Digital Book Project with Kim-
berly Cook, an assistive technol-
ogy specialist at the Education 
Service Center, Region 2. The 
project enables kindergarten 
through grade 12 students with 
disabilities to learn the same con-
cepts and vocabulary words as 

Most people who think of elite sports training imagine running, 
weightlifting, or practicing the physical mechanics of a sport’s par-
ticular motion. They generally don’t think of an athlete reacting to a 
panel of illuminated buttons or wearing 3-D glasses while manipulat-
ing digital images.
 This sort of training for the eyes, however, is a new frontier of 
elite performance sports, one that a research team in Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi’s Department of Kinesiology is helping 
pioneer. Since 2006, Kinesiology Professor Frank Spaniol and his 
research team have studied the relationships between visual skills and 
athletic performance. 
 “Just by observing an athlete, you can usually see if they’re strong 
or if they’re fast,” says Spaniol, one of the nation’s leading experts on 
biomechanics. “It’s hard to determine 
how well they can see. We’ve consis-
tently found that the best athletes 
also have the best visual skills.”
 Spaniol stresses that visual skills 
should not be confused with visual 
acuity which depends on the sharp-
ness of the retinal focus within the 
eye and is often correctable. Athletes 
with corrected eyesight can still perform at top levels, but those with 
poor visual skills rarely make the elite ranks. 
 The team’s research has revealed that athletes can train and 
improve visual skills just as they can other physiological attributes. In 
professional sports where players spend years honing and fine-tuning 
their skills, the discovery of another realm for improvement can trans-
late to a new edge on competition.  
 Most recently, the Kinesiology research team has begun investi-
gating the effects of age on athletes’ vision. Preliminary data suggests 
that as they age, athletes’ visual skills typically decline. In this era of 
star veteran athletes striving to extend their careers in professional 
sports, the opportunity to stem the decline of visual skills can literally 
be worth millions.

 This pioneering research from the 
Island University has made waves in ath-
letic programs around the world. Spaniol 
has presented the team’s research findings 
at conferences in Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
and Shanghai, China, as well as Portugal’s 
Olympic training center in Lisbon, and the 
U.S. Olympic Training Center in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. He is working with the United 
States Tennis Association to investigate the 
effect of visual skills on tennis performance, 
and he has discussed his findings on ESPN 
Radio Chicago. 

 Spaniol and Dr. Randy Bonnette have 
worked spring training with Major League 
Baseball teams including the Cincinnati Reds 
and Milwaukee Brewers. In addition, Spaniol 
and fellow researcher Dr. Jay Dawes have 
been named fellows of the National Strength 
and Conditioning Association, an honor 
bestowed upon fewer than 60 people in the 
history of the 30,000-member professional 
organization.  
 The 5,000-square-foot biomechanics lab, 
part of the 140,000 square-foot, state-of-the-
art Island Hall that houses kinesiology and 

nursing programs, has helped the researchers 
produce some of the world’s leading stud-
ies on visual skills and sports performance. 
Facilities include drop-down nets for indoor 
batting and throwing, and 3-D video and 
motion analysis equipment, and vision train-
ing technology including Dynavision D2 and 
Vizual Edge. 
 “We definitely have one of the leading 
sport science research facilities in the United 
States,” Spaniol says. “Island Hall has had 
a dramatic impact on our ability to conduct 
world-class sport science research.”

Developing the new competitive eDge

In PlaIn SIghtIn PlaIn SIghtin plain Sight
their peers, even if they aren’t able 
to turn a page or listen to a lec-
ture.
 “Electronic books mean 
easier access for more people,” 
McCaleb says. “Electronic for-
mats are more easily manipulated 
to meet individual needs, and 
they’re more flexible in tutorial 
design. We want each book to be 
strong in content, flexible, univer-
sally designed, simple 
to create, and easy to 
share.”
 McCaleb and Cook 
have fine-tuned a tem-
plate that presents on-
screen content in plain 
black type against a 
white background. Each page 
is designed to present a single 
graphic and a manageable amount 
of text. They chose PowerPoint 
to create templates, due to its ease 
of use and its wide availability on 
school and home computers.
 The single switch action of 
moving forward or backward 
through pages is alternate mouse 
compatible, allowing students to 
access the books through assis-
tive technology customized to 
their abilities. Students with very 
limited mobility may control a 
computer by blinking their eyes 
or using their mouths or cheeks. 
Other students might use a joystick, 

Students with very limited mobility 
may control a computer by blinking 

their eyes or using their mouths or cheeks. 

evolving technology to overcome DiSabilitieS

touchpad, trackball, or other device.
 This isn’t the first project to create digital books for special needs 
students, but according to teacher feedback, it has proven the most 
effective. Anyone can write and submit books, but each submission is 
edited by educators and is specifically aligned with grade level and cur-
riculum requirements.  The flexibility of the templates allows teachers 
to easily change colors, text size, content, and backgrounds to fit indi-
vidual students’ needs. 

 Demand for the books is exploding as word gets out among teach-
ers and researchers. McCaleb and Cook have presented the Digital Book 
Project at national conferences and are in the midst of launching a free 
online library. As big a difference as the program is making to teachers, 
the greater impact lies with the students using it.
 “Any book that’s up here can be modified to fit any kid’s needs,” 
McCaleb says. “A child with special needs doesn’t necessarily have to 
learn in the same way as everyone else. But they have to learn.”

the team’s research has revealed that 
athletes can train and improve visual skills 

just as they can other  
physiological attributes.
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Dada Da da Da Da…  Recharge!

Izzy shows off his dance moves to the crowd 
during a Decemeber basketall game.

“Izzy the Islander” was light on his feet 
as he dashed down the court, executed a series 
of back flips, and showed off break dance 
moves to cheering fans. The grand entrance 
during the men’s basketball game against 
Texas Tech last December was the much-antic-
ipated introduction of the University’s restyled 
mascot, a transformation that was months in 
the making.

Last year, a group of student leaders, 
alumni, faculty, and staff met for a semester 
to discuss ways to revamp the University’s 
beloved mascot. In the end, everyone agreed 

FeatuReS FeatuReS

on new accessories for Izzy that reflect the 
unique Islander lifestyle while also allowing 
him the flexibility to safely show off his game-
day toughness on the sidelines. For weeks 
prior to the game, the “Izzy Recharge” project 
was captured on video with fans going to the 
University’s website to witness the Islander 
mascot evolve into a 21st century warrior. 

Followers were able to immediately pick 
up on the most distinct changes including: 
a more sculpted physique and snazzy board 
shorts to replace a stringy grass skirt. Other 
major upgrades included the addition of a 

game face, a more compact mask, and “pearly 
whites,” so Izzy can flash a winning smile. 

Izzy fans like alumnus Chris King 
(BA’06, MS’11) who “bleed blue and green” 
have kept up with the mascot’s transformation 
via the University’s Facebook page and shared 
their comments. 

“When I was a student we still had 
‘Tarpie,’ and to see where we’ve gone with our 
mascot is pretty cool,” King says. “I like Izzy’s 
new appearance. He looks like he’s been hit-
ting the weights. Because he’s toned up, he can 
move around more at games and inject more 

spirit into the stands to draw a bigger reaction 
from the fans.”

Over the seven years that Izzy has been 
the number one fan at Islanders events, he has 
cheered on the 2007 men’s basketball team 
that made it to the NCAA Tournament and 
the 2011 Southland Conference champion 
softball team. And he’s always equally at ease 
out in the community where he often repre-
sents Texas A&M-Corpus Christi during visits 
with elementary school students.  

While University President Flavius Kille-
brew acknowledges that Izzy has been adored 
by fans since his debut in 2004, he points out 

that the new look Izzy better 
represents the future of Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi. 

“The upgraded Izzy has a 
more toned and fit appearance, 
but captures the essence of the 
old Izzy,” he says. “He’s now able 
to be more actively involved in events 
and I’m sure that fans appreciate  
his new moves.” 

See what PeoPle  
aRe SayING

See it for yourself! 
Play the video at TAMUCC.edu
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Over the past five years, University leaders have been taking a forward look at what the growth on 
campus can symbolize for the future of the University and the Coastal Bend. The results are now a 
reality all over campus, from the details at the Michael and Karen O’Connor Building like the water-
efficient toilets and our revamped campus recycling program, to the massive water-collecting systems 
on several campus buildings that use condensate and rain water for irrigation.

Today, four new projects are strengthening the University’s reputation as a leader in 
green technologies. Spanning across the College of Science and Engineering, the Col-
lege of Business, and the Mary and Jeff Bell Library, each effort takes into account the 
unique qualities of our Coastal Bend community.

These sustainable projects harness wind and solar energy, conserve electricity, and reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions. They help make the University not only a consumer of green 
energy, but a top developer and researcher for the clean technologies of the future.
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wind turbine performance,” Chen 
says. He adds that Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi’s wind conditions 
make the campus an ideal location 
for such a project.
 “Typically, we have high-speed 
winds in the afternoon, so the 
wind is in sync with the high 
power demand the campus expe-
riences during the daytime,” he 
explains. “At many other locations 
across the country, the needed high-
speed winds occur at night outside 
of the peak-power demand phase.”
 Dr. Petru Aurelian Simionescu, 
assistant professor of Mechanical 
Engineering, is one of several 
faculty members providing techni-
cal expertise on the project. He 
says that when the project is com-
pleted, the University will have the 
biggest power generation capacity 
produced with vertical axis wind 

“The wind turbine project is an 
exciting opportunity to show how 
the University is emerging as a 
leader in renewable energy,” says 
University President Flavius Kille-
brew. “This initiative will not only 
provide students and faculty with 
excellent learning and research 
opportunities, but will open doors 
for future generations who want 
to pursue this green technology.”
 According to Dr. L.D. Chen, 
associate dean of Engineering and 
Computing Sciences, the installed 
vertical axis wind turbines will 
enrich students’ learning experi-
ences and encourage innovation in 
engineering education and research.
 “This will provide hands-on 
opportunities in energy conversion 
and utilization, data for validation 
of predictive models, and will stim-
ulate innovations toward optimal 

turbines of any U.S. university.
 “Corpus Christi is one of the 
few cities in the nation to pass an 
ordinance that allows businesses 
and private citizens to install wind 
turbines on their properties, and 
the University is taking the lead 
on this,” he says.
 As part of the installation, 
a small 4-kilowatt campus wind 
turbine, which is mounted on a 
tilt-up tower, can be lowered hori-
zontally and opened for inspection 
and service. 
 “We can demonstrate its 
components more closely for stu-
dents,” says Simionescu. “They 
can also conduct measurements of 
power output, performance, and 
rotational speeds.”
 The power output and wind 
conditions will be monitored 
throughout the day. The data will 

be posted on a website and available 
to students or others interested in 
the information.
 “We’re testing new ideas to 
establish a presence in renewable 
energy, especially wind power,” 
he says. “Plans are in the works to 
demonstrate to our students and 
do research on a variety of sources 
from wind and solar to geothermal 
and ocean wave energy.”
 As part of this undertaking, 
Simionescu is leading students 
in the design of a 7-foot diameter 
horizontal axis dual rotor wind 
turbine. The group is seeking inter-
ested companies to license their 
invention.
 Research assistant Adam 
Ersepke, a mechanical engineering 
major, is involved with the proj-
ect. After serving in the Marines 
Corps, he enrolled at Texas A&M-

Corpus Christi in fall 2009.
 “I was attracted to the loca-
tion of the school on the coast, 
and the new mechanical engi-
neering program,” he says. The 
new vertical axis wind turbines 
will enhance the Mechanical 
Engineering program, and help 
him personally gain knowledge 

in renewable energy and offshore 
technology, which interests him.
 “It’s usually windy here in 
Corpus Christi,” he says. “And 
vertical axis wind turbines are 
more urban friendly because of 
their pleasant appearance and 
less sensitivity to turbulent wind 
caused by surrounding buildings.”

 In addition to an array of 
educational benefits, the wind 
turbine project will significantly 
increase the University’s installed 
capacity of renewable energy, and 
greatly reduce its carbon footprint, 
saving an estimated $18,000 to 
$25,000 a year in utility costs. 
The wind turbines will produce 
an estimated 217,946 kilowatt 
hours of electricity generated from 
renewable resources every year.
 The initiative was funded by 
a $955,000 Distributed Renewable 
Energy Technology Stimulus Grant 
from the State Energy Conserva-
tion Office with the University 
matching $265,000 in funds, for a 

Cultivating a New Generation of Wind Technology
The installation of vertical axis wind turbines at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi is creating 
opportunities for learning, research, and innovation to apply engineering principles to real-world 
wind power generation.
 “Small wind turbine technology is an emerging technology for distributed and community wind 
power generation that has seen a significant increase in installed electricity generation over the 
past 10 years,” says Dr. L.D. Chen, director of School of Engineering and Computing Sciences. “The 
small wind turbines on campus are an excellent laboratory for the faculty and students to engage in 
wind turbine research and innovative solutions to harvest rich wind resources in our region.”
 According to Chen, working with the wind turbines will also allow faculty and students to 
establish expertise in the testing and certification of vertical axis wind turbines. Codes and standards 
for installation of this class of wind turbine were recently adopted by the International Elecrotechnical 
Commission, the recognized international body for standards development activities, and American 
Wind Energy Association to measure the harvesting of wind energy for electricity generation.
 “How wind turbines are selected is influenced by local conditions,” explains Chen. “The 
wind turbine blade design and the drivetrain implementation are largely determined by the wind 
resources and environmental characteristics of the region.”
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total of $1.2 million for the project. 
The wind turbines are distributed 
by 3eWerks, a green company at 
the Coastal Bend Business Innova-
tion Center, and manufactured by 
Urban Green Energy, the world’s 
leading manufacturer of vertical 
axis wind turbines.
 “The 20-kilowatt vertical 
axis wind turbines that will be 
installed on campus are the larg-
est of their kind in the continental 
United States,” says 3eWerks CEO 
Byron Loftin. “The combined 
total capacity of 92 kilowatts (of 
all 11 wind turbines) makes this 
the largest vertical axis wind tur-
bine installation in the nation.”

It’s a spring renewal of sorts as the Island University constructs three 20-kilowatt vertical-axis 
wind turbines, which help make up the largest installation of this kind in the United States.  
In all, three Texas A&M-Corpus Christi locations will showcase a total of 11 wind turbines. 

g

g

SEE WHAT
PEOPLE ARE SAYING:

MAIN CAMPUS: 
 Four (three 20-kilowatt,  

one 4-kilowatt) turbines, near 
the University water tower

MOMENTUM CAMPUS:  
Three (4-kilowatt)  

turbines near the Nile Drive/ 
Ennis Joslin Road intersection

COASTAL BEND 
 BUSINESS INNOVATION CENTER  

IN FLOUR BLUFF:  
Four (4-kilowatt) turbines

VERTICAL-AXIS WIND TURBINE SITES:



3eWerks – unique systems-based approach to 
help meet the fast-growing energy demand.
Coastal Bend Recyclers – planning to build a 
tire and glass recycling facility in the Coastal 
Bend.
InnerGeo – developing a process to produce 
renewable energy from geo-thermal sources.

Glassram Technologies – employing plasma 
technology for decontamination of high-risk 
workplaces such as the post office.
Plasma Technologies, Inc. – a pioneer in cold 
plasma medical technology for wound healing, 
tissue regeneration, and sterilization.
Recycling Organics – specializes in the replen-
ishment of beneficial microbiological popula-
tions to soil and plant foliage.

RHM Chemical – a full-line water treatment 
company creating optimal savings for their 
clients while conserving water resources.
Texas Sealife Center – established to rescue, 
rehabilitate, and release coastal and aquatic 
wildlife back into their natural habitat.
The Modern Diaper Co. – online retailer and 
direct sales distributor of ecologically and 
environmentally-friendly diapers.

Third Coast Controls – makes advanced 
controls that manage HVAC systems and other 
power, gas, and water consumption.
Toby Globy – an award-winning environmental 
education curriculum to supplement class-
room education.
Vision 3 – provides high-performance energy, 
saving devices and lighting design.

COASTAL BEND BUSINESS INNOVATION CENTER  “GREEN” COMPANIES INCLUDE:

Through its partnership with the 
Green Mountain Energy™ Sun Club™ , 
the University is converting sunlight 
into pollution-free electricity, signifi-
cantly reducing both utility bills and 
the University’s carbon footprint.
 In February, Green Mountain 
Energy donated $75,000 for the 
installation of solar panels on the 
Engineering Building that will 
allow the University to increase 
its use of sustainable energy. Both 
researchers and students will receive 

of solar energy-based electricity 
generation. A website monitor is 
also being established to observe 
the multiple types of sustainable 
energy resources that are being 
used on campus.
 “The Green Mountain solar 
project will enable the engineering 
program to expand its capabilities 
in solar energy research and obser-
vation,” says Dr. Lea-Der Chen, 
director of the School of Engineer-
ing and Computing Sciences. “And, 

strong educational benefits from 
the technology which is the first 
sponsored green initiative at the 
Island University. 
 “This (partnership) is a natural 
fit for us because of what the Uni-
versity is going to do with the solar 
array,” says Tony Napolillo, manager 
of the Sun Club at Green Mountain 
Energy Company. “The engineering 
program is going to use the panels 
to figure out how solar energy can 
be more efficient, and that is right in 

having access to contact with field 
instruction tools will allow students 
to observe real-time science and 
energy principles.” 
 On Earth Day 2011, Green 
Mountain Energy’s Sun Club pre-
sented the Art Museum of South 
Texas with a check for $140,000 
to fund a 25-kilowatt solar panel 
system that, over its 30-year 
lifespan, is expected to save the 
Museum approximately $150,000 
in energy costs. At the same time, 

line with our mission to change the 
way that power is made.”
 The Green Mountain solar 
project will also be integrated into 
the University’s STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) outreach activi-
ties. Future activities will include 
summer renewable energy camps 
for high school teachers and stu-
dents to increase awareness, interest, 
and support of the utilization, 
development, and advancement 

an estimated 42,000 pounds of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) will be 
removed from that atmosphere 
each year.
 The solar array is the first to 
power an art museum in South Texas. 
In addition to reducing energy costs 
and the Museum’s carbon footprint, 
the array is being used as a tool to 
educate patrons and visitors on the 
benefits of solar energy. 
 “It is through the commitment 
of community and business leaders 

that Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi has been transformed from 
a small upper-level university into 
a major four-year institution with 
five colleges and a growing state 
and national reputation for excel-
lence,” says University President 
Flavius Killebrew. “We’re proud 
to have Green Mountain Energy 
Company as a partner for our 
community as we move toward 
our goal of becoming a premiere 
research institution.”

Goes Green
Coastal Bend Business Innovation Center
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In the near future, piles of brown 
dirt will appear next to the Coastal 
Bend Business Innovation Center. 
While it’s not a landscaping project, 
it is a sign of green growth; the con-
struction of a building utilizing the 
latest environmental technologies.
 The U.S. Economic Develop-
ment Administration has awarded 

the Coastal Bend Business Innova-
tion Center $1.4 million to assist 
entrepreneurial businesses that are 
developing energy-efficient and 
cost-saving technologies.
 Regional program officer 
Rick Sebenoler presented the 
EDA check to the University’s 
College of Business last Novem-
ber to fund the construction of a 
“Go Green” Center. This marks 
the second grant the Innovation 
Center has received from the 
EDA since 2010.
 “When we award a grant 
like this, we’re looking at it as an 

investment and where we can get 
the best return on that investment,” 
Sebenoler says. “The University 
is proactive and growing, and in 
many respects, that it is a reflection 
of the community.”
 Sebenoler also points out that 
incubators associated with higher 
education have a much higher rate 
of success than others.
 “Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi is emerging as an 
institution with strong research 
programs in the renewable energy 
field and the Innovation Center 
provides the environment to 
develop these emerging technolo-
gies into viable businesses,” he says. 
“With the College of Business 
providing management and opera-
tional guidance, the Center will be 
an ideal environment for creating 
new economic opportunity.”
 Bill Cone, interim director of 
the Business Innovation Business 
Center, says that there are a dozen 
green clients who have expressed 

interest in being selected to move 
into the new “Go Green” Center.
 “We have so many different 
efforts from these green compa-
nies, from the conservation of 
energy and water, to a reduction of 
toxins in the soil and even better, 
less toxic methods of medical 
sterilization,” Cone says. “I’m sure 
the The Green Center will help us 
attract new clients to create more 
jobs and revenue for the area.”
 The 5,000 square-foot light 
manufacturing building will 
be built to LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design) specifications, with 
an exterior warehouse and lab 
space for clients. “LEED certi-
fies a building as being energy 
efficient while providing the best 
environment for occupants and 
represents a great example of bal-
ancing environment and business 
responsibilities,” says Sebenoler. 
Examples of LEED strategies 
for the new center include LED 

(light-emitting diode) lighting and 
window solar film and interior 
finishes and materials that are 
compatible with LEED standards, 
heating and air-conditioning 
system adjustments, low water-
usage fixtures and more efficient 
hand dryers in the restrooms.
 The Innovation Center’s 
35,500-square foot building will 
also be updated to improve its cur-
rent LEED score with the latest 
green technology, additional secu-

rity, and elements to assist those 
with disabilities.
 “The benefit of re-using an 
existing building is the same as 
that associated with recycling 
any item,” explains Sebenoler. 
“It reduces the need for new 
materials and of hauling demol-
ished building material to a 
landfill. It just makes good busi-
ness sense as it provides a better 
working environment for users 
while using existing resources.”

Today, the Business Innovation Center has 43 active clients who have created more than 80 direct jobs with approximately $2.4 million in salaries  
and an estimated additional 200 jobs for the Coastal Bend economy.
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The President’s Council has grown 
to become our most prestigious 
private giving society. Members of 
the President’s Council support the 
Presidential Scholars program, the 
highest-level scholarship awarded to our 
best and brightest students. Funds also 
are used for numerous annual activities 
and programs implemented through the 
President’s Office which further build 
upon community engagement.
 As a member of the President’s 
Council, you become our partner in 
progress, because your support helps 
guide us toward the many milestones we 
will reach. 

member benefits

Membership in the President’s Council 
places you among individuals who 
continually focus their efforts on the 
vitality of Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. 
You are both an advisor and a friend 
to the University. Throughout the year 
we have many events and activities 
in which you have the opportunity to 
meet with fellow President’s Council 
members. We greatly appreciate the 
support of this devoted group and 
ensure ample recognition. 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi's 
Premier Giving Organization

Platinum Circle
$10,000

Gold Circle
$5,000

Silver Circle
$2,500

Bronze Circle
$1,000

membership levels

6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5741
Corpus Christi, texas 78412-5741 

361.825.2420

In fall 2010, Ferrell received a Uni-
versity email requesting green fee 
proposals from students. Ferrell, 
who is completing her MPA course-
work toward the environmental 
science track, was serious about 
answering the call for entries. Her 
suggestion to install LED lighting 
within a second floor section of the 
library was completed this spring 
and includes more than $50,000 
worth of improvements that will 
result in an annual reduction of 8.6 
million pounds of carbon dioxide 
emissions or saving just under 7 
million kilowatt hours of energy.
 “I’m a big fan of the outdoors 
and preserving the environment,” 
says Ferrell, who will graduate in 
December. “It’s really important 
for us to be aware of how much 
energy
we consume and our impact on 
the environment.” Ferrell sub-
mitted her idea in spring 2011. In 
August, she presented her envi-
ronmental service fee proposal 

before the Environmental 
Advisory Committee, 
which is responsible 
for selecting the best 
idea and putting it to 
use. According to Roy 
Coons, director for 
Environmental, Health 
and Safety, her idea was 
chosen because of its ease to 
carry out and its energy cost 
savings for the campus.
 Nick Moncada, campus 
energy conservation 
coordinator, esti-
mates that the 
library lights 
remain on 
approximately 
108 hours 
per week or 
a p p r o x i -
mately 5,600 
hours a 
year. 
 “ T h e 
l i b r a r y 

is the largest consumer 
of electricity among 

student areas on 
campus,” says 
Moncada. “The 
library has the largest 

volume of lights and 
stays open longer than 

any other building. The 
new bulbs will be efficient 
and have a more natural 
light.”

 The LED 
lighting project 

was funded 
by the Uni-

v e r s i t y ’ s 

Environmental Service Fee Ref-
erendum. In spring 2011, students 
voted to implement the “green fee” 
into their tuition, to create a fund 
specifically dedicated to sustain-
able and environmentally friendly 
efforts at the University. The pro-
gram is one of many green campus 
initiatives. Students can submit 
their sustainability ideas at http://
islandergreen.tamucc.edu/.
 Through this project, Ferrell 
seized the opportunity to build her 
leadership skills and her resume. 
As a result of her hard work, Fer-
rell was offered a research intern 
position with 3eWerks, a Coastal 
Bend Business Innovation Center 
company, she was later promoted 
to marketing specialist.
 “This effort makes me think 
that I can actually make a differ-
ence at this University,” Ferrell 
says. “The University staff has 
been so eager to help me. There 
is not a huge barrier between stu-
dents, professors, and faculty here. 
It makes me feel really valued. Plus, 
I get to help students because the 
retrofitted lighting will be more 
pleasant to their eyes.”

‘Green’ Light
Library Gets 

Bright idea submitted by graduate student Lisa Ferrell is helping  
the Mary and Jeff Bell Library consume less electricity.

The LED bulbs have a 

40,000 hour lifespan, or will 
last around seven years

There are 295, 2 feet by 4 

feet lighting fixtures installed

Estimated annual energy 

costs savings: $30,000
Areas where lighting will be 
installed include large study  
area and Special Collections 
main lobby at the Mary and  
Jeff Bell Library

NUMBERS:
ENLIGHTENING

The Jeff and Mary Bell Library 
is open 108 hours a week. 
Check out the time lapse of 
just four hours during 
midterms.
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Joe Galloway, whose more than 50 years as 
a journalist include coverage of conflicts in 
Vietnam, Iraq, and other hot spots around the 
world, is the first Journalist-in-Residence at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

A native of Refugio, Texas, Galloway 
spent 22 years as a foreign and war corre-
spondent and bureau chief for United Press 
International, and nearly 20 years as a senior 
editor and senior writer for “U.S. News & 
World Report.” He was a special consultant to 
Gen. Colin Powell at the State Department in 
2001 and 2002, before joining Knight Ridder 
as a senior military correspondent. Galloway’s 
other overseas postings include tours in Japan, 
Indonesia, India, Singapore, and three years 
as UPI bureau chief in Moscow in the former 
Soviet Union.

As journalist-in-residence, Galloway 
serves as an advisor/consultant on the devel-
opment of the University’s journalism and new 
media programs. He also works with student 
journalists writing for the “Island Waves” 
campus newspaper, lec-
tures to communication 
classes, and participates 
in University sponsored 
arts, media, and commu-
nication events.

“I am delighted to 
join the vibrant com-
munity of faculty and 
students at Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi,” Gal-
loway says, adding: “I’m 
a storyteller.  And that’s 
what I’m doing with stu-
dents; I’m telling stories 
and drawing the lessons 
to try to help them under-
stand an increasingly 
complicated and difficult 
world.”

University President 
Flavius Killebrew stresses 
that Galloway’s experience 
and knowledge of the evolu-
tion of the news industry 
is extremely important for 
students interested in jour-
nalism and other new media 
sources.

Veteran War Correspondent  
Named First Journalist-in-Residence 
Joe Galloway the oNly cIvIlIaN awaRDeD  
the BRoNze StaR FoR valoR IN vIetNam waR

“Anybody who has talked at length with 
Joe knows that he is a very passionate indi-
vidual, and he will have no problem in trans-
lating his years of knowledge to students,” says 
Killebrew. “Interacting with someone who 
has dedicated his life at the highest levels of 
journalism is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for students to get a global perspective on 
the news industry right here at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi.” 

In addition to four 
tours in Vietnam during 
the 1960s, Galloway cov-
ered many other combat 
operations including 
Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm in 1991, when he 
rode with the 24th Infantry 
Division in the liberation 
of Kuwait. In 2002, he won 
the National News Media 
Award of the U.S. Veterans 
of Foreign Wars for his 
coverage of the Gulf War. 

Among his many 
other recognitions, in 2011 
Galloway was presented 
the Doughboy Award by 
the U.S. Army Infantry, 
the highest award the 

Infantry branch can bestow 
and a very rare honor to be 
given to a civilian. He was 
also presented the Legacy 
of Service Award of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, which built and main-
tains The Wall in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Galloway co-authored “We Were 
Soldiers Once… And Young,” 
with retired Lt. Gen. Harold G. 
Moore, which chronicles the first 
major battle between 450 Ameri-
can forces and more than 2,000 
North Vietnamese Army regulars 
in the Ia Drang Valley. The book 
became a bestseller and, in 
2002, was made into the movie 
“We Were Soldiers” starring Mel 
Gibson. 

FeatuReS



ISlaNDeR athletIcS

S P R I N G  2 0 1 2  ■  T H E  I S L A N D E R   |   1 91 8   |   T E X A S  A & M  U N I V E R S I T Y - C O R P U S  C H R I S T I  ■  S P R I N G  2 0 1 2

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
President Flavius Killebrew threw out 
the first pitch under the lights in front 

of  a raucous crowd at Chapman Field, as the 
Islanders baseball team unveiled their renovated 
home to the public on February 17.

Chapman Field, which has served as the 
home for Islanders baseball and softball since 
2002, underwent significant upgrades in the 
offseason. Playing surfaces for both sports 
were completely replaced to put the fields on 

Shanna caldwell, former 
recruiting coordinator and first 
assistant coach at the University 
of Akron, has been selected to 
lead the new women’s soccer 
program at Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Corpus Christi. The Island-
ers will begin play in fall 2013 
as a member of the Southland 
Conference.

Caldwell, who served as 
an assistant coach at Baylor and 
Oklahoma, spent four years at 
the University of  Akron. In her 
time there, the Zips went from 
a lower-tier team in the Mid-

American Conference to three 
straight conference tournaments; 
a first in program history. Akron 
was in the top three of  the 
league or division in each of  her 
final three years.

As a collegiate student-
athlete at the University of  Con-
necticut, Caldwell was one of  
the nation’s top goalkeepers. Her 
senior year, she led the NCAA 
in goals-against average, helping 
to lead the Huskies to their third 
straight Big East Northeast Di-
vision title and 20th consecutive 
NCAA Tournament appearance.

Simply put, Sarah Pauly is a 
Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi legend. One of only five 
NCAA Division I pitchers to win 
100 games, from 2002-2005 she 
was the Islanders’ ace, striking 
out 1,636 batters and posting a 

0.88 ERA in 1,049 innings on 
the mound. Her 112-46 record 
includes a school record 57 shut-
outs.

Pauly led the Islanders to 
three Southland Conference 
championships during her col-
legiate career. However, her biggest 
achievement came in 2004, when 
she pitched both games of  a 
double-header against Louisiana-
Lafayette, the nation’s third-ranked 
team, shutting out the Ragin’ 
Cajuns twice, 1-0.

Following her senior year, the 
record-breaking college star was 
drafted 16th overall by the Con-
necticut Brakettes in the National 
Pro Fastpitch (NPF) draft. She 
pitched for several NPF teams and 
earned Pitcher of  the Year honors. 
This year, she returned to the Island 
University where she is the pitching 
coach for the softball team.

par with any natural surface in the 
Southland Conference and throughout 
the region. Other highlights of  the 
multi-million dollar upgrade include re-
built bullpens and batting cages, and an 
upgrade to the irrigation and drainage systems 
that help keep the field in optimum condition.

The perimeter of  the baseball facility was 
also rebuilt, enclosing the bullpens within the 
field and improving sight lines for the Island-
ers faithful. In addition to the berm seating still 

available beyond the outfield wall, bleacher seat-
ing has been greatly expanded at the baseball 
field.  But the most noticeable improvement is 
the eight-pole lighting system that is bringing 
night games to Ward Island for the first time. 
The team will play 10 games under the lights 
during the 2012 season.

In addition to the upgrades on the island, 
the system Board of  Regents approved prelimi-
nary drawings for the soccer/track and 
field complex on the Momentum Campus 
on Nile Drive. The facility, scheduled to break 
ground in the near future, will house the newly 
established Islanders soccer program. It will 
also be the home of  the track and field teams, 
which will have a permanent home for the first 
time in program history.

Plans for a new soccer and track and field 
complex have been proposed at Momentum 
Campus.

athletic hall of Fame
ISlaNDeR athletIcS

When he stepped on the Univer-
sity of Corpus Christi campus in 

1949, wendell Byler imme-
diately became a force in Tarpon 
athletics. A three-sport letterman, 
he played football, and baseball, 

and was a member of the 1950 
men’s basketball team that posted 
a 25-1 record.

Byler almost cut his col-
legiate career short in 1951 when 
he caught the attention of  Major 
League Baseball scouts after hitting 
.436 and slugging 13 home runs 
for the Tarpons. However, he con-
sidered football his number one 
sport and declined a $5,000 signing 
bonus from the Chicago White Sox 
to remain in school. The following 
year, he was named co-captain of  
the football team and, at the end 
of  the season, was selected as the 
Tarpons’ MVP.

After graduating with a degree 
in education, Byler joined the 
Army. Following his discharge, he 
worked for the Texas Department 
of  Health before going into busi-
ness with his family.

A brighter Diamond
NIGht BaSeBall comeS to the ISlaND
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michael Kovacs was named Galveston city manager earlier 
this year. Kovacs has a master’s degree in public administration, 
and a bachelor’s degree in political science and criminal justice from 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. He previously served as 
assistant city manager for Park City, Utah, and city manager of Port 
Aransas, Texas.

alisha Robertson, 
who has given her time 
to Small World Pur-
suits service projects, 
recently volunteered 
with Elpis Ministries 
International at their 
children’s orphanage in 
Iganga, Uganda.  Upon 
her arrival, the children 
greeted her wearing 
Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi T-shirts that had been donated 
by a Corpus Christi church. Robertson, who 
now lives in Dallas, Texas, received a bach-
elor’s degree in business in 2004 from Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi.

Janie Barrera, a 1977 graduate of  the 
University of  Corpus Christi, has been named 
to President Barack Obama’s Advisory Council 
on Financial Capability. The Council makes 
suggestions to the White House on ways to co-
ordinate and maximize the effectiveness of  new 
approaches that increase financial capability and 
economic access for families and for businesses 
in the private and public sector.

“As a longtime advocate for small business-
es, I bring a voice that has been absent from the 
council,” says Barrera, founding president and 
chief  executive officer of  ACCION Texas, the 
largest nonprofit micro-lending organization in 
the United States. “Many people don’t real-
ize that the vast majority of  businesses in this 
country have less than 20 employees. They need 
access to capital to thrive and grow.”

Barrera’s appointment to the President’s 
Council is just the latest stop on a path that 
began when, after graduating from Corpus 
Christi’s Incarnate Word High School in 1973, 
she entered a convent and took her vows as 
a nun two years later. After graduating from 
the University in 1977, she became director of  
telecommunications for the Diocese of  Corpus 
Christi where she helped found the area’s first 
nonprofit radio stations, KLUX and KHOY, as 
well as two television production studios.

She also began hosting “Gulf  Coast Catho-
lic,” a weekly 30-minute program on local NBC 
affiliate KRIS-TV for 11 years. Barrera left the 
show in 1986 to pursue her master’s degree 
in business at the University of  the Incarnate 
Word in San Antonio, Texas. 

After completing her MBA, Barrera left her 
religious community and remained in San Anto-
nio where, in 1989, she became marketing direc-
tor for the U.S. Air Force Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation Division headquartered at Randolph 
Air Force Base. In 1994, she founded AC-

CION Texas, which provides small loans and 
management training to micro businesses and 
small businesses in Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Missouri, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, and 
Mississippi. In the last 18 years, the organization 
has lent more than $125 million to 9,300 people.

“We work through banks and organizations 
like the Small Business Administration to find 
new ways to help small, high-risk businesses 
gain access to credit,” explains Barrera. “In 
addition to loans, we provide growing busi-
ness with access to support services and also 
on making sure that they have good financial 
records.”

Barrera was named one of  the “Twenty 
Defining Players: People Who Have Helped 

Shape the City” by the San Antonio Business 
Journal. Her recognitions include Small Busi-
ness Administration Financial Services Advo-
cate of  the Year, and the Minority Enterprise 
Development Consortium’s Corporate Advo-
cate of  the Year. She also has served on many 
national, state and local boards, including the 
Federal Reserve Board’s National Consumer 
Advisory Council. In December 2008, Ameri-
can Banker presented her with the Innovator 
Award in New York City. This year she was 
appointed to the board of   the Federal Reserve 
Bank of  Dallas, San Antonio Branch.

Alumna Appointed  
to President’s Advisory  
Council on Financial Capability Barrera speaks on behalf of Acción Texas 

alongside Mayor Julian Castro of San Anto-
nio and Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff.The Texas A&M University-Corpus 

Christi Distinguished Lecture Series 
debuted last fall with an informative and 

enlightening evening with former Secretary of  
Defense Robert Gates. 

Gates, the only secretary of  defense to 
serve in that capacity in both Republican and 
Democratic administrations, provided insights 
about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
expressed his candid opinions about the future 

of  the military and U.S. foreign policy. Follow-
ing his presentation, Gates answered questions 
from the audience of  more than 1,000 students, 
faculty, and community members in the Per-
forming Arts Center.

“The Distinguished Speaker Series is the 
University’s way of  bringing the ‘best and the 
brightest’ minds from all walks of  life to Corpus 
Christi to share their knowledge and experi-
ences as well as their vision of  the future,” says 

Dr. Flavius Killebrew, president of  Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi. “By presenting the smartest, 
most influential people in their fields to campus, 
we are able to engage both the academic com-
munity and the public in important conversa-
tions about national and global events and how 
they impact our world, today and in the future.”

Among the audience was Daryl Miles, a se-
nior cadet in the Islander Army ROTC Islander 
Battalion. Miles will graduate in May and report 
for active duty as a 2nd Lt. and plans to work in 
Military Intelligence.

“It was an honor to be in the same room 
with someone of  his caliber,” says Miles. “His 
message is important for someone going into 
military intelligence: You have to understand 
how they (the enemy) see things as opposed to 
how we see things.”

This fall, the Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi Distinguished Speaker Series will 
present another prominent individual whose 
experience and expertise give them a unique 
perspective on topics ranging from industry 
and government to academia and the challenges 
of  the 21st century world.  To sign up to hear 
more about the Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi Distinguished Speaker Series, go to 
http://www.tamucc.edu/distinguished-
speakerseries/.

ROBERT GATES

Gabriel ayala,  
a member of the Yaqui 
people of southern 
Arizona, was named 
“Artist of the Year” 
at the 13th annual 
Native American 
Music Awards held last 
fall in Niagara Falls, 
N.Y. Ayala earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 
Music Performance 
from Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Corpus Christi 
in 1995.

Distinguished Speaker Series Brings 
‘Best and Brightest’ to University

http://www.tamucc.edu/distinguishedspeakerseries/
http://www.tamucc.edu/distinguishedspeakerseries/


Dr. alma Garcia is an edu-
cational field advisor trainer for the 
University of Texas System. She 
currently serves as an instruc-
tional coach for the Premont, 
Texas, ISD where she men-
tors teachers in learning 
strategies and provides 
professional development to 
campus staff and collabo-
rates with the campus leader-
ship team. During her career 
as an educator, she has taught 
middle school, high school, 
and worked as an instructional 
advisor. She has served on the state 
textbook committee and presented at 
state and international conferences aimed 
at assisting English language learners to suc-
ceed academically. She earned her bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees and Ph.D. 
from Texas A&M-Corpus Christi and 
has served on the board of the Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi 
National Alumni Organization 
since 2007, and is currently serving 
as president. She spends her free 
time mentoring students at Miller 
High School and volunteering at the 
Rise School of Corpus Christi.

outstanding alumna

Distinguished Faculty
Nancy Goodman, a clinical assistant professor  
in the College of Nursing and Health Sciences since 1997, works  
with underrepresented groups within the community. She is the progres-
sion specialist for the College’s $900,000 U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Career Grant and, in July 2011, spoke on “Maximizing 
At-Risk Nursing Students Progression Toward Graduation and Passing 
the Nursing Certification Licensing Exam” at the National Association 
of Hispanic Nurses Conference. 
 Last year, Goodman organized a spring break trip to the Domini-
can Republic where University nursing students staffed clinics. She is 
a three-time recipient of the Outstanding Nursing Faculty Award pre-
sented by the Student Nurses Association. She has served on the state 
Governmental Affairs Committee for the Texas Nurses Association and 
twice been elected to represent the Association on the American Nurs-
ing Association House of Delegates. In 2009 Goodman was named the 
Texas Nursing Association’s Nurse of the Year.

Dr. michelle marie maresh graduated from the Island 
University in 2004 with her bachelor’s degree in communication and a 
minor in journalism. After earning her master’s degree from Texas Tech 
and her Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska in just five years, she 
returned as an assistant professor of communication in the College of 
Liberal Arts in 2009. 
 Maresh, who recently received a grant to research online learning, 
serves as a McNair Scholars mentor and faculty advisor for the Lambda 
Pi Eta and the Communication Organization of Majors and Minors. 
She has received numerous recognitions for teaching, research, and ser-
vice and, in spring 2011, she was honored with the Texas A&M System 
Chancellor’s Award for Teaching Excellence. In the community, she is 
an active member of the Hispanic Women’s Network of Texas and cur-
rently serves as secretary on the board of the Southside Rotary Club of 
Corpus Christi.

After living her entire life in South Texas, in 1997  

Dr. carla Sigler made the life-changing deci-
sion to accept a position as business manager for the Lower 
Yukon School District in Alaska. She has spent the last 
14 years devoting her energy to the education of children 
living in remote villages across the state, including three 
years above the Arctic Circle as superintendent of the 
Cransfill Gap ISD.
Sigler graduated from the Island University with a bach-
elor’s degree in elementary education in 1974 and, in 1979, 

earned her master’s in counseling. She 
taught in the Corpus Christi ISD 

for nine years before spend-
ing three years as a middle 

school counselor in Refu-
gio, Texas. She made a 
promise to herself that she 
would earn her doctorate 
by age 40 and took her 
orals for her Ed.D. in Edu-

cational Administration the 
day before that landmark 

birthday.

young  
alumna

Distinguished alumna
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alumnae honored at homecoming 2012
colleGe oF 
BuSINeSS
Marshall R. Endsley ’75 BBA 
Accounting lives in Athens, Texas, 
and is looking forward to retirement 
this summer.

Ben Grande ’79 BBA Business 
Administration, ’87 MBA Business 
Administration lives in Corpus 
Christi, where he owns a real estate 
investment company.

David Spencer ’80 BBA Banking 
and Finances 
is a director of a 
university internal 
audit department 
in Wichita Falls, 
Texas. He is 
looking forward to 
retirement.

Jeffrey Getchell ’82 BBA Marketing 
and his wife, 
Mary Ann, live 
in Westminster, 
Colo. They 
recently attended 
an International 
Meeting on 

Simulation in Healthcare.
 
Lynda Horseman Pena ’85 BBA 
Management lives in Corpus Christi 
with her 
husband, 
Marty. They 
have two 
sons, Chris, 
23, and 
Ryan, 21.

Carla Daws ’86 BA Communication, 
’99 MBA Business Administration 
lives in Wimberley, Texas. Her film 
“Camp Kickitoo” won Best Feature 
Comedy at the Black Film Festival in 
San Diego, Calif. The film premiered in 
Austin, Texas, in March.

Dorise Weller Steele ’86 BBA 
Accounting, ’98 MBA General 
Business lives in Corpus Christi 
and has worked in accounting for 
more than 20 years. She became a 
certified public accountant in 1989 
and uses much of what she learned 
from the master’s program at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi in her 
everyday work.

Kevin Rees ’89 MBA Management 
lives in Corpus Christi. His son 
just graduated from the College of 
Business at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi with a degree in finance.

Keith Allen Ibrom ’90 BBA 
Accounting and his wife, Jennifer, 
have been married for 21 years and 
live in Portland, Texas. They have 
two sons, Christopher, 19, and Justin, 
14. Christopher is at Texas A&M 
College Station majoring in petroleum 
engineering. Justin is home-schooled 
and enjoys fishing and surfing.

Kelly Lynn Gonzalez ’90 BBA 
Marketing works for a local community 
bank in Corpus Christi. She is married 
with two children. Her oldest is a 
freshman at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi, and her youngest is a 
senior at Incarnate Word Academy.

Scott Miller ’91 BBA Administration 
is preparing for the 20th anniversary 
of the “Created to be Me” Summer 
Camp, held in Gonzales, Texas, by the 
church he serves in Port Arthur, Texas. 
He lives in Groves, Texas, and enjoys 
seeing his nephews as often as he can.

Jay Nesbit ’95 MBA lives in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where he is an 
assistant professor of Pharmacy at 
Northeast Ohio Medical University.

Patrick Gruber ’99 BBA 
Management Information Systems 
lives in Missouri City, Texas. He 
has worked for MicroMed for more 
than nine years developing their Left 
Ventricular Assist Device system. 
He and his wife, Christine, have two 
children, Nicole and Nathan.

Stephanie White ’06 BBA Finance 
works in Houston, Texas, and enjoys 
her new house in Richmond, Texas.

Tania Gladson’06 BBA Marketing is 
an account executive for CBS radio in 
Houston, Texas.

Sarah Capak ’07 BBA Business 
Administration is a buyer for 
Whataburger in San Antonio, Texas, 
where she manages several supplier 
relationships, contracts, and programs.

Matt Slatnick ’08 BBA Finance lives 
in Houston, Texas, where he works 
in Exxon Mobil’s Global Services 
Division. He plans to pursue an MBA 
from Duke University.

Musanna Al-Muntasir ’08 BBA 
Marketing lives in Corpus Christi and 
is pursuing his master’s degree in 
marketing research from the University 
of Texas-Arlington. He is the district 
director of the Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi chapter of Delta Sigma 
Pi, and is the 2008 Islander 
Class Agent.

Jamye Renae Whetstone ’10 BBA 
Marketing is working on her online 
MBA with concentration in Health 
Care Administration from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi while living in 
California. She expects to 
graduate in May.

LaToya Thomas ’10 BBA Marketing 
is a graduate assistant coach with 
the Islanders women’s basketball 
program while working on her master’s 
degree. Before returning to her alma 
mater, she was an assistant coach at 
Pensacola State College, where they 
were undefeated conference and state 
champions, and ranked 
third in the nation.

Margo Claudette ’10 BA Marketing, 
’11 MBA Business Administration 
lives in Corpus Christi where she 
works for Innovative Marketing and 
Consulting helping small and large 
businesses with their advertising 
budgets and marketing. She helps with 
the Texas Jazz Festival every year with 
marketing and sponsorship. She also 
aids Coastal Bend high school athletes 
with college recruitment.

Annissa Hernandez ’11 BBA 
Accounting lives in San Antonio, 
Texas, and recently started the MBA 
program at Texas A&M University-San 
Antonio and enjoys it very much. 

Pamela Badillo ’11 
BBA Accounting 
lives in San Antonio, 
Texas, and has a new 
addition to the 
family, Cory.

colleGe oF 
eDucatIoN
Carl Ray Clark ’66 BS Health lives in 
Kyle, Texas, where he has perfected 
his golf swing and plays four times 
a week in all kinds of weather. Next 
summer Carl and his wife, Cheryn, are 
going to Jackson Hole, Wyo. to escape 
the Texas heat. 

Bobbie Jean Stalnaker ’77 BS 
Secondary Education and her 
husband live in Corpus Christi and 
are enjoying their retirement, and 
traveling extensively. They have a 
granddaughter who will graduate from 
Baylor University this May, joining 
four other grandchildren who have 
college degrees. Their youngest 
granddaughter is a sophomore at 
Flour Bluff High School.

Lois Wafer Piercefield ’81 BS 
Secondary Education, ’91 MS 
Counseling and Guidance lives 
in Corpus Christi and is a volunteer 
in the emergency room at Christus 
Spohn Hospital Shoreline. She enjoys 
spending time with the 
grandchildren and traveling.

Linda Laura Valdez ’82 MA 
Counseling lives with her husband in 
Corpus Christi and has been happily 
retired from the Corpus Christi ISD 
for almost six years. She lives by the 
motto “Not all who wander are lost” 
and continues to explore the world and 
its cultures by traveling extensively. 

Sharon McGuire ’86 MS CI 
Education, ’90 MS Counseling and 
Guidance lives in Corpus Christi, 
where she teaches at the GED Center 
of Del Mar College. She is married to 
William Michael McGuire who is a base 
architect for Naval Air Station-Corpus 
Christi. They have three children and 
four grandchildren, ages 
16, 13, 10 and 6. 

Andrew W. Peters ’89 BS Education 
lives in Poth, Texas, and is working 
on his doctorate in Curriculum and 
Instruction. He recently completed his 
third year residency at the 
University of Phoenix.

Kimberli Brandt ’89 MS Elementary 
ED and Instruction lives in Corpus 
Christi and has taught kindergarten 
for 26 years. This is her 10th year at 
the Flour Bluff Early Childhood Center. 
In June, she will celebrate her 25th 
wedding anniversary with her husband, 
Rick. She recently fulfilled a lifelong 
dream when she purchased a Paint 
Quarter Horse, Mack.

Tricia Kennedy-Wahl ’92 BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies, ’95 MS 
Educational Studies lives in Schertz, 
Texas. In 2011, she was chosen as 
an Abraham Lincoln Fellow at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum in Springfield, Ill., where 
she spent a week walking in 
Abe’s footsteps.

Myra L. Verneuil ’94 BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies is a 
veterinarian. She lives in Aransas 
Pass, Texas, with her four dogs. She 
has a son living in Austin, Texas.

(continued on page 24)

have you heaRD?
alumNI NewS
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Monica Johnson’08 BSIS Special 
Education lives in Aransas Pass, 
Texas, where she teaches sixth grade 
language arts. She plans to earn a 
master’s degree in applied 
behavior analysis.
 
Delia L. Rivera ’09 BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies will 
graduate from the master’s program at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
this summer. She has received a 
$5,000 grant to improve the playground 
at her Head Start location.

Samantha F. Chase ’09 MS 
Elementary Education lives in 
Corpus Christi and is planning to take 
her first cruise in June.

John R. Trejo ’10 BS Athletic 
Training is a personal trainer and 
metabolic tester for Life Time Fitness in 
Sugar Land, Texas. 

Virginia Whitmore ’10 MS Special 
Education lives in Corpus Christi and 
just accepted a position as a special 
education inclusion teacher with 
Sinton, Texas, ISD.

Elizabeth N. Hills ’11 BS Elementary 
Education recently 
moved to St. 
Augustine, Fla., for a 
three-month spring 
internship at the 
Marine Land Dolphin 
Adventure. 

Tapas Bannerjee ’11 MS Elementary 
Education lives in Corpus Christi and 
is working on his master’s degree in 
mathematics.

Thaimy M. Garza ’11 MS Secondary 
Education lives in Corpus Christi. She 
works with special education students.
 
colleGe oF 
lIBeRal aRtS
Eddie Lee Cathy ’57 BME Music 
and Marilyn June Venable Cathy ’57 
BM Music moved to Azle, Texas, in 
December 2011. Eddie was president 
of the Houston Alumni Chapter before 
moving to Kerrville, Texas, in 2005, 
and was on the Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi Alumni Association 
National Board.

Kathryn J. Yost Gardner ’72 BA 
Community Service is retired and 
living in rural Fayette County, Texas, 
playing bridge, catching up on reading, 
writing, gardening, hospital auxiliary 
volunteering, and promoting wildlife 
including birds, deer, and other 
animals.

Eduardo Benavides ’77 BM Music 
is administrator of a skilled nursing 
facility in Granger, Texas. He lives in 
Taylor, Texas. He taught private piano, 
music theory, and performance lessons 
in Austin, Texas, for 25 years; and 
judged contests, festivals, and piano 
competitions throughout Texas and in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. 

Lisa Morgan ’81 BA Sociology lives in 
Stevens Point, Wis., with easy access 
to the shores of Lake Superior. She 
looks forward to visiting her family in 
Corpus Christi and her children living in 
Alaska, California, and Michigan.

Judith Young-Farmer ’85 MA 
Psychology moved to Portland, Ore., 
to be closer to her twin daughters. She 
enjoys her new life in the gorgeous 
Pacific Northwest, and likes to 
travel to Europe.

Victoria L. Livingston ’87 BFA Studio 
Art, ’01 MS Secondary Education 
teaches elementary art and maintains 
a studio at her home in Corpus Christi. 
She has three children, Ariel, who 
attends the University of Texas; Daniel, 
a sophomore biology major at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi; and 
Will, who will enroll in fall 2012 at Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi as a biology major. 
She and her husband, William, are 
celebrating 30 years of marriage. 

Cindy Ems ’88 BS Criminal Justice 
works for State Farm in Houston, Texas. 
She and her husband, Joe, have two 
daughters, Megan and Julianna. Cindy 
volunteers with Life Gift Organ Donation 
Center in Houston promoting organ 
donor awareness.
 
Kitty M. Koeckritz ’89 BA 
Interpersonal Communications lives 
in Corpus Christi, and has six great 
grandchildren. Four live in Phoenix, 
Ariz., and two live in San Antonio, 
Texas. She stays busy with 
church activities.

Diane M. Salinas-Morales ’96 BA 
English, ’01 MA English and her 
husband, Santiago, live in Corpus 
Christi with their 6-year-old son, Diego, 
and 3-year-old daughter, Karina. Diane 
is pursuing a degree in the allied health 
field.

Velma Sanchez ’99 BA Psychology 
has lived in Austin, Texas, for 10 years. 
She volunteers around the Austin area 
at events and participates in 5k and 10k 
runs and triathlons. 

Karisa Lynn Davidson ’00 BA 
Psychology lives in Corpus Christi. 
She is excited that her younger brother 
is coming home after a year in 
northern Afghanistan.

Lindsey Noelle R. Lester ’04 
BS Kinesiology is an elementary 
physical education teacher in Fort 
Worth, Texas, where she lives with her 
husband, Kyle, and their two children, 
Kodi and Landon.

Kayla Devora-Jones ’05 BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies, ’08 MS 
Counseling lives in Beeville, Texas, 
where she works 
with first-generation 
college students 
through the TRIO 
Program at Coastal 
Bend College. She 
and her husband, 
Santos R. Jones III, 
are expecting their 
first child.

Jennifer Schratwieser ’06 BS Early 
Childhood Development is in her 
second year teaching private pre-K. 
She recently applied for a kindergarten 
readiness grant and is planning to 
return to school for her associate’s 
degree in business management. 

Marci Oncale ’06 BS is a full-time 
Dispatcher for East Tennessee State 
University’s Public Safety department 
in Johnson City, Tenn. Now she 
continues to hike the Appalachian 
Trail in sections.

Robert N. Hall, Jr. ’06 MS 
Counseling is lead counselor at 
Decatur High School in Decatur, Texas. 
Jacqualyn Walley ’07 BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies lives in Fort 
Worth, Texas. She attended the UNI 
Overseas Job Fair in Waterloo, Iowa, 
and in August, will ship out to the 
Marshall Islands.

Casey Wooster ’07 BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies is the 
progress manager/assistant director of 
education at Sylvan Learning Center 
in Corpus Christi, where she manages 
the student reading programs. She 
welcomed her second daughter into 
the world in October 2010.

Kathryn E. Thomas ’07 EDD 
Educational Leadership lives near 
Goliad, Texas, where she spends time 
ranching, growing an organic garden 
and traveling with her family. This past 
summer, she and her sister took their 
mother to Ireland. In August, she took 
a cruise to Alaska with her husband, 
Ward, and their son, Luke.

Lisa M. Wood ’07 MS Elementary 
Education is a third grade teacher at 
North East ISD in San Antonio, Texas. 
She and her husband, John, have been 
married for 22 years. Their daughter, 
Jennifer, is a senior at Samuel 
Clemens High School.

Grace Guerra-Gonzalez ’98 MS 
Counseling and Guidance lives 
in San Antonio, Texas, where she 
is an agent for the Bexar County 
Cooperative Extension Program. She 
and her husband plan to visit Napa 
Valley, Calif., this summer.

Adam T. Sadler ’02 BS Kinesiology/ 
Sports Management Track coaches 
high school baseball in Iowa. He and 
his wife of 
seven years, 
Sue Ann, have 
triplets, 3, and 
a daughter, 4.
 
Darryl R. Smithey ’02 BS 
Kinesiology coaches football, 
basketball and teaches world history 
in the Seguin, Texas, ISD. He and 
his wife, Stacey, have two daughters, 
Casey and Kelli. 

Janis L. Prather ’02 MS Educational 
Technology lives in Camp Wood, 
Texas, with 
her husband, 
Vernon. She 
has a daughter, 
Meagan, 15, 
and a son, 
Sean, who is married with two children. 
She teaches reading in junior high 
school, and high school classes.

Randall E. Stuart ’03 MS Secondary 
Education teaches eighth grade at 
Sterling B. Martin Middle School in 
the Corpus Christi, ISD, where he is 
serving his second term as Science 
Department chairman. He is vice 
president of the Corpus Christi Rugby 
Football Club and plays second row/
lock forward for the Crabs.

Hope V. Ramos-Uribe ’03 BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies, ’09 MS 
Educational Administration lives in 
Corpus Christi with her husband and 
two children. Last summer, she and her 
family enjoyed 
an adventurous 
trip to southern 
California. 
Her daughter 
is involved in 
volleyball, cheerleading, and golf at her 
high school. Her son plays basketball 
and baseball.

Brenda L. Velasquez ’03 MS School 
Administration lives in Pharr, Texas, 
where she is an administrator for 
grades 5-12 at a Vinci School, 
a STEM school.

Nicole Zuniga ’03 BSIS IS Generic 
Special Education, ’06 MS Special 
Education is an educational 
diagnostician for the Corpus Christi 
ISD. She is married with two children 
who attend Corpus Christi ISD schools.

Meredith Dawson Turner ’05 BA English 
married Clinton Turner in November 2011 
and lives in Arlington, Texas. She works in 
the Student Employment and Scholarships 
Department at Southern Methodist University 
in Dallas, Texas, and enjoys being a part of the 
campus community.

Christopher M. Burg ’06 BBA Marketing lives in San 
Antonio, Texas, and is  engaged to be married in a wine 
valley ceremony late this summer.

Stephanie Majors ’07 BA Psychology, ’11 MS Counseling 
married Christopher Majors ’08 BS Mechanical Engineering
on Nov. 19, 2011. 

Mark S. Hendrix ’08 BA Psychology, BS Criminal 
Justice and Lindsay Lane ’11 BA English are engaged 
to be married on Saturday, May 12. He is the program 
supervisor at the Robstown Outpatient Mental Health 
Clinic for Nueces County-Mental Health and Mental 
Retardation. Lindsey works at the Health Sciences Center 
at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. 

Claire M. Johnson ’09 BS in Biochemistry 
became engaged to Jackson Lindsey ’11 BS 
Mathematics on Christmas day, 2011. She 
lives in Corpus Christi and works for Flint Hills 
Resources as an environmental engineer. This 
summer, she and her fiancé plan to travel to 
Ghana, Africa, on a mission trip.

Sarah Briscoe Curnutt ’10 BSIS Elementary Education married her 
husband, Keyth, in February 2011 after graduating in December 2010. She 
is a daycare teacher at a fitness club in San Diego, Calif.

Sean R. Hardegree ’10 BA Political Science married Christina E. Stuart 
’11 BA English on Nov. 5, 2011.  Christina is working on her master’s 
degree in English at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Seema Shirish Panchel ’10 BS Nursing 
married Travis Wetzel in November 2011. She 
is a full-time registered nurse and is pursuing 
a master’s degree in nursing at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi to become a family 
nurse practitioner. 

Jacob Field ’11 BBA General Business is engaged and living in Stafford, 
Texas.

Alison Relkin Trammel ’11 BS Interdisciplinary Studies married 
Johnathen Trammel who works as a fireman for the Department of 
Defense. She is the admissions director at St. James Episcopal School in 
Corpus Christi.

Angela Cuevas-Garcia ’11 BBA Marketing married Gregory Garcia 
in Las Vegas, Nev., on Nov. 11, 2011. She is a Department of Defense 
employee at Naval Air Station-Corpus Christi. Once Gregory completes his 
degree in criminal justice, the couple plans to move to San Antonio, Texas.

Engagements & M arriages

Have you been thinking about ordering your Official University Ring? Make today the day! 
Call the Alumni Office at 1.877.482.6822 to place your order. We will inform you of how to 

get your bachelor’s ring upgraded to reflect your master’s degree free of charge.

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Alumni Association

www.IslanderNetwork.com • 866.482.6822 or  361.825.5787

A  S Y M B O L  O F  Y O U R  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T
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Veronica Ramirez ’01 BM Music 
is a voice coach in Laredo, Texas. 
She was appointed as music director 
for the 10th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Diocese of Laredo 
and will direct the Laredo Theater 
Guild International’s 2012 summer 
production of the musical “Cinderella.”

Manuel Cruz ’02 BA 
Communications lives in Carrollton, 
Texas. He has been cast as Rev. Ben 
Thompson in The Core Theatre’s 
production of “Don’t Kick the Turkeys.”

Lawrence Morgan ’03 MA English 
teaches technical/professional writing 
and freshman English at the University 
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. He has 
been recommended for tenure and 
promotion to associate professor of 
English.

Marie Metting-Boles ’04 BFA Art 
resides in Yorktown, Texas, where she 
is participating in the fourth year of Art 
Camp for the youth and community this 
summer. 

Reynaldo De Los Santos, Jr. ’04 BA 
Political Science is the city manager 
of Alice, Texas, where he resides with 
his wife, Stephanie Bain. They enjoy 

traveling, making new friends, and 
embracing life’s adventures.

Vanessa Ballmer ’04 BA English, 
’06 MA English lives in Katy, Texas, 
and teaches English for the Lone Star 
College System in the Houston area.
 
Carlota Santos ’05 BA 
Communication, ’08 MBA Business 
is a research specialist focusing on 
ecosystem services at the University’s 
Harte Research Institute for Gulf of 
Mexico Studies. She enjoys the sunny 
Texas days and outdoor activities such 
as surfing and soccer. When possible, 
she travels to her home country, 
Portugal, to visit family and friends.

Gregory Lee Diehlman ’05 BS 
Criminal Justice lives in Pershing, 
Ind., where he is working on his 
doctorate in public affairs with a 
concentration in criminal justice. 

Rudy L. Bentancourt ’06 MA Public 
Administration works for the City of 
Corpus Christi Neighborhood Services 
Department. He enjoys traveling, 
specifically cruises with his family and 
friends.

James Owens ’07 BA 
Communication sells Komatsu heavy 
machinery in Lubbock, Texas.

Angela Perryman ’07 BS Criminal 
Justice lives in Corpus Christi and is a 
student in the Medical Lab Technology 
program at Del Mar College.

Ashley Schmitt ’08 BA Music lives 
in Nacogdoches, Texas, and works in 
the Office of High-Impact Practices at 
Stephen F. Austin University. 

Brant Nugent ’08 BS Criminal 
Justice, ’11 MS Counseling and 
Guidance lives in Portland, Texas. He 
passed the National Counseling Exam 
and is now a licensed professional 
counselor intern.

Yolanda Cruz ’09 BS Criminal 
Justice lives in Corpus Christi and is 
working on an Associate in Applied 
Science degree in Medical Laboratory 
Technology at Del Mar College.

Nikte Flores ’09 BA 
Communications lives in San 
Antonio, Texas, and manages a portrait 
studio in Universal City, Texas. She is 
looking forward to traveling with friends 
and family.

Erika Iriarte ’09 BA Art is a student in 
the Masters of Architecture program at 
the University of Texas at San Antonio.

Elizabeth Lienau ’09 BA Art is 
pursuing her master’s degree and 
teacher’s certification at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi.

Robert MacDonald ’09 BS Criminal 
Justice lives in Uvalde, Texas, where 
he is the district chairman of Southwest 
Texas Boy Scouts of America.

Carlos Martinez ’09 BA Theatre 
teaches theatre arts at Gus Garcia 
Middle School in the San Antonio, 
Texas, ISD. He is a certified Zumba 
instructor and teaches classes four 
times a week. 

Vanisha Patel ’09 BA English lives in 
Corpus Christi. She is looking for a job 
abroad teaching English as a second 
language.

Rowdy Tidwell ’09 BA Theatre Arts 
lives in Houston, Texas, where he 
works with “Continuum,” a performance 
art group.

Danielle Whiteside ’09 BM Music 
with Teacher Certification is working 
on her master’s degree at Texas 
Women’s University. She also helps to 
direct her school’s pep band.

Chenika Fowler ’10 BA Psychology 
is working on her Ph.D. in the 
combined Psychology Program from 
Utah State University while living in 
Houston, Texas.

Dawn E. Taylor ’10 BS Criminal 
Justice will receive a Master of 
Science in Elementary Education in  
May.

Kimberly Jones ’10 BA English 
teaches English as a Second 
Language International at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi while 
pursuing a master’s degree in English.

Monica Marie Garcia ’11 BA Studio 
Art is working on her master’s degree 
in art at Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi and is looking forward to having 
her own exhibition. 

Rose Marie V. Rust ’11 BAS 
Applied Leadership lives in Corpus 
Christi. She and her spouse took 
a Christmas cruise to the Mexican 
Riviera where they visited Mayan ruins 
near Progresso, Mexico. She enjoys 
volunteering at alumni events such as 
graduation and homecoming.

colleGe oF 
NuRSING 
aND health 
ScIeNceS
Melissa Bubela Howell ’05 BSN 
Nursing lives in Sugar Land, Texas, 
with her 
husband, 
Jonathan, 
and their 
two children, 
Madison, 4, 
and Ethan, 
15 months. 
Jonathan is a deputy for the Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s Department. Melissa 
works as a staff nurse on a Medical-
Pulmonary unit at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Hospital.

Tammy Gerberding ’07 BSN Nursing 
works in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit in Corpus Christi. She plans to 
start the MSN in Nursing Leadership 
program in August 2012.

Linda B. Park ’07 BSN Nursing is the 
head nurse in the operating room for 
the Cardiovascular Thoracic Surgery 
Program at Dell Children’s Hospital in 
Austin, Texas. She plans to apply for 

Nominate an 
ALUMNUS 

who 
is a 

great representative 
of this 

University.
Deadline for submitting nominations 

Friday, Oct. 26, 2012.

See details and forms at www.IslanderNetwork.com 

Dr. Michelle Maresh
2012 Young Alumnus Award

the Doctors without Borders Program 
in the summer/fall of 2012.

Virginia Dossman ’07 MSN Nursing-
Leadership is an associate professor 
in Waco, Texas. She lives in 
Gatesville, Texas.

Maricela Martinez-Kimbrell ’09 BSN 
Nursing lives in Kenedy, Texas. She is 
in the MSN Leadership Track at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi and will 
graduate in August.

Acadia M. Hartsfield ’10 BSN 
Nursing lives in Yoakum, Texas, where 
she is a registered nurse on a medical 
surgical unit in a local hospital. She 
plans to attend graduate school in 
August.

Lindsay Hoskins ’11 BSN Nursing 
is an operating room nurse in her 
hometown of Aurora, Colo. 

Stephen Charles Richardson ’11 
MSN Nursing-Practitioner lives in 
Cibolo, Texas, where he is working 
on his doctorate degree in Nursing 
Practice from Chatham University. 

colleGe oF 
ScIeNce aND 
eNGINeeRING
Lloyd Calvin Lindeburg ’58 BS 
Petroleum Engineering is retired and, 
after 17 years of traveling in his RV, is 
spending time at his home in Corpus 
Christi, and on his ranch in Hondo, 
Texas.

John M. Stanley ’59 BS Engineering 
and his wife, Joan, live in Arlington, 
Texas, where they are helping their 
son, Charles, upgrade his Good Sam’s 
RV Camp. They also enjoy fishing for 
sandies, stripers, and catfish. Their 
daughter, Mary, and family live in 
Olathe, Kan.

Lyle John Burnham ’89 MS 
Computer Science manages a 
tutoring company in North Carolina. 
After graduation from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi, he worked 
in Arkansas, then moved to Maryland, 
where he was vice president of 
management information systems for a 
half billion dollar poultry company. 

Deborah Ann Alaniz ’98 BS Geology, 
Environmental Science works for 
a global Environmental Consulting 
firm in Corpus Christi. She has a 
daughter who is a senior at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi; and in fall 
2012, her youngest daughter will enroll 
at the University.

Lisa Barko Meaux ’98 BS 
Environmental Science lives in 
Houston, 
Texas, with her 
husband, Ben. 
They had their 
first child, Emily 
Jean, in January 
2011.

Danyel Tacker ’99 BS Biology 
married Matthew Tacker ’99 BS 
Chemistry and moved to Morgantown, 
W. Va., in late 2010. Danyel directs 
clinical chemistry in the West Virginia 
University Hospital lab. Matthew is the 
academic laboratory manager in the 
Chemistry Department at 
West Virginia University. 

Susie Mary Zepeda ’02 BS Biology 
and her husband, Phillip, live in San 
Antonio, Texas. They have a 3-year-old 
daughter, Nimue, and 
2-year-old son, Darian.

Samantha Mendoza ’06 BS 
Biomedical Sciences, ’09 MS 
Counseling is working as an applied 
behavior analyst through the University 
of North Texas while living in Corpus 
Christi. She enjoys volunteering with 
the Junior League of Corpus Christi.

Srinivas Jaini ’06 MS Computer 
Science lives in Fremont, Calif. His 
son, Raag, just turned 3.

Cassandra K. Zinke ’07 BS Biology, 
’07 BA Psychology lives in Corpus 
Christi and is excited about training for 
the upcoming Warrior Dash.

Isabel Claire Hemby ’07 BS 
Environmental Science is an 
environmental educator volunteer 
Peace Corps in Demnate, Morocco. 
She has participated in many health, 
youth development, and environmental 
projects during her service, and 
traveled throughout Europe.

Jessica Montalbo ’07 BS Biology is 
an industrial hygienist in San Antonio, 
Texas.

John M. Bradley ’07 BS Mechanical 
Engineering Technology lives in 
Sugar Land, Texas, where he plans to 
move into engineering sales.

Jacquelyn Reuther ’09 BS Biology 
is a Rosalie B. Hite and American 
Legions Auxiliary Fellow who is 
pursuing her Ph.D. in Cancer Genetics 
in Houston, Texas. Her research 
involves characterizing a novel tumor 
suppressor gene in breast cancer.

Lisa Reinertson ’09 BS Biomedical 
Sciences is continuing her 
education as a physician’s assistant 
at the University of St. Francis in 
Albuquerque, N.M. She will 
graduate in April 2012.

Lauren Weatherly ’10 MS Geospatial 
Surveying Engineering lives in 
Houston, Texas, where she is a 
Geographic Information System 
specialist for Mustang Engineering.

Tiffany Hearne ’ 10 BS Biomedical 
Sciences is pursuing her MBA from 
Texas A&M 
University-
Corpus 
Christi while 
working as an 
administrative 
assistant in 
the College of 
Liberal Arts.
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laSt looK

University student organizations decorated floats and participated in the Homecoming parade January 28 in downtown Corpus Christi.

Liberty Mutual is a proud 
partner of  Texas A&M 
University - Corpus Christi

Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi

 

For additional information about Liberty Mutual and our car 

and home insurance, please contact us at (800)524-9400 or visit us

at libertymutual.com/tamucc.
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It’s Your Island University Calling!
It’s your Island Callers on the line. Will you answer?
Each student who has earned the opportunity to serve as an 
Island Caller is also your connection to learn about the great 
things that are going on at your University.  

Be a part of our growth. After all, you share the 
experiences of being an Islander. When Island Callers 
reach out, take a moment and ask what’s new on campus and 
support your Islanders. Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

361.825.2420

giving.tamucc.edu
Our Island Callers thank local businesses for their generous support, including: Hampton Inn San Antonio Downtown River Walk, HEB 
Plus	Saratoga,	Flowers	by	Toni,	Applebee’s,	Olive	Garden,	Water	Street	Seafood	Co.,	Tailfins,	Church’s	Chicken,	Johnny	Carino’s	Ital-
ian, Hua T’ai Hunan Gourmet, Mandarin Garden, Denise’s Unlimited Salon, Snoopy’s Pier.  
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