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capability directly benefits the University’s geospatial computing 
program and significantly advances the University’s competitive-
ness for federally-funded research. And, our Harte Research Insti-
tute for Gulf of Mexico Studies is leading the way in international 
cooperation to conserve and protect the natural resources of the 
world’s 10th largest body of water.
 These are just a couple of examples of how faculty, scientists, 
and students from our five Colleges are impacting the world around 
us. Because, in today’s world, it is not only our responsibility to 
provide students with the best-possible education, it is our charge to 
give them the experience, tools, and desire to become leaders in an  
ever-changing world. 
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Have You Heard

  6
Dr. Mark Olson returns home  
to inspire the next generation  
of scientists.

Catch up with your 
classmates and see 
what great things 
Islanders are doing 
in the world.

Dr. Darek Bogucki’s  
sensor tracks  

movement of water 
in Gulf of Mexico.
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Eureka moment leads 

Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi business alum 
to creation of unique 

fashion accessory.

is produced in fall and spring by the Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi Office of Marketing & 
Communications, part of the Division of Institutional 

Advancement. Content in the magazine is designed to enlighten the University’s alumni 
and friends on Texas A&M-Corpus Christi’s people, programs and activities. Comments and 
editorial ideas should be sent to:
The Islander c/o Office of Marketing & Communications, 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5726, Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-5726

ON THE COVER
It takes a view of the entire globe to clearly 
see the impact of the Island University. With 
research, learning and service spread across 
several continents, under water and in the air; 
Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi has a 
hand in improvements all over the world.
 
Take a look at just some of those projects
p.13

Fa2012

This symbol
indicates an 

interactive online  
feature at

www.tamucc.edu

A World of Opportunity.
While we start another semester by breaking records, with first-

time student enrollment well-above expectations and the largest 
wind energy installation of its kind, it’s important to remember 

that on our island, “no man is an island.”
 From the world’s highest mountain peaks to the depths 
of the ocean floor, our scientists, researchers, and faculty are 
making a global impact in education, healthcare, business, 
the arts, science, and conservation of the world’s most im-
portant natural resources.
 This year, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi be-
came one of just 15 universities in the United States to 
receive authorization to fly the RS-16 unmanned aircraft 
into national airspace. The Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
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Ocean in Motion
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Islanders make an 
impact around the 
world. Take a trip 

and see what 
they are doing.
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ISLANDERS ATHLETICS CAMPUS BRIEFS

Chadwick takes 
reins on the court

Texas A&M-Corpus Christi women’s bas-
ketball team gained a 28-year veteran of  the 
women’s college basketball coaching ranks 
on April 11 when Royce Chadwick was 
named the fourth women’s basketball coach 
in Islanders history.
     Chadwick had  spent the last 11 years 
at Marshall University in West Virginia and 
comes to the Island University with 561 
wins. Those wins have accumulated  from 
stops at Marshall, Stephen F. Austin, Sam 
Houston State, Oklahoma Panhandle State 
and Howard Junior College. Chadwick has 
advanced his teams to seven NCAA Tourna-
ment appearances.
     Chadwick advanced his 1996 team to the 

Sweet Sixteen. He also guided the Ladyjacks to six conference tournament titles 
while finishing 128-14 in conference play. 
 Chadwick earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State in 1980 and later earned a Master’s Degree in Business Education 
from his alma mater in 1982.
 He is the proud father of  two daughters, Kasi, 24, and Kelsi, 21.

STEM Camp Inspires  
Next Generation of Scientists 
Teams of high school students from across 
the state waited poolside in anticipation of 
launching an underwater Remotely Operated 
Vehicle (ROV).  
 The ROV was fitted with attachments 

they designed over the summer to improve 
grasping and navigation capabilities at a 
depth of 12 feet.
 The ROV underwater manipulation and 
navigation contest was one of the highlights 
of the College of Science and Engineering’s 
first “STEM Summer Institute: Underwater 
Robotics” program. The program is just one 
way the Island University is inspiring our 
next generation of engineers and scientists to 
pursue advanced degrees in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
areas, leading to high-demand career fields 
across the nation. 
 Whether they were from the sprawl-
ing Houston metropolitan area or the rural 
city of San Benito in the Rio Grande Valley, 
students at the camp got the same excite-
ment as they got a glimpse into oceanogra-
phy research and engineering opportunities, 
especially ROV operation. 
 “It is very important for us to stimulate 
their interest in engineering at a younger 
age,” says Dr. Dugan Um, an assistant 

professor in the College of Science and Engi-
neering. “They will think about this as their 
professional career path so that they will be 
involved in a lot of innovation in technology 
and science to make our lives better.” 
 The week-long camp featured lectures, 
exercises, hands-on activities, design and 
rapid prototyping, field trips, and proj-
ect competitions with prizes and “tuition 
grants” totaling $5,000. 

New Soccer & Track Stadium: 
Dr. Jack Dugan Provides Lead Gift

Dr. Jack T. Dugan says that there is “no better investment than to 
invest in the lives of our students.” 
 Dr. Dugan generously contributed the lead gift for the construc-
tion of the Island University’s first soccer and track stadium, which 
will greatly benefit our outstanding student-athletes. A groundbreak-
ing was celebrated in May at the Momentum Campus. 
  “As a former athlete currently in the in the medical field, I know 
the importance of having the proper facilities for athletes, which in 
turn promotes wellness,” says Dugan. “I wanted to be part of the 
enrichment of these student-athletes’ lives.” 
 On Aug. 3, The Texas A&M System Board of Regents approved 
naming the soccer and track stadium the “Dr. Jack Dugan Family 
Soccer & Track Stadium.”
  “Dr. Dugan has been a great supporter of Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Corpus Christi for many years,” says University President Flavius 
Killebrew. “He is once again showing his unwavering support for the 
University through his philanthropic gift for this stadium. Because 
of his gift, this University is going to have one of the premier soccer/
track and field facilities in South Texas.” 

About the facility: The facility, which features a soccer 
field enclosed by an eight-lane track, will be home to the Islanders 
track team and the newly-established Islanders women’s soccer 
program. After completion, it will host Southland Conference 
competitions and non-conference games and tournaments featuring 
nationally-prominent programs from across the country.

Completion Date: May 2013

Cost: $9.6 million

Size: 15,300-square-feet 

Amenities: Seating for up to 750 spectators, concessions, a 
press box, private suites, locker rooms, training rooms, storage, a 
ticket office, coaching offices, and a paved parking lot.

COACH CHADWICK BY THE NUMBERS

Career wins for Chadwick

NCAA Tournament bids

Division I winning percentage

Career winning percentage in  
Southland Conference games

Fans in Marshall’s school-
record crowd for 2004 game 
against Kentucky

Average wins per season in  
Chadwick’s career

Years that Chadwick has 
served as a head coach in 
women’s college basketball

Career wins in NCAA  
Tournament play

Year of MAC East title  
for Marshall, the first in  
program history

Year that Chadwick was named  
Southland Coach of the Year

561
7

.606

.829

7,017

20

28

4

2005

1997

See it for yourself! 
Check out a video of Chadwick in action at http://youtu.be/yk5dPKz6w7w

See it for yourself! 
Check out the video of the groundbreaking at: http://youtu.be/xvBNiEJMLFE

(left to right) Assistant Coach Geoff Grawn, Coach Chadwick,  
Alisa Roberts, and Damequia Montgomery

Brian Wang and Matthew White take 
part in ROV research

Coach Chadwick with Trish Amboree

Architectural rendering

Kristopher Novak,Eulogio Martinez,Brian 
Wang,Fernando Trujano,Trent Freeman, 
Kyle Novak, and Joshua Parkman
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NEWS & FEATURES

Dr. Darek Bogucki designs sensor to track 
movement of water in Gulf of Mexico    
Dr. Darek Bogucki has created an optical turbulence sensor used 
this summer aboard the Research Vessel “Walton Smith” to track the 
movement of water in the Gulf of Mexico. Not only did he design the 
sensor, but he holds the only patent of its kind.
 The sensor is taking an essential first step in understanding the 
complex and elusive surface ocean currents that transport pollutants 
around the Gulf. 
 “This is the fastest existing thermometer capable of measuring the 
smallest ocean flows, which are essential ingredients of ocean disper-
sion processes,” says Bogucki, assistant professor in the Department of 
Physical and Life Sciences. 
 Bogucki is leading a key element of the largest upper ocean 
dispersion experiment in the Gulf as part of the Consortium for 
Advanced Research on Transport of Hydrocarbon in the Environ-
ment (CARTHE) funded by the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative 
(GoMRI) award.
 His first results were collected during Grand Lagrangian Deploy-
ment Experiment (GLAD) in late July 2012. The results ultimately will 
be used for improved prediction of ocean flows during oil spills, better 
weather prediction, and possibly better hurricane forecasts.  He plans 
to present early results at the “Oil Spill and Ecosystem Science Confer-
ence” in January 2013 in New Orleans, La.  
 Presently, the movement of the ocean has remained one of phys-

ics’ greatest mysteries. After the BP Deepwater Horizon oil rig released 
more than 200 million gallons of oil into the ocean, scientists weren’t 
exactly sure where the plume would end up. 
 Bogucki hopes his research will answer those questions by investi-
gating how small ocean flows in one area of the Gulf of Mexico could 

carry the pollutants to other 
parts of the planet. 
 “There are many re-
searchers around the world 
trying to understand the 
ocean’s movement, and how 
we can effectively model it,” 
he says.  
      Bogucki plans to publish 
the results in the Journal of 
Geophysical Research. 
      “The more we under-
stand how these ocean sys-
tems work, the more benefit 
it can have for industries, 
businesses, and major cities 
along the Gulf Coast,” he 
says. 
 

While still a student in high school, Veronica 
Perales thought about a career in nursing but 
didn’t know how to get started. Then, when 
she heard about the CAREER program being 
offered through Texas A&M University’s Col-
lege of  Nursing and Health Sciences, she saw 
her opportunity.

 Perales, now a sophomore pre-nursing 
student at the Island University, entered the 
program at Corpus Christi Ray High School. 
She credits the program with guiding her to 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and a 
career in nursing.
 “My experience in high school helped me 

understand what I needed 
to do to become a nurse,” 
says Perales. “When I 
toured the labs and got to 
shadow a nursing student, 
I knew that this is what I 
want to do; I want to be 
a nurse and Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi has a great 
nursing program.”
      Through the CAREER 
Program, which is funded 
by a $900,000 three-year 
Nursing Workforce Diver-

sity Grant from the Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration, the College of  Nursing 
and Health Sciences is addressing the barriers 
to the recruitment, retention, and graduation 
of  groups underrepresented in the nursing 
field. In its first two years, the program, which 
targets pre-nursing and nursing students as 
well as high school students, has provided 
scholarships and stipends to more than 100 
nursing and pre-nursing students and reached 
out to more than 200 additional middle and 
high school students who are considering 
careers in healthcare.
 “The program takes a holistic approach 
that focuses on physical health, social bal-
ance, and academic success,” says Dr. Bunny 
Forgione, Associate Dean of  the College of  
Nursing and Health Sciences. “It has taken 
some of  the financial stress out of  students’ 
lives, which helps them concentrate on their 
academic goals.”

Ocean in Motion

CAREER Program Helping  
Underrepresented Groups Pursue Nursing Degree

Bringing the World to the Island
Distinguished Speaker Series Presents Leaders in National, International Affairs

The Distinguished Speaker Series at Texas A&M University- 
Corpus Christi brings leading national and international speakers to 
campus to address some of  today’s most compelling issues and stories 
in global politics and world affairs. These leaders generate thought-
provoking and stimulating conversations that provide rich context on 
current events and open windows into the future with all its uncer-
tainties and opportunities.
 In September, Dr. Michio Kaku, a leader in the field of  theoreti-
cal physics and cofounder of  string field theory, mesmerized a sold-
out Performing Arts Center with his vision of  a future that includes 
computers controlled by tiny brain sensors, cars that use GPS technol-
ogy to drive themselves, advances in molecular medicine that will allow 
scientists to grow almost every organ in the body, and the nanotechnol-
ogy to build a space elevator, which would propel humans hundreds of  
miles above the earth’s atmosphere at the push of  a button.
 A portion of  the net proceeds from the Distinguished Speaker 
Series go toward scholarships for students attending Texas A&M- 
Corpus Christi.
 Sign up for the newsletter at http://dss.tamucc.edu

Dr. Michio Kaku

NEWS & FEATURES

March 26, 2013 
Dr. Bob Ballard  |  Oceanographer and Deep Sea Explorer
On a cold April night in 1912, the magnificent 
new liner R.M.S. Titanic struck an iceberg and 
sank beneath the icy waters of the North Atlantic. 
The following day the words “TITANIC LOST” 
shocked the world.  

Seventy-three years later, on September 1, 
1985, the headline would proclaim “TITANIC 
FOUND” as explorer Dr. Robert Ballard and his 
team found this mighty legend in its watery grave 
12,000 feet down. 

“Bob Ballard has become a spokesman for the oceans,  
  and science couldn’t have selected a better person.”

Dr. Kaku and KRIS 6 News Dave Froehlich

Dr. Bogucki shows off the 
sensor.

Hear the fascinating of stories of discovery as Ballard walks you through his quests 
through Earth’s final frontier! Visit dss.tamucc.edu for tickets and sponsorships.
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The echoes of techno dance music coming from Dr. Mark Olson’s 
laboratory are said to be “the sounds of chemistry  
in the making.”  
 It’s where Olson’s best and brightest undergraduate 
students suit up in protective lab gear to work in 
the University’s first fully-synthetic materials 
chemistry laboratory. 
 A handful of young creative scien-
tists set up chemical reactions in elabo-
rate glassware, carefully handle vials 
of brightly colored compounds, and 
record observations. One of the stu-
dents proudly pulls open a full drawer 
to show off the group’s newly-created 
molecular architectures. This is not  
your average lab.   
 “We can literally make any molecule 
we can think of in this lab,” says Dr. Ol-
son, Assistant Professor of Organic Chemis-
try. “The most important aspect of our work is 
we’re designing molecules that behave the way we want 
them to, essentially molecular switches that can be turned on and 

off like a light.”
 His students from cities which include Corpus Christi, and 
Monterrey, Mexico, are actively learning a variety of techniques—

from nuclear magnetic resonance to dynamic laser light scat-
tering—to study the properties of the molecules they 

create.  
At the same time, they are gaining valuable 

experience for high-demand careers in areas 
such as materials chemistry, environmental 
chemistry, and chemical engineering. 
 “My students love what they do,” he says. 
“At the end of the day, they have created 
something new, a never-before-made com-
pound that they can call their own!”
      Currently, his team is developing smart 

detergents with a wide range of possible 
applications from environmental remediation 

to domestic usage, for applications including 
pharmaceutical and petroleum industries, helping to 

clean up oil spills and fracking water.
        And, their next frontier is molecular nanotechnology. 

Olson’s is the only lab on campus synthesizing metal nanoparticles 

DR. MARK OLSON CREATES FIRST FULLy-SyNTHETIC  
MATERIALS CHEMISTRy LABORATORy ON CAMPUS

DR. MARK OLSON
Dr. Mark Olson’s vision 
when he returned to  
the Island University  
was to produce top-notch 
scientists, and exercise the 
freedom to pursue his own 
“chemical romance.”
       “I tell my students 
that I know exactly where 
they’re coming from,” says 
Olson, who received his 

Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry in 2005 from Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi. “I tell them, ‘10 years ago, I was sitting in 
your exact same chair.’”
 As an undergraduate student, he worked as a research as-
sistant for Drs. Eugene and Fereshteh Billiot. He continued his 
studies with a brief summer stay at the California Institute of 
Technology developing fluorescent chemical sensors for device 
applications before being accepted to the Ph.D. programs at Rice 
University, Purdue University, and the University of California, 
Los Angeles. At UCLA, he worked under Sir James Fraser Stod-
dart, who at the time was the second most-cited living chemist in 
the world. 
 After working toward his Ph.D. at UCLA for three years, 
he moved to Northwestern University, where he graduated in 
2010. Later that fall, he accepted his current position at A&M-
Corpus Christi. 
 “This is the perfect place to grow,” he says. “I’m doing 
chemistry side-by-side with my students. At a larger institution, 
that process is detached. I can walk into my lab and get my 
hands dirty.” 

and coating them with the molecules that his students make in the 
lab. 
 “When studying chemistry, it’s not enough to be book smart,” 
Olson says. “You have to have that hands-on component, and the 
classic Liebig approach of the apprentice and the master.”
 Olson teaches the same concepts that he learned as a  
Ph.D. candidate to his undergraduates, who will soon be published 
in several worldwide “high-impact” journals. He’s also reaching out 
to groups underrepresented in STEM areas, showing the endless 
rewards that come with hard work. 
 Marco Messina, a Tuloso-Midway High School graduate, 
spends 40 hours in the lab each week. He’s fortunate to receive a 
monthly stipend from the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Par-
ticipation (LSAMP) to work in the lab, and is paid as a supplemen-
tal instructor for Olson. 
 “Right from the get-go, it was apparent that the people work-
ing with Dr. Olson are going somewhere,” he says. “What I have 
learned in the lab is more than I could have ever hoped to gain at 
this University. It has given me tons of experience.”  

I N T H E  M A K I N G

DID yOU KNOW?

At the time he 
graduated with his 

Ph.D., Dr. Mark Olson  
had published  

20 peer-reviewed 
journal manuscripts  

in “high-impact” 
journals such as 

Proceedings of the 
National Academy  

of Sciences, 
Angewandte Chemie, 

and Nature Chemistry.
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KRENECK RETIRES AS ASSoCIATE DIRECToR 
foR SPECIAL CoLLECTIoNS AND ARCHIvES

T H R o U G H  T H E  Y E A R S

During his 22 years as Associate Director for 
Special Collections and Archives, Dr.  Thomas 
H. Kreneck oversaw a prolific expansion of  the 
University’s rare Texana books and manuscript col-
lections dealing with Corpus Christi and its South 
Texas environs.
 Kreneck, an expert in Texas history, curated 
the Kilgore Collection and worked with the Kilgore 
family to create the Daniel E. and Carol Isensee 
Kilgore Endowment for Texana. With a specialty 
in Mexican American archival resources, Kreneck 
worked with many local Hispanic families to acquire 

their materials for the University including the 
University’s acquisition of  the Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
Papers.
 Kreneck was also instrumental in acquiring 
the surveying records of  three generations of  
Blucher family surveyors, the records of  former 
Nueces County Surveyor William W. Green, and 
several other important professional surveyors. He 
also acquired historically-valuable documents of  
former U.S. Rep. Solomon P. Ortiz spanning more 
than a quarter-century career in Congress.

1989 1992 2000
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Joining the University as vice president in the newly-created department 
of  Student Engagement and Success, Dr. Don Albrecht is helping indi-
vidual students reach their personal goals while focusing on the welfare of  
the growing student body and maximizing the Island University’s empha-
sis on retention and engagement.
 Formerly the Division of  Student Affairs, the division’s new name 
reflects Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi’s commitment to ensur-
ing that all students have the support they need in every aspect of  the 
University experience.

 “But, in addition to providing a top-quality education, our goal is 
to help students embrace diversity, develop leadership skills, and prepare 
them for careers of  lifelong learning and responsible citizenship.”
 Albrecht graduated from Texas A&M University in 1976 with a 
Bachelor of  Business Administration. He earned his Master of  Educa-
tion degree from Texas A&M in 1977 and, in August 1989, was awarded 

his Doctor of  Philosophy in Educational Administration from Texas 
A&M University.
 From September 1977 to August 1985, Albrecht served in Student 
Activities at Texas A&M University. He was named Director of  Student 
Activities at Baylor University in 1985 and, in 1987, became Assistant 
Dean for Student Activities. He joined the administration at West Texas 
A&M University in 1992 as Associate Dean of  Student Services and, 
since 1993, had served as Vice President for Student Affairs.

DIvISIoN of STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND SUCCESS  
EMPHASIzING RETENTIoN, GRADUATIoN, AND PERSoNAL GoALS

“We are proud that our students 
surpass the state retention and 
graduation rates,” says Albrecht.

Sweeping the ADDYs 
For the last seven years, Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi students have swept the ADDY 
Awards at the American Advertising Federation-
Corpus Christi Chapter competitions which include 
design, advertising, video, photography, and best 
of show categories.  In all, more than 80 University 
students have received awards. 

 The University has had many gold and silver 
regional winners go on to compete and win at the 10th 
District (Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and  
Arkansas) with those gold district winners proceeding 
to the national competition. 
 This year marked the first time a Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi student has received a national ADDY 
Award. Macy Sarchet, a spring 2012 University gradu-
ate, received a Silver National ADDY Award during 
the American Advertising Federation’s National An-
nual Convention held in June in Austin, Texas.
 Sarchet, who has a Bachelor of Arts in Com-
munication-Media Studies with a minor in Art, was 
presented the award in  the AAF’s national student 
and professional competition for her outstanding work 
in graphic design for “The Birds” poster series.

After an impressive amateur career that included technical 
knockouts (TKO) over two opponents, Island University freshman 
Jordan Nicole Garza made here professional MMA (mixed martial 
arts) debut in June with a split-decision loss in the UWF Tournament 
of Warriors at the American Bank Center in Corpus Christi. Nicole, 
a former cheerleader at Corpus Christi Carroll High School, is a 
Kinesiology major in the College of Education.

See it for yourself! 
See a slideshow of Albrecht’s 
reception on Flickr at  
www.tamucc.edu.

Dr. Don Albrecht, new 
Vice President of 
Student Engagement 
and Success, meeting 
with students at the 
University Center. Marcy Sarchet received a national 

ADDy award for her work pictured right.

Knockout Student
Jordan Garza takes on MMA
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Artificial Reefs Provide Marine Life with Permanent Homes

Thriving ecosystems of  abundant marine life have settled into 
“permanent” homes around abandoned oil and gas platforms and 
other artificial structures in the Gulf  of  Mexico. Many structures are 
referred to as “idle iron,” because they are no longer producing but 
have become popular places for fishermen and divers.  
 “They’re like an oasis in the desert,” says Dr. Greg Stunz, En-
dowed Chair for Fisheries and Ocean Health at the Harte Research 
Institute for Gulf  of  Mexico Studies. “Wherever you have a structure, 
you will have a congregation of  marine life.” 

 Stunz is leading a two-year project monitoring Texas artificial 
reefs funded through Texas Parks and Wildlife. In all, Stunz and his 
researchers will collect data on 14 structures near Port Aransas, Port 
O’Connor, and Port Mansfield, all part of  the Texas Artificial Reef  
Program. He hopes the project will provide important scientific infor-
mation to help determine how fish populations utilize these surrogate 
reef  habitats. 
 “One of  the main reasons that fisheries have remained a multi-
billion dollar industry and a renewable resource is because of  their 
valuable habitats,” says Stunz.  However, the Department of  the 
Interior’s “Idle Iron Policy” would require the removal of  all wells 
that have not been used in the last five years. Stunz is concerned that 
removing these platforms which contain such an immense quantity 
of  ocean organisms could have detrimental impacts on the marine 
ecosystem.
 “Artificial reefs are a way to enhance and rebuild some of  the 
damage that has been done to the ocean,” Stunz says. “We’d like to 
see a reprieve from the ‘Idle Iron Policy,’ at least until we get a better 
scientific grasp on the role these structures play in the Gulf  ecosys-
tem.”
 Stunz adds that this work being conducted in the  
Gulf  of  Mexico can be viewed as a role model for other countries 
with numerous artificial reefs including Norway and areas surround-
ing the Baltic Sea. He stresses that what happens in the Gulf  also 
directly affects our nearby neighbors in Mexico and Cuba.

Marine Science Graduate Students 
Dive flower Garden Banks
Marine science graduate students encoun-
tered whale sharks, sea turtles, and coral 
fish during a five-day cruise in August to 
the Flower Garden Banks National Marine 
Sanctuary with scientists from the Harte 
Research Institute. 
 The timing was perfect to view a coral 
spawn, an annual event, nine days after the 
first full moon in August, that attracts a 
multitude of  sea creatures. The cruise also 
helped students become comfortable with 
scientific diving.
 “The Flower Gardens are one of  the 
natural wonders of  the Gulf  of  Mexico,” 
says Dr. Larry McKinney, HRI Executive 
Director and chief  scientist for the cruise. 
“The HRI exists so we can have places like 

the Flower Gardens in the Gulf.  We want to 
make sure our students see this before they 
move on to their future careers.”
 Postdoctoral researchers, undergradu-
ate students, endowed chairs, and research 
scientists also attended the cruise, as well 
as Dr. Sylvia Earle, a National Geographic 
explorer-in-residence who is chair of  the 
HRI advisory committee.
 “It’s a thrill for our students to dive with 
one of  the world’s greatest ocean explorers 
like Dr. Earle,” says McKinney.

Landscape is Green  
for Aspiring Surveyors

It’s one of  the world’s oldest professions; and its professionals are 
some of  the oldest in the world.
 The trade of  surveying dates back to the ancient Egyptians 
and was the chosen profession of  three of  the four U.S. presi-
dents on Mount Rushmore. However, in Texas, surveyors are 
now a rare breed, with more surveying professionals over the age 
of  70 than under the age of  40. It’s a situation that breeds crisis 
and opportunity at the same time.
 According to the U.S. Bureau of  Labor Statistics, the average 
annual salary for all experience levels of  surveying and mapping 
scientists is $63,000, comparable to that of  engineering and busi-
ness graduates. And, with more than twice as many Texas survey-
ors over the age of  50 
as under, the demand 
is becoming even more 
critical.
 “All our graduates 
are fully employed, 
and when the economy 
improves there will be 
a really big shortage of  
surveyors,” predicts Dr.  
Gary Jeffress, Director 
of  the Conrad Blucher 
Institute for Surveying 
and Science. “We’ve 
had students walk right 
into a job with the 
promise that they’ll 
take over the business 
once they are more 
experienced.”

Blucher Institute for Surveying  
and Science Measures  
Threats to Gulf Coast
Since 1989, the Conrad Blucher Institute for Surveying and Science 
has provided real-time meteorological information essential for 
predicting and measuring water levels throughout the Texas Coastal 
Ocean Observation Network (TCOON), a string of  more than 25 
monitoring stations along the Texas Gulf  Coast.
 Now, with the addition of  six new Sentinel stations, scientists at  

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi will 
be able to provide accurate real-time data 
even if the coast is hit by a major storm. 

Unlike the older stations which are often knocked out by surging 
water, the new monitors, are installed on four-pile structures and 
placed approximately 15 feet above mean sea level and can continue 
to transmit data even in the face of  a category four hurricane.
 “The relatively high rate of  sea level rise along the northern 
Gulf  of  Mexico requires continuous monitoring,” says Dr. Gary 
Jeffress, Director of  the Blucher Institute. “Five of  the largest U.S. 
ports in tonnage shipped are located in this area and disruptions due 
to storms can affect the entire nation.”
 The Physical Oceanographic Real Time System (PORTS) is an 
extension of  the TCOON. Developed by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), this network of  data collec-
tion stations measures and disseminates real-time measurements of  
water levels, currents, wind speed and direction, and other informa-
tion mariners need to safely navigate the narrow channels connect-
ing the Gulf  Coast waters and inland ports.
 On land, the Blucher Institute is updating elevations along 
the Texas coast as part of  the National Height Modernization Proj-
ect. In surveying 20 locations last year, Jeffress and his team found 
that many areas have dropped by as much as 1.5 feet since elevations 
were last measured in the 1950s, largely due to the extraction of  oil, 
gas, and water from the ground. At the same time, climate change is 
causing sea levels to rise, making areas not previously vulnerable to 
flooding more likely to be at risk.
 “Even one hurricane anywhere along the Texas coast can be 
dangerous for all residences and businesses close to the water,” 
stresses Jeffress. “In 2008, when Hurricane Ike hit Texas, flooding 
caused almost $30 million in storm damage in Jefferson County be-
cause an entire subdivision had been built using outdated data. The 
result was that landowners were forced to abandon their property.”

An ‘Idle Iron’ oasis

See it for yourself! 
Check out video and photos at http://tamucc.
edu/news/2012/08/FlowerGardenBanks.html. 

Divers explore the artifical reef structure

The Flower Gardens reef trip provides 
students with hands-on research 
opportunities.

(left to right) Sergey Reid, Dr. Gary 
Jeffress, and Julien Clifford

FEATURES

TCOON Monitoring Station at Packery Channel in 
Corpus Christi 
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on the Land and on the Sea



Deep down on the shores of Palau and high up on the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, you 
can see the impact of millions of dollars in research and uncountable hours of service at the 
Island University. As you look into classrooms and labs on the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, 
you’ll find it may just be the tip of the iceberg. 

UnIversIty Innovates research to provIde 
vaLUabLe worLdwIde Impact, create soLUtIons
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online Programs offer flexible Learning to 
Accommodate Students’ Needs
The rapidly-expanding Office of Distance Education is providing high-quality flexible online 
classes to meet the needs of students who are juggling demanding family and work schedules as 
well as those living in rural areas.
 “We are constantly adding online offerings to reach out to the vast reservoir of talented 
students across Texas,” says Dr. Lauren Cifuentes, Director of Distance Education and Learning 
Technologies. “Through 
these programs, students 
who might not otherwise 
be able to earn a college 
degree can benefit from 
the expertise of our ex-
cellent faculty and learn 
the skills for a rewarding 
career that will also give 
them the means and op-
portunity to give back to 
the community.” 

Online programs now available include:
• Master of Business Administration 
•  Master of Science, Geospatial  

Surveying Engineering
•  Master of Science, Family Nurse 

Practitioner, Leadership in Nursing 
Systems, Nurse Educator

•  Master of Science, Educational 
Technology

• Bachelor of Science, Nursing
• eLine Military Program
•  Bachelor of Science, Geographic 

Information Science

Upcoming online programs include:
• Master of Public Administration
• Public Administration Certificate
•  Master of Science, Curriculum and 

Instruction
•  Master of Science, Program 

Evaluation
•  Elementary and Secondary Teacher 

Certification
•  Online Teaching and Course 

Development Certificate

See it for yourself! 
Check out how eLine helps 
military earn degrees online  
at http://youtu.be/
m5qV9rnEVhM

Dr. Bunny Forgione checks in with a student in the E-line 
Military Program.

Lena D. Coleman, founder and CEo of  
The L C foundation, Inc., recently established an 
endowment to help fund student scholarships, 
faculty enrichment, and activities and programs 
implemented through the President’s office.
 Creating a scholarship endowment is one 
way to ensure your contribution will remain in 
perpetuity to support higher education and to help 
the University remain competitive in attracting the 
brightest students.
 In recognition of donors making significant contributions to endowed 
scholarships, the University established the Endowed Scholarship Council. 
Donors with cumulative gifts to endowed scholarship funds of $50,000 or more 
are inducted into the Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Endowed Scholarship 
Council and recognized at the annual Endowed Scholarship Banquet.



“The potential exists for us to have a valuable worldwide impact for years to come,” says Dr. 
Luis Cifuentes, Vice President for Research, Commercialization and Outreach. “Although 
we’re contributing to area economies by producing the workforce and creating new jobs, we 
must innovate with research that can create solutions worldwide, now and in the future.” 

The University has some strong building blocks to grow its reputation. Our Conrad 
Blucher Institute (CBI) has transformed us into global leaders in coastal monitoring. “We 
have shared our expertise with agencies and organizations in Mexico, Belize, Honduras, and 
Guatemala,” says Dr. Philippe Tissot, Associate Director of the CBI. 

The Harte Research Institute is studying the effects of the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill, providing data to more effectively respond to environmental disasters in any body of 
water around the globe.

“We’re also exploring domestic and international laws that govern development of shared 
oil and gas fields in the Gulf of Mexico,” says Dr. Richard McLaughlin, Endowed Chair for 

Marine Policy and Law. “For the first time, Cuba is engaging in deep water hydrocarbon 
exploration. We’re one of the few universities in the U.S. to collaborate with Cuba.” 

Cifuentes says projects like these can become models for partnerships around the 
world that will harness the intellectual power of universities to better the lives of 

communities next door or in the next country.
“We have a responsibility to share our resources with governments, busi-

ness, and communities in order to make the most of our work, and give our 
students the best opportunities,” he says.  

Taking on the new role of Vice President for Research, 
Commercialization and Outreach, Dr. Luis Cifuentes serves 
as the critical link between University research and the global 
community.
 Dr. Cifuentes says in his new role, he’ll find ways to 
connect the millions of dollars in research that the University 
undertakes to potential economic benefits for the commu-
nity, the region, and beyond. 

“It takes a culture change to get research scientists and 
faculty to think of their work as a new potential commercial 
venture,” says Cifuentes. “We are all looking for the next 
Gatorade or wonder drug! What some of our professors do 
has potential to become a commercial venture.”

For example, a $700,000 U.S. Department of Defense 
research grant enabled Dr. Magesh Thiyagarajan’s Plasma 
Engineering Research Lab (PERL) to conduct  “cold plasma” 
research.

“Dr. Thiyagarajan’s research in conjunction with the 
plasma research at the Coastal Bend Business Innovation 
Center’s (PTI) Plasma Technology Inc. is making us into 
a leader in developing technologies which could have the 
potential to treat cancer, infections, wounds, and sterilize 
water around the world,” Cifuentes says.

here are some areas where oUr 
research has a gLobaL Impact:    

FIsherIes
• Studies of deepwater corals and their communities in 
   the Caribbean 
• Studies of fish populations in Indonesia, Micronesia, the 
   Solomon Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Palau, Puerto Rico, 
   and Costa Rica
• Limited fisheries policy and research collaborations with Cuba 

InternatIonaL stUdents 
• Foreign exchange students from China greeted Tianjin Pipe    
   Group Corporation (TPCO) leaders during their exploratory   
   visits to Corpus Christi. 

harte research InstItUte
• Assisting with “Agreement between the United States of America 
   and the United Mexican States Concerning Transboundary   
   Hydrocarbon Reservoirs in the Gulf Of Mexico” treaty signed in 
   February 2012. 
• Partnering with The Center for U.S. and Mexican Law at the 
   University of Houston for a binational research project to 
   explore the domestic and international laws that govern 
   development of shared oil and gas fields in the Gulf. 
• Bringing together experts from the two nations to improve 
   collaboration and find methods of more effectively responding 
   to future oil spills in the Gulf.
• Investigating with researchers and government officials in 
   Mexico and Cuba the feasibility of establishing a network of 
   marine-protected areas in the Gulf of Mexico.  

Unmanned aerIaL systems
• Global leader in research of Unmanned Aerial Systems/remotely 
   operated vehicles (ROV)

research
on the IsLand
Global

dr. LUIs cIFUentes
V i c e  p r e s i d e n t  fo r  r e s e a r c h , 
co m m e r c i a l i z at i o n  a n d  o u t r e ac h

Dr. Magesh Thiyagarajan, Dr. Luis Cifuentes and 
post-doctoral student, Abdollah Sarani

See it for yourself!
Play the UAV video at 
http://youtu.be/DlT4IBwQI8A
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stUdents From IndonesIa’s 
capItaL, rIo grande vaLLey 
become best FrIends 
Growing up in the heart of the Rio Grande Valley in the small town 
of Weslaco, Texas, Beija Muñiz would have never imagined that she 
would become best friends with an international student raised in one 
of the largest cities in the world.

Muñiz first met Vasha Bhatari, who is from Indonesia’s capital of 
Jakarta, in fall 2010 in the campus dorms. The following spring, the 
two finance majors grew close after Bhatari took a seat next to Muñiz 
in an accounting class. 

“Vasha first told me about her involvement with the business 
fraternity, and that’s how we began talking,” recalls Muñiz, a 
junior. “I don’t think I would have joined the fraternity if she 
didn’t tell me about it.”  
The pair is now plan-
ning a trip to Indonesia 
after graduation. In 
the short time they’ve 
known each other, they 
have taught each other 
Spanish and Indone-
sian phrases. Muñiz 
has invited Bhatari into 
her family’s home in 
Weslaco to celebrate 
Thanksgiving and 
Easter. In return, Bhatari has prepared Asian cuisine for Muñiz, and 
brought gifts from her summer visit to Indonesia, including colorful 
tunics and homemade desserts. 

Bhatari, a senior, keeps a busy schedule through her involvement 
in several campus organizations including the Beta Gamma Sigma 
honor society and the Finance Student Association. She is senior vice 
president of the Delta Sigma Pi Professional Business Fraternity and a 
resident advisor at Camden-Miramar Apartments.

“I grew up in a Chinese-Indonesian family where we are all taught 
to always do as much as we can, and seize every opportunity in front 

of us,” explains Bhatari. “The strong work ethics that run in my family 
have also been a great influence on me.”

According to Dr. Vinod Venkiteshwaran, Assistant Professor of 
Finance, Bhatari’s outgoing personality gets students motivated to 
participate in class, enhancing the learning atmosphere.  

 “When we discuss global companies in the United States, inter-
national students like Vasha are able to bring a new perspective on the 
same issue,” he says. “The culture is different; the business practices are 
different. We can’t have those talks without international students.” 

Bhatari says she often provides input of how the same company in 
the U.S. works in other parts of the world. 

 “I keep up with what’s happening in businesses in both the U.S. 
and in Asia,” she says. “My classmates tell me they really appreciate 
that about me.”

Recently, Venkiteshwaran 
hired Bhatari as his student 
assistant to assist him with re-
search and student tutoring. She 
was his top student in his spring 
financial management class. 

“I chose Vasha for her aca-
demic excellence,” he says. “She 
really wants to contribute, and is 
truly outstanding from hundreds 
of students.”

Of course, Muñiz is one of 
Bhatari’s biggest fans. Not only 
does Muñiz receive help with 

her accounting from Bhatari, but because of her best friend, Muñiz 
says she has become more accepting of different cultures, and more 
grateful overall. 

“Vasha has inspired me to want to do more in school,” says 
Muñiz. “She is always willing to help others even when she has so 
much to do herself.” But Bhatari agrees that the lessons learned go 
far beyond the classroom. 

 “I helped Beija realize that there’s a whole other world outside 
the U.S.,” says Bhatari. “I showed her that we are all students with the 
same struggles, but we have our own unique qualities.” 

gLobaL IsLanders program 
to brIng the worLd to oUr stUdents

The Island University has launched an 
exciting new program designed to bring 
the world right to the doorstep of its 
more than 10,000 students.   

The Global Islanders Program 
kicks off this fall with a focus on 
Mexico and Central America. Ev-
ery year, a new country or region 
will be highlighted. 

 “One of the elements in our 
Momentum 2015 Strategic Plan is 
to open up new global experiences for 
our students,” says Provost Christopher 
Markwood. “This program represents a col-
laborative, University-wide effort to help our students achieve 
a broader view of the world that they may otherwise not have a 
chance to experience.”

The Global Islanders Program is working to enhance many 
University experiences and learning environments such as film 
screenings, concerts, expert presentations, coffeehouse gather-
ings, and study abroad programs. The goal is to provide students 
with an international flavor. At the same time, the University is 
making community connections featuring events open to the 
public.  

Other components will include a spring trip available to 
students, faculty, staff, alumni, and community members, and 
a fundraising/service-learning project through the University’s 
Rotaract Club. The group plans to purchase clean water filtra-
tion systems to be used in Honduras in the spring. 

“As this program continues to develop, the list of Global 
Islanders events, activities, and those involved, will become 
extensive,” Markwood says. “The idea is that by the end of 
four years, the student will have traveled the world through 
these experiences.” 

“Like us” on Facebook!
Search Global Islander

Maria Alejandra Gironza 
junior mechanical engineering major

Hometown: Popayán, Colombia
Gironza works as a math tutor for the 
Center for Academic Student Achievement 
(CASA), and helps plan campus events as 
a member of the Colombian Student As-
sociation.  

Parthasarathy Krishnamoorthy
computer science graduate student

Hometown: Chennai, India
Krishnamoorthy is one of five international 
students who designed a website for the 
Molina Veterans Association. He serves as 
international affairs chair for the India 
Students Association.   

Ran Yao
senior communications major

Hometown: Zhengzhou, China
Yao, a mentor for the Center for Academic 
Student Achievement (CASA), has been 
integral to Dr. Diana Ivy’s “Comm Night” 
as a selected speaker. Yao is 
applying for her Master of Arts in 
Communication.

Kwadwo Amoako-Baah
computer science graduate student

Hometown: Ghana, West Africa
Amoako-Baah is one of five international 
students who designed a website for the 
Molina Veterans Association. He is also an 
algebra tutor for the Center for Academic 
Student Achievement (CASA). 

Baybars Kucuktekin
junior mechanical engineering major

Hometown: Izmir, Turkey
Kucuktekin, a teaching assistant for Dr. 
Magesh Thiyagarajan’s Material Science 
Class, works on numerous projects for the 
Mechanical Engineering Department. He 
works in the Bell Library Media Center, 
and is the events organizer for the Turkish 
Student Association. 

opposIte worLdsFrom

Miguel Sanchez and Vasha Bhatari Vasha Bhatari and Beija Muniz

oUtstandIng IsLanders 
From abroad
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While hiking up Mount Kilimanjaro over the summer, Dr. Pam 
Brouillard thought often about the students she’s worked with 
in her almost 20 years as a psychology professor at the Island 
University. In fact, when she began her pledge-driven ascent of 
Africa’s highest peak to help raise funds for educational materials in 
Tanzania, she took along a Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
banner.
 “I wanted to recognize my students and their many achieve-

ments including the mountains 
many of them had to climb 
to get a college degree,” she 
explains. “Raising money to 
improve the opportunities for 
school children in Tanzania is 
an extension of my belief that a 
quality education is the key to 
a better life and that, when you 
work together, the sky is the 
limit.”
      Brouillard’s climb was part 
of a fundraising campaign by 
Tanzania Development Sup-
port, a group that combats 
poverty through education, 

training, and community development. Before attempting the 
feat, she received monetary pledges that will provide reading ma-
terials for primary school children in the city of Nyegina and the 
surrounding villages.
 “The Kilimanjaro climb was a rare opportunity for me to em-
brace three of my greatest interests: travel, books, and service,” says 
Brouillard. “As challenging and daunting as the climb was, it pales 
in comparison to the obstacles to education and progress that the 
students of the Nyegina school face every day.”

Counseling and Educational Psychology graduate students taught families living in rural 
areas of the Costa Rican rainforest how to live healthier during their first study abroad trip 
to the Soltis Center for Research and Education in July. Students provided recommenda-
tions of services for special needs students, and offered strategies for teachers to provide 
personal, social, educational, and emotional support to students and their families. Island 
University students also met with students at the Technological Institute of Costa Rica for 
a mutual exchange of cultural knowledge. The students were accompanied by College of 
Education faculty members Dr. Michelle Hunnicutt Hollenbaugh and Dr. Lisa Wines. 

College of Education students visited the Soltis Center to carry out environmental 
science activities in the Costa Rican rainforest to develop ideas and strategies for teaching 
students of diverse cultures, belief systems, and experiences during the Maymester course 
“Environmental Science for the EC-12 Multicultural Classroom.” Faculty members in-
cluded Dr. Carmen Tejeda-Delgado, Sandra Metoyer, and Dr. Yvonne Castillo. 

Ryan O’Malley was one of several printmaking professors across the 
nation invited to participate in the “Printmaking in Graafika Festi-
val” held this summer in Pärnu, Estonia. The festival was organized 
by Academia Non Grata, an alternative independent art academy. 
While in Pärnu, the Island University Assistant Professor of Art had 
his own solo exhibition and held live performance printing at the 
2012 Kuldrula Skateboarding Competition. 
 After Estonia, O’Malley 
traveled to Riom and Ambert 
in Auvergne, France, to par-
ticipate in group exhibitions 
of contemporary American 
and French printmakers 
organized by French relief 
printmaker Marc Brunier-
Mestas, and incoming Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi Master 
of Fine Arts student Julia 
Curran. O’Malley held dem-
onstrations with residents, 
tourists, and children, 
and interviewed with 
La Montagne Magazine 
about the contemporary 
state of printmaking. 
 O’Malley is working 
to bring special guest 
artists representing both 
countries to Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi later this 
year and in 2013.  

“Sometimes you find yourself halfway around the world. And, 
sometimes, halfway around the world, you find yourself.”

That’s how Dr. Patricia Olenick, Associate Professor in the Col-
lege of Nursing and Health Sciences, sums up the three weeks she 
spent in June traveling the Philippine Islands with “Project Hope,” 
a volunteer group that works to make healthcare 
available to people throughout the 
world. Based aboard 
the USNS Mercy, 
the multinational 
team treated 600-700 
patients a day. Ole-
nick provided direct 
women’s healthcare to 
more than 100 patients 
with ailments ranging 
from headaches to cancer 

in makeshift clinics in auditoriums and schools.
Olenick, who lived in the Philippines for two years as a child, 

also participated in educational exchanges with local doctors and 
nurses. In addition, she taught local midwives skills in baby resusci-
tation using a bag and mask to achieve cardio-respiratory stability.

The medical volunteers followed a grueling schedule that began 
at 4:30 a.m. They worked in temperatures well over 100 degrees 
before calling it a day at around 8 p.m. However, the discomfort 

did not dampen Olenick’s enthusiasm.
“To participate in a 

multinational team in pro-
viding care and education to 
the people there was a dream 
come true,” she says. “As 
Gen. Douglas McArthur once 
said, I shall return!”

When swimmers step onto the starting 
blocks at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olym-
pics, chances are that some will have 
benefitted from strength and conditioning 
research from Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi kinesiology faculty.

Over the past two years, Dr. Jay 
Dawes, an Assistant Professor of Kine-
siology, has presented on combination 
training methods to over 600 Olympic, 
national, and youth swim coaches in 
China’s Wuhan city and to national-level 
youth swim coaches in Chengdu, China. 

In November, he will help deliver a 
training course to elite-level strength and 
conditioning coaches in Australia and will 
also travel to Tokyo and Kyoto to speak 
with Japanese national team fitness trainers 
and coaches about metabolic conditioning 
and speed and agility development.

Strength and conditioning re-
search is only one area of Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi kinesiology 
research impacting global competition. 
The combination of one the nation’s top 
kinesiology facilities and a group of some 
of the world’s most highly-credentialed 
faculty is generating ripple effects that 

change the sports world. Head Athletic Trainer 
Jerry Hilker has worked with athletes at the U.S. 
Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs. 
Faculty members including Sayuri Hiraishi, Dr. 
Randy Bonnette, and Dr. Frank Spaniol have also 
presented abroad.

Spaniol, renowned internationally for his pio-
neering research on visual training for athletes, has 
presented his findings at strength and conditioning 
conferences in Shanghai and Amsterdam. His work 
at the Olympic Training Center in Lisbon, the U.S. 
Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, and 
with the Chinese National Baseball Team has helped 
elite athletes improve biomechanics and train their 
eyes to react more quickly, improving their athletic 
performance.

Kinesiology’s sports management program 
is also making an impact. For the past two years, 
students have traveled to Portugal to market the 
Davis Cup, one of the world’s top men’s tennis 
competitions. The students also hosted a sports 
science clinic on visual training, nutrition, and 
biomechanics testing before the tournament.

The 140,000-square-foot Island Hall, home 
of the Kinesiology Program in the College of 
Business, is the ideal platform for game-changing 
research. The facility, one of the top in the nation, 
features separate dedicated labs for biomechanics, 
motor development, and exercise physiology. It also 
includes an athletic training center and extensive 
facilities for recreational and competitive sports, 
research, and training. 

For edUcatIonClimbing the Mountain
In eUropePrintmaking

to FamILIes In rUraL costa rIcaGraduate Students Reach Out

For heaLthcare
Taking to the High Seas

and research

worLdwIde
Training 
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DR. ANDREAS fAHLMAN

As an experienced deep-sea diver, Dr. An-
dreas Fahlman is fully aware of  the effects 
that rapid decompression can have on the 
human body. As a researcher in the College 
of  Science and Engineering, he is intrigued 
by the question of  how marine animals 
respond physiologically and behaviorally to 
hypoxia and elevated pressures as they travel 
through and dwell among a wide range of  
habitats. 

 “In my research, I use both mathematical models and experiments to 
investigate when and how lungs collapse in marine mammals and if  breath-
holding diving animals ever experience nitrogen levels that could result in 
decompression sickness,” says Fahlman, a former specialist at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution’s Marine Mammal Center. “If  so, this raises the 
question: to what extent does nitrogen limit di ing performance in marine 
animals?”
 Since graduating summa cum laude in Multidisciplinary Studies 
from Hawaii Pacific University in 1994, Fahlman, a native of  Sweden, 
has traveled the world, living in the United States, England, South Africa, 
and British Columbia. In 2000, he earned his Doctor of  Philosophy from 
Carleton University in Ottawa, Alberta, Canada. He joined
the University faculty in 2011.

DR. CHRIS BIRD

Most people believe that evolution is a slow 
process that takes place over thousands and 
even millions of  years. But for Dr. Chris 
Bird, it is a daily process that has a profound 
effect on marine animals and the industries 
that depend on their health and survival.
      “Human beings have altered most 
everything in the world and that includes 

the species that populate our oceans,” says Bird, a molecular biologist 
who studies marine conservation and management. “We are inadvertently 
affecting how marine life is evolving. Whether it’s overfishing, pollution 
from agriculture and industry byproducts, or the warming and acidifi-
cation of  the oceans, we are changing the genetic structure of  marine 
populations day-by-day by altering natural selection.”
 In his work, Bird, who joined the faculty at the Island University 
this fall after serving five years as a postdoctoral fellow at the University 
of  Hawaii, studies factors that control the genetic structure of  marine 
organisms. He is studying how harvesting regulations affect the evolution 
of  populations and how that, in turn, affects the fishery yield. Bird also 
uses genetic data to design marine protected area (MPA) networks that 
increase fishery yield and population stability.

NEW PRofESSoRS BRING IN  
ExPERTISE oN MARINE MAMMALS

Dr. Riccardo Mozzachiodi, Assistant Professor of Neuroscience, 
was invited to present on the work he and his students have 
conducted on the study of memory using the marine snail Aplysia 
californica during the “10th East European Conference of the 
International Society for Invertebrate Neurobiology” held Sept. 
6-10 in Moscow, Russia. 

The meeting was organized by the Russian Academy of 
Sciences and the Russian Physiological Society (Neuroscience 
Chapter).

“This was an excellent opportunity to display to an 
international audience the groundbreaking research activity 
conducted by graduate and undergraduate students at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi,” says Mozzachiodi. 

The goal of the conference was to have invited speakers from 
all over the world present comprehensive and up-to-date 
reviews of recent developments in the field and 
the future directions of research. 

hIs research on memory Neuroscientist P
resents

While living as a missionary in the wilds of Brazil for almost two years, Greg Johnson 
learned what it means to depend on God for many things that most people take for 
granted. “From his first day on campus he has been a self-starter, meeting students, 
sharing his story, and helping freshmen transition to university life,” says BSM direc-
tor Eric Bean. “It’s obvious that Greg has a calling to minister in other cultures and 
that will help create a culture of missions within the BSM.”
         Now, Johnson is sharing his faith with students as an intern with the Baptist 
Student Ministry (BSM), which has been part of the Island University since its incep-

tion in 1947.  Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi is the latest stop for John-
son, who felt the call to missionary work while still a high school student in 

Lake Jackson, Texas. 
        Since graduating from 
college, he has twice traveled 

to Cambodia to volunteer 
at an orphanage and in 2008, 

he spent time in Bolivia helping 
dig water wells. While in Brazil 
working with the International 
Mission Board earlier this year, 

he was approached about 
continuing his mission at an 

American university, working 
with students, especially freshmen and 

international students who were making 
the transition to college. He chose Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi.

at home and abroad
Spreading the Word
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The President’s Council has grown to become our most 
prestigious private giving society. Members of the 
President’s Council support the Presidential Scholars 
program, the highest-level scholarship awarded to our best 
and brightest students. Funds also are used for numerous 
annual activities and programs implemented through the 
President’s Office which further build upon community 
engagement.
 As a member of the President’s Council, you become 
our partner in progress, because your support helps guide 
us toward the many milestones we will reach. 

member beneFItS

Membership in the President’s Council places you among 
individuals who continually focus their efforts on the 
vitality of Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. You are both an 
advisor and a friend to the University. Throughout the 
year we have many events and activities in which you have 
the opportunity to meet with fellow President’s Council 
members. We greatly appreciate the support of this 
devoted group and ensure ample recognition. 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi's 
Premier Giving Organization

Platinum Circle
$10,000

Gold Circle
$5,000

Silver Circle
$2,500

Bronze Circle
$1,000

memberShIp LeveLS

6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5741
Corpus Christi, texas 78412-5741 361.825.2420
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ALUMNI NEWS

Che Patrick Goff ’98 BBA Finance 
and ’07 MBA General Business is a 
vice president at Frost Bank in Corpus 
Christi. He and his wife, Leah, have 
three beautiful children.

Patricia Yanez ’99 BBA Management 
is taking care of her 4-year-old daugh-
ter. She enjoys traveling and teaching 
her child new things. She plans to vol-
unteer or substitute for a Texas school 
district in the future.

Louie Asuncion ’01 MBA Manage-
ment wrote and published the third 
addition of “Math for Health Care 
Professions.” He has two new grand-
daughters: Ariel, 6 months, and Priya, 
13 months.

Jeff Engbrock ’01 BBA Manage-
ment Information Systems and ’07 
MBA Business Administration lives 
in Clear Lake, Texas. He is director of 
Fiscal Affairs for Texas Community 
College and plans to continue to 
advance his career in higher 
education Administration.

Jessica Lynn McKay ’04 BBA Mar-
keting is living in Hawaii and loving it. 
She recently ran Kauai’s primary elec-
tions and will oversee the 2012 general 
elections as well.

Jerry Flores ’05 BBA Finance is 
a day trader in the stock market. In 
November 2011, he started Sell N 
Buy Wholesale Properties LLC, a real 
estate investment company.

Monica L. Silvas ’06 BBA Business 
Administration works with the Corpus 
Christi ISD and enjoys spending time 
with her family.

Anthony C. Perez ’07 BBA Man-
agement is coordinator of Records 
and Reports for the Admissions and 
Records Office at Palo Alto College 
in San Antonio, Texas. He began his 
first term on the Palo Alto College Staff 
Council in September.

Musanna Al-Muntasir ’08 BBA 
Marketing is working on his Master’s 
Degree in Marketing Research and 
Business Administration at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington. He works 
with the Marketing Department creat-
ing and maintaining their websites. He 
plans to pursue his Ph.D.

Damon J. Cook ’08 MBA Business 
Administration is an operations offi-
cer in a Navy P-3C squadron. This fall 
he will lead his squadron to a 7th Fleet 
deployment.

Matthew Christopher Ezell ’10 MBA 
Business Administration left his 

position as a corporate officer for a 
Texas Top 70 contractor in Corpus 
Christi this summer. He is now busy 
with his new venture, South Texas 
Building Partners, which provides 
commercial construction and facility 
maintenance services all across 
South Texas.

LaToya Stacy-Ann Thomas ’10 BBA 
Marketing is earning her Master of 
Arts in Communication at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi while she 
works as a graduate assistant with the 
women’s basketball team. She expects 
to graduate in May of 2013 and start 
a career in coaching basketball or the 
tourism or sports industry.

Kyle Billings ’12 BBA Marketing is a 
land man in the oil and gas business. 
His work is going well and life is good.

COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION
Nolan Estes ’50 BS received an 
honorary doctorate from Dallas Bap-
tist University and was the May 2012 
Commencement Speaker for the 
graduate school. Dr. Estes, a “2011 
Distinguished Alumnus” at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi, recently 
retired as the chairman of the K-12 
Education National Agency Committee 
for Parson International Engineering 
and Construction Company. 

Granvil Wayne Tedder ’61 BS Educa-
tion retired from teaching in 2005. He 
continues to coach baseball at Bellaire 
High School in Houston, Texas. He is 
entering his 49th year as coach and 
enjoying it immensely. He and his wife, 
LaVerne, celebrated their 52nd anni-
versary in August.

Sharon Beth (Martin) McGuire ’68 
MS Curriculum and Instruction and 
’90 MS Counseling College of Edu-
cation teaches at the GED Center at 
Del Mar College, and loves her job. Her 
son, Tyler, got married on Nov. 11, 2011 
(11-11-11), and she is happy to have 
his wife, Amy, as a daughter-in-law. 
She plans to see most of her family 
and many friends at her mother’s 90th 
birthday party to be held in her home 
church in Ruston, La.

Marlana Sandra (Beatley) Thomas 
’70 BS Elementary Education retired 
after 41 years in education. She just 
celebrated 40 years of marriage.  

Theus J. Sheil ’79 MA Interdiscipi-
lnary Studies and his wife moved to 
McKinney, Texas, in 2005 to be near 
their son and daughter. Since that 
time, they have been blessed with four 
grandchildren and have another one 
due in February 2013. They have lived 

in Texas since 1971, living in Kingsville, 
Corpus Christi, San Antonio, Austin, 
and now McKinney. They do not plan to 
move any farther north.

Juan J. Adame ’83 BS Occupational 
Education and ’01 Occupational 
Training and Development is fire 
chief for the City of Sugar Land, Texas. 
He has been selected to participate 
in the Fort Bend Chamber Leadership 
Forum class of 2012-2013. 

Dalinda Mejia Avelar ’86 MS Occu-
pational Education and her husband, 
Leon Avelar 
Jr., have four 
children and 
four grand-
children. 
This summer 
Dalinda and 
Leon celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in the Hill Country with 
all the family. She and Leon recently 
returned from a Hawaiian cruise where 
they visited all the major islands. Her 
favorite island is Kauai.  

Andrew Wayne Peters ’89 BS 
Elementary Education is superinten-
dent for the Marfa, Texas, ISD in the 
Big Bend. 

Kim Soltis Hammer ’90 BA English 
is an advisory member of the Texas 
A&M Soltis Center for Research and 
Education in Costa Rica. Kim’s mission 
over the past six years has been to 
encourage students in the Texas A&M 
University System to study abroad 
in Costa Rica. This year, the Island 
University launched “Passport Costa 
Rica” to educate students about study 
opportunities at the Soltis Center. 

Lee White ’95 MS Counseling is on 
the board of directors of the Coastal 
Bend Wellness Foundation (formerly 
CBAF). He is involved with the “Protect 
Our Protectors” campaign to provide 
needle puncture-resistant gloves for 
the Corpus Christi Police Department. 
Lee also serves as the chapter advisor 
to Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, Zeta Rho 
Chapter at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi.

Brandy Elizabeth Wade Addison 
’97 BSIS English is a first-grade 
teacher at Kolda Elementary School in 
the Corpus Christi ISD. Her husband, 
James, and two daughters are thrilled 
that she is working closer to home.

Pamela Neven ’97 BS Kinesiology 
teaches seventh-grade science in Fort 
Worth, Texas. She is working on a 
Master of Education with a specialty in 
Learning and Technology and expects 
to graduate in the summer of 2013.

HAVE yOU HEARD?
NEWS & FEATURES

Prospective students can now get all the assistance they need to 
become part of  the University community with one visit to the 
new Islander Welcome Center located at the heart of  the Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi campus. 

 
 
 

       The welcome center, adjacent to the Bell Library next to 
Lee Plaza, is a starting point for prospective students and their 
parents. With University employees to assist them, students are 
able to finalize their applications and walk away knowing that they 
are a member of  the Islander family.  
 “What sets our welcome center apart is the complete package 
of  services available to visitors,” says University President Flavius 
Killebrew. “We are one of  the state’s top research institutions and it 
is this focus on moving South Texas ahead that we have embodied in 
the welcome center.” 
 The state-of-the-art facility provides prospective students 
with work stations to fill out scholarship, financial aid, and 
admissions forms. Visitors also have access to interactive 
touchscreen campus maps and a 32-seat media room to take a 
closer look at all the campus has to offer.

See it for yourself! 
Check out the Grand Opening of the Welcome Center at 
http://youtu.be/Xa8fIVCjFsY

WELCoME CENTER oPENS DooRS  
To STUDENTS AND vISIToRS

COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS
Leonard Schlueter ’68 BS Business 
Administration is enjoying retirement. 
He has had several operations includ-
ing a hip replacement. The joys of 
getting older!

Richard T. Runyan Jr. ’74 BBA Man-
agement and wife, Donna, are driving 
all over the United States and enjoy-
ing the beautiful country. Richard is a 
member of the Corpus Christi Rotary 
Club and received his 29-year perfect 
attendance award in August.

David Spencer ’80 BBA Banking and 
Finance lives in Wichita Falls, Texas, 
and directs auditing activities 
at a university.

Edward Cantu 
’81 BBA Gen-
eral Business 
serves on the 
board of the 
Corpus Christi 
Chamber of 

Commerce and on the Foundation for 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
Athletics. He owns Ed Cantu Insurance 
Agency and is an active member of the 
Corpus Christi Association of Realtors 
and the Builders Association of the 
Corpus Christi Area.

Sheri Winship Hilliard ’82 BA Man-
agement has returned to her alma 
mater as part of the Facilities Services 
team in the Planning and Construction 
Department. She is enjoying every 
minute of it.

Jeffrey Getchell ’83 BBA Marketing 
recently completed work as a reviewer 
for the TAACCCT grant with the Depart-
ment of Labor. He and his wife, Mary 
Anne, will celebrate their 40th wedding 
anniversary in December. They look 
forward to spending Thanksgiving and 
Christmas with their two grandsons, 
John Jeffrey and Alexander, and grand-
daughter Brooklyn.

Carla Daws ’86 BA Communication 
and ’99 MBA Business Administra-
tion produced a feature-length film, 
“Camp Kickitoo,” that was recently 
honored with a “Golden Ace” award at 
the Las Vegas Film Festival. Only 16 
are films are recognized out of thou-
sands of entries.

Linda Reyes Benavides ’92 MBA 
Management works with community 
non-profits as a volunteer and com-
munity advocate. She enjoys traveling, 
especially to Baltimore, Md., to visit 
her grandchildren, Maribel, 3, and 
Roger, 1. (Continued on page 24)
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Dr. Sonia Adriana Noyola ’99 MS 
Educational Technology and ’00 
MPA Public Administration earned 
her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction 
from the University of Texas-Austin. 
She is a dual credit instructor at Col-
legiate High School on Del Mar Col-
lege’s east campus. She sponsors 
the Collegiate Civic Minded Students 
organization which will attend the 2013 
Presidential Inauguration.

Tom J. Martin ’00 BSIS IS-Life/Earth 
Science was selected as Corpus 
Christi ISD Elementary Teacher of the 
Year and ESC Region II Elementary 
Educator of the Year for 2011. His son, 
Jonathon, is a senior at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi.

Manuel Gabriel Ortega ’01 BS Kine-
siology and his wife, Noemi, have four 
children; Diego, Adrianna, Sophia, and 
Olivia. He farms sugarcane, cotton, 
grain sorghum, and seed corn in Mer-
cedes, Texas. He also works in Hidalgo 
and Cameron County Irrigation #9 as a 
canal rider.

David L. Garcia ’03 BS Occupational 
Training and Development recently 
completed 35 years of federal service 
with 31 years at the Corpus Christi 
Army Depot and four years with the 
U.S. Coast Guard. He plans to return to 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

soon to pursue a master’s degree.

Carl E Garmon ’03 BS Occupational 
Training and Development is a del-
egate for the African Methodist Episco-
pal Church. He is a past Parent-Teacher 
Association president at Meadowbrook 
Elementary School and was named 
“PTA President of the Year” by the 
Corpus Christi Council of PTAs.

Clara Davis Williams ’04 OCTD 
Bachelor, ’08 OCTD Masters, and ’10 
SPED Master is a teacher in the Alice, 
Texas, ISD. 

Lindsey Rinn Lester ’04 BS Kinesi-
ology is an elementary physical edu-
cation teacher. She lives in Fort Worth, 
Texas, with 
her husband, 
Kyle, and 
their two chil-
dren, Kodi, 
and Landon.

Fernando Fuentes ’05 MS Counsel-
ing is director of a new federal grant 
at Texas A&M University-Commerce 
within the Department of Curriculum 
and Instruction. He recently passed 
his comprehensive exams, making him 
one step closer toward his doctorate in 
Educational Leadership.

Have you been thinking about ordering your Official University Ring? Make today the day! 
Call the Alumni Office at 1.877.482.6822 to place your order. We will inform you of how to 

get your bachelor’s ring upgraded to reflect your master’s degree free of charge.

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Alumni Association

www.IslanderNetwork.com • 866.482.6822 or  361.825.5787

A  S Y M B O L  O F  Y O U R  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T
Pamela Pettis’08 BS Occupational 
Training will graduate in spring 2013 
with her Master of Science in Second-
ary Education with a Special Emphasis 
in Kinesiology.

Pamela Demel ’09 BSIS IS-Early 
Childhood Education lives in Need-
ville, Texas. She works for National 
Oilwell Varco and will begin nursing 
school in January 2013. 

Bryan Holmes ’09 MS Counseling 
and Guidance is a prayer chaplain in 
the Unity Church of Nashville, Tenn. 
He just returned from hiking the trail 
to Machu Picchu and visiting Easter 
Island. He has his temporary Marriage 
and Family Therapist license and has 
opened an office. 

Samantha Fredricks Chase ’09 MS 
Elementary Education is working 
on her Ph.D.

Rebecca Le Blanc ’10 BSIS Interdis-
ciplinary Study lives in Corpus Christi 
where she teaches pre-school at a 
Head Start. She plans to move back 
to San Antonio, Texas, and work for a 
school district or Head Start again by 
next summer. She plans to retire after 
36 years of teaching.

Grace Rodriguez ’10 BSIS General-
ist EC-4 is pursuing her Master of 

Jeffrey Churchill ’07 BA English 
and his wife, Ester, have three children 
and two grandsons. He is pastor of the 
Ground Zero Biker Church in 
Corpus Christi.
Tiffany Michelle Crawford ’07 MS 
Secondary Education teaches 
physical education and is a volleyball, 
basketball, and track coach at Cullen 
Middle School in the Corpus Christi 
ISD. She is married with two children.

Jacqualyn Walley ’07 BSIS Inter-
disciplinary Study accepted a high 
school calculus position in the Marshall 
Islands. For at least the next year, she 
will be calling 
Kwajalein home.

David R. Williams ’07 BS Kinesiol-
ogy and his wife, Nicole, live in Hous-
ton, Texas. He works as a territory 
manager for Backyard Products.

Andrea Johnson ’08 MS Elementary 
Education started a new business, 
Ambit Energy. She is enjoying her 
eighth year of teaching and 
changing lives.

Jessie Blaine West ’08 BS Kine-
siology lives in San Antonio, Texas. 
She teaches at the middle school in 
Floresville, Texas, and is a freshman 
volleyball and junior varsity basketball 
coach. 

ALUMNI NEWSALUMNI NEWS

 For Anthony Ciccarelli, it could have been just another 
one of those idle thoughts that amount to nothing. Instead, the 
idea he had while watching a friend unpack when she flew in for 
a visit has become a full-time enterprise.
 “Over my lifetime I’ve done a lot of traveling and I’ve 
learned a lot about living by a shoestring,” says Ciccarelli, who 
spent two years globetrotting after graduating from Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi in 2007 with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Business Management. “So when my friend filled a 
whole suitcase just with shoes, I thought that there had to be a better way.”

 In that fleeting moment, Ciccarelli came up with the concept of “High Pheels” 
(pronounced High-Peels), an ingenious method for converting women’s footwear for multiple purposes that 

has the potential to take the fashion accessory industry by storm. These changeable slip-on covers can transform a single 
pair of shoes into a variety of colors, prints, cutting down on the luggage required for both business and pleasure travel. The covers also 

act like a tube sock, which makes wearing heels much more comfortable.
 In April, Ciccarelli enlisted the help of “Sewing Ladies,” a clothing and resale shop in Portland, Texas, where the first prototypes were 
stitched. With patent application secured, the fired-up neophyte headed to Las Vegas in August where his invention was enthusiastically received 
during a fashion industry convention. Other presenters were so impressed that they have approached Ciccarelli with their own accessories for his 
invention including a magnet that can be used to secure decorations such as team emblems and sorority signs to the shoe.
 “Six months ago, I didn’t know anything about the women’s fashion industry,” confesses Ciccarelli. “Now, not only am I starting a 
new company that has potential to create jobs in the Coastal Bend, I am more attuned to what’s going on around me. And, I know that the 
possibilities for entrepreneurs are endless. You just have to do it.”

Eureka Moment Leads to Creation 
of Unique Fashion Accessory

Library. Her recent accomplishments 
include losing 55 pounds, and becom-
ing a member of the West Texas Run-
ning Club.
 
Linda J. Landreth ’95 BA Psychol-
ogy is active in First Friday, which 
provides free mammograms for women 
who are either uninsured or have no 
insurance. She has lost 40 pounds, no 
easy feat! She traveled to Italy last year 
and is yearning to return.

Sara A. Melendez-De Los Santos ’97 
BA Communication is a public rela-
tions officer for the federal government. 
She is a very proud mom of twins, Elle 
and Rock, who will be 2 in December; 
and a 5-year-old old, Roland III.

Herlinda K. 
Rojas ’97 
BA English 
is the public 
affairs offi-
cer aboard 
the USS 

George H.W Bush. She and her team 
recently hosted the ship’s namesake 
off the coast of the Bush summer home 
in Kennnebunkport, Maine. She has 
been in the Navy since December 
1997 and will transfer to the staff at 
Commander, Naval Forces Europe in 
Naples, Italy, in April 2013.

Chad W. Rodney ’00 BA Psychol-
ogy works at the Corpus Christi Army 
Depot managing the Black Hawk Air-

craft Recapitalization Program.

John Marez ’00 BA Political Science 
and ’02 MPA Public Administra-
tion is completing his fourth term as 
a Corpus Christi city councilman and, 
due to term limits, will finish eight years 
with the council. He is now running for 
the Corpus Christi ISD School Board.

Valton Dean Krantz II ’01 BA in His-
tory earned a Master’s Degree in Edu-
cation Administration in 2009 and was 
married in December 2010.

Veronica Del Carmen Ramirez ’01 
BA Music directed the Laredo Theater 
Guild International’s 2012 Summer 
Musical, Rodger’s and Hammerstein’s 
“Cinderella.” Before she started the fall 
session of private singing and piano 
lessons, Veronica sang vocals on 
several recording endeavors in San 
Antonio, Texas.

Virginia Garcia ’02 BA English 
and ’08 M`S Secondary Education 
teaches high school English in San 
Antonio, Texas, and resides in Cibolo 
with her husband and two daughters, 
Allison and Madeline.

Violeta Garza-Guerra ’03 BA Politi-
cal Science and ’10 MS Educational 
Administration has been a teacher 
with the Corpus Christi ISD for six 
years. She plans on returning for her 
seventh year after the birth of her 
twins.

Science in Early Childhood Education. 
She is happily married to her husband, 
David.

Bradley L. Trumpower ’11 MS Coun-
selor and Guidance is a research 
coordinator at the University of Michi-
gan where he is involved in research 
that entails teaching self-management 
skills to individuals with spinal cord 
injury or disease. The studies are part 
of the Spinal Cord Injury Model Sys-
tems project.

Lisa N. Garcia ’12 BSIS Early Child-
hood Education is a first-grade 
teacher in the Taft, Texas, ISD, and 
plans to attend graduate school to get 
her Master of Science Curriculum and 
Instruction. She celebrated her grada-
tion by sightseeing in 
New York City. 

Nichole Chiffon Tharps ’12 BSIS 
teaches kindergarten in Austin, Texas. 
She will begin working on her graduate 
degree in Education Administration in 
June 2013.

Billie Quinn ’12 BSIS Interdisciplin-
ary Studies is a K-2 resource teacher 
with the Robstown, Texas, ISD.

Taylor Wilson ’12 BS Kinesiology is 
a freshman English teacher at Richard 
King High School in the Corpus Christi 
ISD. She is also the drill team director 
for the Royalettes 
drill team. 

COLLEGE OF 
LIBERAL ARTS
Dan W. Fowler ’62 BA Religion is 
retired and devoting more time to 
RVing, keeping up with high school/col-
lege friends, and doing necessary jobs 
around the house. He and his wife, 
Pam, recently took a five-week trip to 
Michigan to visit their daughter in Mar-
quette. On the way home, they visited 
Civil War battlefields, and concluded 
with a camp-out at Canton, Texas, with 
their RV owners group. 

Rebecca K. Avila (Koontz) ’83 BA 
Psychology has three sons. Her 
youngest son is a sophomore at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi major-
ing in biology. 

Larry Bruce Varley ’86 BA Psychol-
ogy is a blissful grandpa closing in 
on retirement and looking forward  to 
many years of fast cars, interesting 
places, fascinating books, difficult lis-
tening, and engaging people.

Laura Watts Kinnison ’90 BS Crimi-
nal Justice lives in Victoria, Texas, 
where she is a crisis intervention coun-
selor. Her favorite job is being grand-
mother to Jake and Grace. In her spare 
time, she blogs about local politics.

Jan Grimes Simnacher ’92 BA Psy-
chology is the evening and weekend 
supervisor at the Texas Tech Law 

HIGH oN PHEELS

(Continued on page 26)
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Lawrence E. Morgan ’03 MA English 
is a tenured associate professor at the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

Bryan J. Henderson ’04 BA Psychol-
ogy is preparing to launch his new 
crisis management 
and leadership 
business, Uzziah 
Enterprises. In his 
spare time, he stays 
involved with his 
children’s education 
and sports.

Allison Langenwalter ’04 BA Politi-
cal Science enjoys her job, but also 
loves to travel. She and her boyfriend 
have booked a three-week vacation to 
Europe next summer and plan to be 
spectators at the 100th anniversary of 
the Tour de France. 

Mary (Barnes) Williams ’04 MA 
Psychology is a doctoral candidate in 
the Educational Leadership program at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Jason Pruett ’05 BA Communication 
lives in San Antonio, Texas, and does 
product marketing and press for New 
Tek video products. He recently started 
a video production company with his 
wife, Katie.

Kimberly S. Dake ’05 BA English 
and ’09 MS Elementary Education is 
a fourth grade science and language 
arts/writing teacher.

Alex Snowden ’06 BA Political 
Science is the assistant director of 
Fraternity and Sorority Life at Purdue 
University in Indiana.

Michelle R. Brauchle-McDowell ’06 
BA English lives with her husband in 
Illinois and is working part time as a 
literacy assistant.

Robert Akers Zipp ’06 BA Psychol-
ogy is working on his bachelor’s 
degree in music at Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Corpus Christi. He plans to earn 
a Doctorate in Ethnomusicology in the 
future. 

Michael Anthony Maldonado ’07 BA 
History was named “Campus Teacher 
of the Year” and was a finalist for 
“District Teacher of the Year.” He also 
welcomed his second child, Michael 
Alexander, on Aug. 20. 

Brian Tullis ’07 BS Criminal Justice 
lives in Austin, Texas, where he is a 
sergeant with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission. He loves spending 
time with his wife and family. His pas-
sions include fishing, boating, and the 
Miami Dolphins. 

Jessica Catherine Baber ’08 BA 
Psychology and ’11 MPA Public 
Administration is the project manager 
for Institutional Advancement at Texas 

A&M University-Corpus Christi. She is 
pursuing an additional Master of Sci-
ence in Counseling and, upon gradu-
ation, will venture forth to obtain her 
Doctorate in Counseling.

Ashlee Garrett ’08 
BA Communication 
is pursuing a Master’s 
Degree in Interactive 
and Digital Media 
at the University of 
Sydney in Australia. 

Benjamin Hoffman 
’08 BA History is beginning a Ph.D. 
program in history at the University of 
Houston while working as a teaching 
assistant for the History Department.

Brant Nugent ’08 BS Criminal 
Justice and ’11 MS Counseling is 
pursuing his licensed professional 
counseling credential. Since, 2005, he 
has served as a reservist in the United 
States Coast Guard.

Monique “Swallow” Wellesley ’08 
BA Communication is working on 
her Graduate Teacher Certification in 
Special Education at Texas A&M Uni-
versity- San Antonio. 

Newman Wong ’08 BA Sociology is 
an institutional researcher analyst at 
Midwestern State University in Wichita 
Falls, Texas. He recently graduated 
from “Leadership Wichita Falls Class of 
2012” and is the alumni advisor to his 
fraternity, Delta Chi. 

Carlos J. Martinez ’09 BA Theatre is 
a middle school theatre teacher. 

Pongthorn Asawaniwed ’09 BS 
Criminal Justice earned his master’s 
degree in applied linguistics in June 
and accepted a position as English 
lecturer at Rajamangala University of 
Technology Krungthep, 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

Christopher Burg ’06 BBA in Marketing Christopher and his wife, 
Tiffaney, were married on Aug. 1, in Napa Valley, Calif.
Sarah (Hill) Callis ’07 BA Communications was married in 2011 at a 
surprise wedding ceremony at Executive Surf Club. She and her husband 
live in Moscow, Russia where she spends her time volunteering at her 
church soup kitchen, and at the Racial Task Force helping victims of racially-
motivated crimes in Moscow.
Jonas A. Chupe ’07 BBA Finance and Caitlin J. 
Chupe ’10 MAcc Accounting got married two years 
after falling in love at Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi. He is an assistant vice president at Frost Bank; 
and she is a staff accountant at Collier, Johnson & 
Woods. They bought a house near the University 
where they plan to raise their future children. 
Megan Lynette Thompson ’07 BA Psychology and ’12 BSN Nursing was 
married on March 17, 2012, and completed her nursing degree in May. She 
is a nurse in the neonatal intensive care unit at Christus Spohn South and 
plans to become a nurse practitioner.

Abby Stephens Harris ’08 BSN in Nursing and 
’12 MSN in Family Nurse Practitioner was married 
and graduated with her master’s degree this year. 
Abby now lives in downtown Houston, Texas, with 
her husband, RJ, and their dog, Piper. She works as 
a family nurse practitioner for a local family practice 
physician. 

Angela Cuevas Garcia ’11 BBA Marketing 
married Gregory Garcia in Las Vegas, Nev., on 
Nov. 11, 2011. She resides in Corpus Christi and is 
supervisor at the Navy Exchange-NASCC. 

Amy (Lockman) Clubb ’12 BS in Biology was married on June 9, 2012.

Engagements & M arriages

Matt Werkhoven ’04 BBA 
Management and his wife, Natalie, 
welcomed twin boys to the world on 
July 31, 2012. Matt lives in Corpus 
Christi and manages Corpus Christi 
Cycle Plaza. 
Katie Hoover ’06 BBA Marketing 
and her 
husband, Brad, 
welcomed their 
second child, 
Alexander 
Lane, on Jan. 
27, 2012.
Jenna F. Caskey ’06 BBA Business 
Administration was married on Oct. 
23, 2010. Her first child was born on 
Nov. 8, 2011.

Christopher 
Thomas Casarez 
’07 BS Kinesiology 
and his wife 
welcomed their 
second son, Lyndon 
Jerry Casarez, to 
their family on Aug. 
18, 2012.

Jennifer (Schott) Haynes ’07 BBA 
Accounting after getting married in 
April 2011, they welcomed their first 
son, Trenton James, in January 2012.

Danielle Whiteside ’09 Bachelor’s  
Music welcomed Seth Alexander 
Whiteside on July 6, 2012. She is 
continuing to work on her Master’s 

Degree in Music Education at Texas 
Woman’s University in Denton. 

Gavarae Vashada Jones ’07 BS 
Criminal Justice lives in Houston, 
Texas, and is 
celebrating 
five years at 
her company 
where she is 
a behavioral 
health 
counselor. 
She has a baby girl, Avery Elise, born 
on Aug. 1, 2012.
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Brent Flack ’09 BA Art and his wife, 
Laura, have a boy and girl, Rylan 
and Avery. 

John B. DeJohn ’10 BAS Applied 
Leadership has joined Islander Alumni 
Cody Roese-
nor in the 
Producer’s 
Guide Ser-
vice, provid-
ing fishing 
and hunting 
charters in the Coastal Bend. He has 
also served as the CCA Corpus Christi 
Chapter 2012 Banquet chairman. 

Arthur L. Anthony ’11 BS Criminal 
Justice is an Army officer stationed 
in Hohenfels, Germany, where he is 
a platoon leader. He plans to make 
the Army his career. He and his wife, 
Christina, have two children, Gabriel 
and Isabel.

Casey D. Cooper ’11 MFA Studio Art 
is working on a public art commission 
for the city of Austin, Texas. He plans 
to install the sculpture mid-December 
at the Bartholomew Municipal Pool. 

Jeremy Alexander Sirio’11 BA Com-
munication graduated with his Master 
of Arts in Communication on Aug. 11, 
2012.

Joe Miller ’11 MPA Public Adminis-
tration is director 
of Education & 
Youth Progams 
and his wife, Kim-
berly is assistant 
director of Uni-
versity Services, 
both at A&M-
Corpus Christi. They have two children, 
Jessika, 16, and Jackson, 8.

Stasa Dinsmore Moffet ’11 BA Psy-
chology moved to South Texas from 
the Hill Country last year. She and her 
family enjoy being near the ocean and 
the lakes. When Stasa and her hus-

band are not busy, they enjoy a good 
fishing/beach trip.

Raul E. Ramirez, Jr. ’11 MPA Public 
Administration will retire from the 
military in June 2013. He and his wife, 
Angie, just celebrated their 
22nd anniversary.

Julia Cruz-Aedo ’12 BA Psychology 
is a teacher with the Corpus Christi 
ISD. 

Michael Henneberger ’12 BA Com-
munication is a digital production 
assistant at Comedy Central Digital 
in New York City. He maintains the 
websites and social media sites for 
“Tosh.0” and “Workaholics.” 

Marina Martinez ’12 BS Criminal 
Justice is a full-time mother of three 
and works full time at Dupont in Ingle-
side, Texas. After earning a Bachelor’s 
degree, she entered the Detailer’s 
Program, where she is being mentored 
to become a supervisor.

Jennie I. Washigton ’12 BA Psychol-
ogy with Minor in Social Work got mar-
ried while earning her degree and has 
three boys, James, Collin, and Timothy. 
She will return for her master’s degree 
when her boys are 
all in school.

COLLEGE OF 
NURSING AND 
HEALTH SCIENCES
Grant W. Cooper ’94 MSN Nursing 
Administration is enjoying Canadian 
hospitality, playing guitar and pursuing 
a doctoral degree. He continues to ride 
his Harley-Davidson against the wind 
in the pursuit of happiness. 

Benjamin S. Kanten ’00 BSN Nurs-
ing completed a Master of Science 
in Nursing and is a Lt. Commander in 
the U.S. Public Health Service. Most 
recently, he was selected as the nurse 

manager of the T. Don Hutto Residen-
tial Center and completed the Certified 
Public Manager credential.

Ernest Castaneda ’03 BSN Nursing 
has a daughter who just celebrated a 
birthday and made the Dean’s List again 
at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

Shannon Murphy ’06 BSN Nursing is 
a registered nurse. She has traveled to 
Washington, D.C., San Francisco and 
San Diego, Calif., and Molokai, Hawaii. 
She has also been to San Raymundo, 
Guatemala three times to perform sur-
geries, dispense medications, and treat 
pain and illness. 

Sarah Armendarez ’09 BS Nursing is 
applying for graduate school.

Damilola Claudia Akinsipe ’11 BSN 
Nursing lives in Katy, Texas, with her 
family and dog. She is a clinician nurse 
and is in the WHNP BSN-DNP program 
at the University of South Alabama.

Izuchukwu “Mac” Emejulu ’11 BSN 
Nursing works at Cypress Creek Hos-
pital in Houston, Texas. He is pursuing 
his master’s degree as a psychiatric 
nurse practitioner and plans to join the 
Army Nurse Corps as a career medical 
officer.

Karen B. Robinson ’11 MSN is direc-
tor of the Associate Degree Nursing 
Program at Temple College.

Lisa Fowler ’11 BS Health Science 
works in a Corpus Christi hospital 
where she is furthering her experience 
in the health care field. She is work-
ing on her master’s degree in Public 
Administration in Health Care Admin-
istration at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. 

Mireya Gutierrez Soliz ’11 MSN 
Nursing is a clinical coordinator for a 
neonatal intensive care unit.

Tawnya Landsdell ’11 MSN Nursing 
Practitioner passed her certification 
boards and is employed in a rural area 
of Oklahoma caring for the Native 
American community. Her hobbies 
include traveling with her family and 
watching her son play sports. 

Jason D. Bradshaw ’12 MSN Nursing 
works for the Department of Veteran’s 
Affairs, taking care of those who have 
taken care of our nation.

Kerry L. Smith ’12 MSN Nursing – 
Family Nursing Practitioner loves 
her new job and plans to stay for a 
long time. The training she received 
in the College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences master’s program has served 
her well in her new position. She feels 
well prepared.

COLLEGE OF 
SCIENCE AND 
ENGINEERING
Katherine (Williams) McKamey ’90 
BS Mathematics lives in Portland, 
Texas, where she completes tax 
information for a local CPA. She home-
schools her two sixth-graders and 
helps her husband with the farm, gin, 
and computer repair. 

William Bill Schoolfield ’90 BS Com-
puter Science traveled to Stockholm, 
Sweden, and Copenhagen, Denmark, 
in July 2012.

Mark McNamara ’93 BS Biology and 
his wife, Dr. Laura McNamara, have 
a baby girl, Brynlee Beth McNamara, 
born on June 30. In November, he will 
celebrate by running in the New York 
City Marathon.

John F. Miller ’96 BS Computer Sci-
ence is a retired programmer and com-
puter analyst. He teaches high school 
computer science.

Jace Wesley Tunnell ’98 BS Biology 
and ’01 MS Biology lives in Corpus 
Christi where he is project manager for 
the Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries 
Program. He and his wife, Kathryn, 
have two children, Jack and Parker.

Sylvia A. Centanni ’99 MS Environ-
mental Science earned a Master’s 
Degree in Subsurface Geoscience 
from Rice University in 2006. She lives 
in The Woodlands, Texas, with her two 
dogs and two cats and spends most 
of her time driving, working, and doing 
yard work.

Richard Isaac Garcia ’03 BS Biology 
earned his Master of Physician Assis-
tant Studies degree in 2003, and works 
as emergency room physician’s assis-
tant in Dallas/Fort Worth. He and his 
wife, Kristin, have recently welcomed 
their first child.

Stephanie Rose Salinas-Ramos 
’06 BS Biology, ’08 MS Counseling 
and Mental Psychology, and ’12 BS 
Nursing is a labor and delivery nurse 
at Christus Spohn South in Corpus 
Christi. She also started the Master of 
Science in Leadership in Nursing Sys-
tems this fall.

Jennifer Cummings ’07 BS Kinesiol-
ogy is in the Master of Arts in Teaching 
program at East Carolina University. 
She expects to graduate with her 
licenses to teach health and physical 
education in June 2013. 

John A Lockman III ’07 BS Com-
puter Science is doing research in 
high-performance computing and 
teaching programming courses at the 
Texas Advanced Computing Center. 

He also plans to begin a master’s pro-
gram in the Division of Statistics and 
Scientific Computation at the University 
of Texas-Austin.

Jessica Montalbo ’07 BS in Biology 
is buying a new house.

Cristina Renee Dominguez ’08 BS 
Biology lives in San Antonio, Texas, 
and works as program coordinator for 
Volunteer Services at the University of 
Texas-San Antonio where she earned 
her Master’s in Higher Education 
Administration in May. She continues 
to work with the local Tri Delta chapter 
on recruitment. 

Brandon Lee Hardin ’09 BS Biomed-
ical Sciences is a pediatric chiroprac-
tic intern at Parker University in Dallas, 
Texas. He and his wife, Amanda, have 
a child on the way. He plans to practice 
in Mississippi.

Robert F. Mac Donald ’09 BS Crimi-
nal Justice retired from the Corpus 
Christi Police Department in 2010 after 
30 years. He was hired as the Uvalde, 
Texas, chief of police the next day. His 
proudest accomplishment is the technol-

ogy and CSI unit he brought to Uvalde. 
He is now enrolled in master’s program 
at Sul Ross State University.

Isabel Claire Hemby ’09 BS Environ-
mental Science –Policy and Regu-
lation is back stateside after serving 
years overseas in the Peace Corps. He 
is working in Austin, Texas, at one of the 
country’s best beer Gardens until real 
careers become available.

Hannah Lane Schwarz ’11 BS Bio-
medical Sciences is pursuing her 
Master’s Degree in Physician Assistant 
Studies at the University of Texas 
Medical Branch.

Eric Giovannetti ‘12 BS Biomedical 
Science he is the Doctor of Chiro-
practic program at Parker University in 
Dallas, Texas.

Eliane Coelho ‘12 BS Biology works 
with the Conservation and Fisheries 
Department in the British Virgin Islands 
studying sea turtle populations and 
migration while working on her Master 
of Science in Geospatial 
Surveying Engineering. 



ALUMNI NEWS

Amber Bright, a math and science teacher at Gregory-
Portland Intermediate School, was one of 35 teachers who 
participated in experiments last summer aboard NASA’s 
“Weightless Wonder,” a reduced gravity aircraft that produces 
periods of weightlessness to train astronauts for missions into outer 
space. Bright was aboard the aircraft when 
it performed a series of maneuvers 
over the Gulf of Mexico. During 
free falls that lasted up to 25 
seconds, Bright and her 
teammates gathered data 
in an environment which 
mimics conditions in 
outer space. 
Prior to her selection, 
Bright, who earned 
her degree in 
interdisciplinary studies 
from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi 
in 2011, wrote essays and 
submitted detailed lesson 
plan proposals on how she will 
incorporate her experiences 
into the classroom.

Rose González Pérez, 
who received a Bachelor of Science in 
Education from the Island University 
in 1987, has been selected 
to serve as chief executive 
officer of the Girl Scouts of 
Southwest Texas. Pérez 
has more than 20 years 
of leadership experience 
in membership services, 
program delivery, 
fund development, 
community relations, and 
administration within the 
Girl Scout organization.  
She holds a Master of Arts 
in Educational Leadership 
from the University of Texas at 
San Antonio and a Certification 
in Non-profit Management from 
Case Western University in Cleveland, 
Ohio. She has also received numerous 
awards for her fundraising efforts on behalf of the American 
Cancer Society as an advocate for cancer awareness and 
research.

Mission of Mercy, a nonprofit agency that provides free healthcare 
to the uninsured and underinsured, has chosen insurance 
executive Leo Barrera to head its Texas Mobile Medical 
Program. Before his appointment, Barrera, who graduated from 
Texas A&I University-Corpus Christi (now Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi) with a degree in marketing, served on Mission of 
Mercy’s Coastal Bend Leadership Council.

 Following graduation in 1977, Barrera spent 34 years in 
the insurance industry specializing in group medical programs 

for small and large employers. He has been active in 
legislative affairs affecting the health insurance industry 
and maintains memberships in professional organizations 
including the City-County Health District Advisory Board, 
Goodwill Industries and Rotary Club of Corpus Christi.

Southwest Securities, Inc., a leading regional 
securities firm based in Dallas, Texas, has 

named Jennifer Reed (not pictured), a 
graduate of Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, 

as senior vice president, director of Marketing. 
Reed, who joined SWS Financial Services in 2003 

as a recruiter, became a trading representative 
before being promoted to business development 

manager in 2004. In her new role, Reed defines and 
executes marketing strategies for Southwest Securities’ 

retail brokerage and clearing services businesses. 
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It’s Your Island University Calling!
It’s your Island Callers on the line. Will you answer?
Each student who has earned the opportunity to serve as an 
Island Caller is also your connection to learn about the great 
things that are going on at your University.  

Be a part of our growth. After all, you share the 
experiences of being an Islander. When Island Callers 
reach out, take a moment and ask what’s new on campus and 
support your Islanders. Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

361.825.2420

giving.tamucc.edu
Our Island Callers thank local businesses for their generous support, including: Hampton Inn San Antonio Downtown River Walk, HEB 
Plus Saratoga, Flowers by Toni, Applebee’s, Olive Garden, Water Street Seafood Co., Tailfins, Church’s Chicken, Johnny Carino’s  
Italian, Hua T’ai Hunan Gourmet, Mandarin Garden, Denise’s Unlimited Salon, Snoopy’s Pier.  


