
1

2023
A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2023
A N N U A L  R E P O R T



2

DIRECTORS

Jordan Anderson
Ed Cantu ’81
Jag Cheema ’68
Dr. Haysam Dawod ’85
Diane DeCou
Dr. Scott Elliff ’82, ’86, ’12
Nancy Eshleman
President Kelly M. Miller (ex-officio)
Govind Nadkarni
Stephen Rybak ’05
Dr. Gregg Silverman
Dana Sisk ’01
Tim Stephens
Suzelle Tinnell ’89
Rosie Vela ’79, ’80

Richard Leshin  | Counsel for Foundation
Laurie Cook, CPA | Accountant for Foundation 
Michael Dellinger | Financial Advisor for Foundation 
Jaime Nodarse Barrera  | Vice President of Institutional Advancement 
Julian Lopez ’23 | Foundation Coordinator

FOUNDATION DIRECTORS LIST

TEXAS A&M-CORPUS CHRISTI FOUNDATION

LEADERSHIP

Nancy Eshleman
President

Dr. Scott Elliff ’82, ’86, ’12
Vice President

Suzelle Tinnell ’89
Treasurer

Ed Cantu ’81
Secretary

Tim Stephens
Past President

DIRECTORS LIST



18 
CORPORATE SPOTLIGHT 
Valero Energy donations brighten the 
future of children at Garcia Center

20 
GENERATIONS OF GIVING 
HRI Legacy of Support

24 
PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 
Career and Professional Development 
Center

26 
ISLANDER ALUMNI

28 
ISLANDERS ATHLETICS 
SPOTLIGHT 
Lucie Charbonnier ,24

12 
NEW ENDOWMENTS

13 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP 
COUNCIL NEW INDUCTEES

14 
DONOR SPOTLIGHT 
Robert Garcia and Bill Richmond

16 
TAMU-CC BY THE NUMBERS

17 
INNER CIRCLE OF 
EXCELLENCE

3

04 
PRESIDENT'S LETTER  
Kelly M. Miller, Ph.D.

05 
UNIVERSITY FINANCIALS

06 
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT'S 
LETTER 
Nancy Eshleman

07 
TAM-CC FOUNDATION  
FINANCIALS

10 
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
Allen Simonyan ,24

TABLE OF CONTENTS

18 10

28



Kelly M. Miller, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 
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Dear Islanders,
A s we reflect upon the last year 

at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, 
our sense of community and shared 
vision for the future shines brighter 
than ever. 

Within the pages of this annual 
report, we celebrate the progress, 
the people, and the powerful stories 
of inspiration and achievement 
that define what it means to be 
an Islander. You will learn about 
student-athlete Lucie Charbonnier 
’24, who hails from a small village 
in France. Despite facing significant 
health issues, her strength of 
character saw her overcome 
adversity and not only play her 
personal best on the golf course 
but also break school records. 
Finance major Allen Simonyan 
’24 embodies the resilience we 
aim to foster at TAMU-CC. His 
story is one of academic merit 
paired with a willingness to 
experience all that his time at 
the Island University has to offer. 
The new $1.5 million endowment 
for the Harte Research Institute, 
The Larry D. McKinney Endowed 
Chair for Coastal Conservation 
and Restoration, generously 
funded by the Pam and Will Harte 
family and the Harte Charitable 
Foundation, continues our mission 
to combine top-tier research with 
a commitment to preserving our 
beautiful environment. It upholds 
the dream of conservationist 
and philanthropist, Ed Harte, 
by developing future scientists 
and safeguarding a sustainable 
Gulf of Mexico. 

I am also delighted to share with 
you the work of the university’s 

Career and Professional 
Development Center, which has 
partnered with both local and 
international companies to ensure 
that the talented students we 
develop here on our Island are 
well prepared for their careers 
after graduation. 

Amid another year of academic 
excellence, athletic determination, 
and innovation, one of the 
most significant milestones has 
undoubtedly been the initiation 
of one of our most ambitious 
projects: the construction of a 
new 85,000-square-foot Arts and 
Media building. This state-of-the-
art facility marks a new era of 
creative and cultural enrichment 
on our Island and vibrancy for 
our community. The generosity of 
longtime supporters Robert Garcia 
and Bill Richmond, who contributed 
$100,000 toward our fundraising 
goal, has been instrumental in 
bringing this concept to life. In this 
report, you’ll read more about their 
dedication to uplifting this campus 
and community through the arts. 

Your unwavering support for the 
Island University nurtures the 
potential of every Islander who 
learns and grows here. We extend 
our deepest gratitude for your 
role in shaping the future of our 
Island University.

Sincerely,

“...we celebrate the 
progress, the people, 

and the powerful stories 
of inspiration and 

achievement that define 
what it means to be 

an Islander.”
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EXPENDITURES 
FY 2023

$33,831,000  
BENEFITS

 $64,110,000
STATE APPROPRIATIONS - 

GENERAL REVENUE

$4,349,000
UTILITIES

 $11,412,000   
INVESTMENT INCOME

 $3,210,000   
OTHER OPERATING INCOME

$24,827,000   
DEBT SERVICE

$17,904,000    
SCHOLARSHIPS

$32,470,000
CONTRACTS & GRANTS                             

$67,684,000  
OPERATIONS & 
MAINTENANCE

 $26,265,000 
STUDENT FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE                                            

 $9,203,000
GIFTS                               

$2,355,000 
OTHER

 $29,380,000
SALES & SERVICES

$4,213,000   
EQUIPMENT (CAPITALIZED)

$82,501,000  
TUITION & FEES                           

$746,000  
FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS

$11,478,824  
HIGHER EDUCATION FUND                            

UNIVERSITY FINANCIALS

$112,280,000 
SALARY & WAGES

FUND SOURCES 
FY 2023



6

FOUNDATION PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Nancy Eshleman 
President 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi Foundation

s the current president of the 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 

Foundation, I would like to thank 
you for the opportunity to lead the 
foundation and help engage the 
community to increase local area 
engagement. As you can witness 
from our increased scholarships 
and endowments, we are exceeding 
that goal of making Corpus Christi 
a university town that has active, 
multifaceted engagement that 
extends throughout the region.  
Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi strives to make a lasting 
impact on our community, and I 
am proud to partner with you in 
that success.

In 2023, I am pleased to report 
that the TAM-CC Foundation 
managed more than $48 million 
in its endowment. The foundation 
distributed over $2 million to 
support our Island University by 
funding chairs and professorships, 
scientific research, and updating 
technologies in the classrooms.  
We were able to grant $826,000 
to over 400 deserving scholarship 
recipients.

“Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi strives to 

make a lasting impact 
on our community, and I 

am proud to partner with 
you in that success.”

Dear Islanders, Supporters, and Friends,  
A I am so proud to work with our 

president and CEO of TAMU-CC, 
Dr. Kelly Miller, whose vision has 
been instrumental in supporting 
student success by removing 
financial obstacles and creating 
an environment that prepares our 
Islanders for life after graduation.  
Through your generosity, our 
students can succeed in the 
classroom and beyond with 
scholarships, career development, 
and hands-on research experience.  
And as our Islanders succeed, so 
does our community.

On behalf of the Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi Foundation, I would like to 
thank each and every one of you 
for your continued and growing 
support to our vibrant campus and 
amazing students.

Sincerely,
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$7,387,805
WITHOUT DONOR 

RESTRICTIONS

$2,161,546
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS

$66,297 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

$116,267
PLEDGES RECEIVABLE - CURRENT

$41,011,347
WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS 

(SCHOLARSHIPS)

$11,713
PREPAID EXPENSES                             

$336,984
MINERAL INTERESTS

$737,140
REMAINDER INTERESTS IN TRUSTS

$7,217
OTHER ASSETS

$103,180
PLEDGES RECEIVABLE -  

NET OF CURRENT

$54,403
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE                               

2023 TAM-CC FOUNDATION FINANCIALS

2023 
CURRENT ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND 
NET ASSETS

OTHER ASSETS

NET ASSETS

$44,936,999
INVESTMENTS

$48,465,449
TOTAL ASSETS

$48,465,449
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND  

NET ASSETS
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FOUNDATION FYE TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS 
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Accounts Receivable 
Pledges Receivable - Current 
Investments 
Prepaid Expenses  

OTHER ASSETS
Mineral Interests
Remainder Interests
Other Assets

Total Other Assets

PLEDGES RECEIVABLE - NET OF CURRENT POSITION
 

TOTAL ASSETS

2023

  
$2,161,546 

$54,403 
$116,267 

$44,936,999 
$11,713

 

$336,984
$737,140

$7,217

$1,081,341

$103,180
 

$48,465,449

2022

  
$1,738,824 

$42,953 
$72,013 

$49,015,902 
$4,211 

$101,083
$808,869

$1,906

$911,858

$82,507
 

$51,868,268

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions - Scholarships

Total Net Assets

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

 

 
$4,680

$7,670,778
$44,192,810

$51,868,268

$51,868,268

 

 
$66,297

$7,387,805
$41,011,347

$48,465,449

$48,465,449

STATEMENT OF FOUNDATION FINANCIAL POSITION
For the years ending March 31, 2022, and March 31, 2023

TAM-CC FOUNDATION FINANCIALS
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FOR AS LONG AS HE COULD REMEMBER, 
Allen Simonyan ’24 said he’s had a 
business and entrepreneurial mindset. 
The Island University finance major 
describes his decision to pursue a 
business degree as driven not only by 
the knowledge it imparts but also by 
the opportunity to acquire essential 
life skills like budgeting, investing, and 
financial management. 

“Choosing to major in finance is a 
deliberate choice that aligns with 
my aspiration to effect meaningful 
change,” Simonyan said. “It goes 
beyond finance and business. It 
offers me the opportunity to make 
a positive impact on individuals’ 
lives. Through my academic pursuits, 
I aim to not only contribute to the 
success of businesses but also to 
empower people by sharing financial 
wisdom that fosters a secure and 
prosperous future.”

“My time as an Islander 
has taught me to 
adapt to different 
environments, develop 
resilience, and build 
a strong sense of 
determination.”

Simonyan has consistently earned 
a spot on the Dean’s List for 
maintaining a 4.0 GPA and has been 
awarded numerous scholarships, 
including the TAMU-CC Regents’ 
Access Scholarship, the Greater Texas 
Foundation Removing Educational 

Barriers Scholarship, and the Howard 
and Julia Townsend Endowed 
Scholarship. Simonyan said the 
scholarships empower him to pursue 
his passions, interests, and goals. 

“One of my interests is traveling and 
exploring new places,” Simonyan said. 
“I think it’s important to venture to 
the diverse corners of the world and 
immerse myself in different cultures to 
gain a better understanding of other 
people’s traditions and way of life.” 

Simonyan also served as president 
of the university’s Student Finance 
Association (SFA), where he 
collaborated with fellow business-
minded Islanders to exchange 
knowledge about investing, engage in 
educational workshops, and prepare 
for careers in finance. 

“Through my involvement with SFA, 
we met with chief financial officers 
and executives of large companies,” 
Simonyan said. “We went on company 
visits, hosted industry-leading guest 
speakers, and with oversight from our 
professors, managed an investment 
portfolio of $25,000.”   

Scholarship funds made it possible for 
Simonyan to study abroad at Texas 
A&M University at Qatar, located in 
Education City, Al Rayyan, Qatar, 
in winter 2023. The trip provided 
Simonyan with an immersive 
experience, which included visits 
to businesses in agriculture, food 
production, and oil and gas industries. 
The study abroad experience, which 
he describes as “remarkable and 
thrilling,” was highlighted by an 
overnight stay in the desert, museum 
visits, camel rides, dune bashing, and 
savoring local and cultural cuisines. 
The trip also allowed Simonyan to 

indulge his love of motorsports and 
passion for food. 

“In my free time, I enjoy sharing 
recipes and cooking tips on my 
YouTube channel,” Simonyan said. “In 
addition to my aspiration to become 
a hedge fund manager, I would 
love to open up a worldwide line of 
restaurants.”

Simonyan, who hails from Houston, is 
Palestinian-American and multilingual, 
speaking English, Arabic, and 
Armenian, with ongoing efforts to 
learn Spanish. He describes his family 
as a motivating force throughout his 
college experience.

“My mom, sister, and stepdad are 
incredibly supportive of me. No 
matter what I aspire to do, they stand 
firmly behind me,” Simonyan said. 
“My number one purpose and goal is 
to ensure they are happy and stable. 
I aspire to one day buy my mom a 
house and I prioritize every effort to 
make this goal a reality.”

Thanks to a summer internship at PNC 
Bank in Dallas in 2023, Simonyan has 
already secured a full-time corporate 
banking position with the company 
after his spring 2024 graduation. 
He prepared for the internship by 
working closely with the university’s 
Career and Professional Development 
Center to structure his resume and 
work on his interviewing skills.

“At the Island University, I’ve learned 
much more than textbooks could ever 
teach,” Simonyan said. “My time as 
an Islander has taught me to adapt 
to different environments, develop 
resilience, and build a strong sense of 
determination. I am incredibly grateful 
for this enriching journey of learning 
and personal growth.” •

Meet Allen Simonyan ,24
EMERGING ENTREPRENEUR

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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NEW ENDOWMENTS

Brian Miller & Colleen Johnson Endowed Scholarship in 
Honor of Academic Decathlon

Uvalde Heart Endowed Scholarship

The Corpus Christi Medical Center Endowed Scholarship for 
Undergraduate Students in Nursing and Health Sciences 

Seneca Holland and Richard Smith Endowed Scholarship in 
GIS and Geomatics

Coastal Bend Advanced Practice Nurses Organization 
Endowed Scholarship Fund

Rally Credit Union Endowed Scholarship in  
honor of Gerry Morrow

The Rolean A. Cook Endowed Scholarship in Piano

Habib and Loabat Kouzekanani Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship in Educational Leadership

Blaskey Endowed Scholarship

Morris L. Lichtenstein, Jr. Endowed Distinguished 
Professorship in Public Health

Leslie Aigner Endowment for the Arts

Suzanne Rell Ferguson Endowed Scholarship in  
Early Childhood Education

The Larry D. McKinney Endowed Chair in Coastal 
Conservation & Restoration at the Harte Research Institute

Lucido Family Clinical Teachers Endowed Scholarship

Dr. Glenn Blalock Endowed Scholarship in English

The Corpus Christi Medical Center Endowed Scholarship for 
Graduate Students in Nursing and Health Sciences

2023
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Scholarship endowments that have reached a book 
value of $50,000 or more are inducted into the 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Endowed Scholarship 
Council and recognized at various levels.  

Below are new inductees for 2023.

ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP COUNCIL

 $1,092,675 
AMOUNT AWARDED IN 

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

$

260
NUMBER OF ENDOWED 

SCHOLARSHIPS

PLATINUM WAVE 
$500,000 or more

Dr. Donald E. Joyner and Dr. Betty C. 
Joyner Endowed Scholarship

SILVER WAVE
$150,000-$249,999

Erin Caroline Donalson Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

Marine Technology Society, Houston 
Section Endowed Scholarship

GREEN WAVE
$100,000-$149,999

Carl and MaryJane Crull Endowed 
Scholarship in Civil Engineering

Paul and Linda Orser Scholarship 
Endowment

ArcelorMittal Texas HBI Endowed 
Scholarship for Residents of San 
Patricio County

Uvalde Heart Endowed Scholarship

BLUE WAVE
$50,000-$99,999 

The Thomas & Susan Shirley 
Graduate Travel Endowed 
Scholarship

Joseph P. Mueller Endowed 
Scholarship in Engineering

Dr. Don P. Trahan, Jr. Endowed 
Scholarship

The Maite Yuleana Rodriguez 
Memorial-Quasi Endowed 
Scholarship in Marine Biology

James A. Rennier Endowed Music 
Scholarship for Percussion

The Corpus Christi Medical 
Center Endowed Scholarship for 
Undergraduate Students in Nursing 
and Health Sciences



“This new building 
reflects the 
university’s 
commitment to 
music, theatre, 
and dance…”
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Setting the Stage 
GARCIA AND RICHMOND PROVIDE $100K GIFT FOR NEW ARTS 
AND MEDIA BUILDING

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

To offer philanthropic support for the 
new Arts and Media Building or for donor 
naming opportunities, contact: 

Jaime Nodarse Barrera, Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement, at 361.825.3320 
or Jaime.Nodarse@tamucc.edu.

Left: The design of the proscenium stage is 
inspired by the dramatic underwater experience of 
the Gulf of Mexico, with gradient layers of blue on 
the walls and floors. 

FOR LONGTIME COASTAL BEND  
arts supporters Robert Garcia and 
Bill Richmond, giving to the Island 
University’s new Arts and Media 
building was an easy decision. 

“I believe it’s a necessity to have art 
around us,” Garcia said. “Watching 
talented performers on an equally 
beautiful stage is inspiring.”   

The couple has attended numerous 
university plays and concerts and 
witnessed firsthand the limitations 

of the current spaces in the Center 
for the Arts, which was built in 1978. 
They are equally familiar with the 
challenges of hosting an intimate 
student recital on a world-class stage 
such as that in the Performing Arts 
Center (PAC), which also has limited 
areas for rehearsal and teaching. 

Garcia said while the university’s 
music and theatre programs have 
managed to accomplish a great deal 
under challenging conditions, the time 
is right to build a facility that truly 
meets the needs of Islander creatives 
and the audiences who support them.

“The arts programs at TAMU-CC 
deserve a high-caliber facility,” 
Richmond said. “A better facility will 
inspire students to dream big and 
perform at the highest level.”

With approval from The Texas A&M 
University System Board of Regents, 
that dream begins its march to full 
realization with the construction 
of a new 85,000-square-foot Arts 

and Media Building on the grounds 
of the space formerly occupied by 
Classroom East. Among the principal 
features of the new two-story Arts 
and Media Building are a 325-seat 
proscenium theatre, a 202-seat recital 
hall, and a 166-seat black box theater. 
Other highlights include a new piano 
lab, a percussion suite, and a dance 
studio complete with mirrors, barres, 
and a sprung floor. 

The new building will also have 
modern sound-proofed rehearsal 
spaces — something the Center for 
the Arts does not have — which will 
ensure that students can rehearse 
without major distractions. 

“This new building reflects the 
university’s commitment to music, 
theatre, and dance; it is also critically 
important for program accreditation 
as we strive for the highest 
standards of quality, excellence, and 
recognition,” said Dr. Diana Sipes, 
Professor and Director of the School 
of Arts, Media, & Communication. 
“The building will not only be 
functional but also modern and 
beautiful. It will be a place where 
students will learn, faculty will do their 
best work, and audiences will enjoy 
the fruits of everyone’s labor.”
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Robert Garcia and Bill Richmond, 
seen here flanked by Island University 
students at the 2024 President’s Ball, 
were inducted into the Bronze Inner 
Circle of Excellence. 

To help the Island University reach 
its fundraising goal for the new 
building, Richmond and Garcia have 
donated $100,000 to the project. 
In recognition of this gift, TAMU-CC 
plans to name the proscenium theatre 
stage “The Garcia-Richmond Stage.” 

“The new proscenium theatre is going 
to propel arts on campus and in the 
Coastal Bend forward,” Richmond 
said. “I also see the new building as 
being a great draw for our middle 

and high school students who are 
deciding where to go to college.”

Phase 1 of the project is estimated 
to cost $81 million, with $45 million 
provided by the Texas Legislature. To 
supplement the remaining costs, the 
university will provide institutional 
funds and will solicit additional donor 
support.

The new building is expected to be 
completed in 2026. As students, 

faculty, and staff begin their transition 
to the new space, the Center for 
the Arts will be repurposed to suit 
the needs of students in programs 
such as studio art, graphic design, 
communication, and media. •
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TAMU-CC 
by the numbers*  

*Using data from FY23 (Sept. 1, 2022 - Aug. 31, 2023)

$644 M

MORE THAN $130 M

150+

$1.02 B

#1

$590 M

49

IN TOTAL ECONOMIC BENEFIT 
TO THE COASTAL BEND 

GENERATED ANNUALLY BY 
THE UNIVERSITY 

IN SCHOLARSHIPS & AID AWARDED

STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS

STATES REPRESENTED 
BY OUR STUDENT 

POPULATION

IN TOTAL ECONOMIC BENEFIT 
TO THE STATE OF TEXAS 

GENERATED ANNUALLY BY 
THE UNIVERSITY

TAMUS REGIONAL 
UNIVERSITY IN RESEARCH 

EXPENDITURES

IN TOTAL ECONOMIC 
BENEFIT TO THE CORPUS 

CHRISTI COMMUNITY 
GENERATED ANNUALLY BY 

THE UNIVERSITY

$



17

$13 M+
RAISED BY DONORS 

IN FY23

INNER CIRCLE
OF EXCELLENCE

The Honor Wall of Recognition, located in the University 
Center's Legacy Hall, showcases the university's most 

generous donors and reflects cumulative giving.  
It affords visual recognition of these most inspired  

donors with gold plaques in their likeness. 
Below are new inductees for 2023.

$

5,462
TOTAL NUMBER 

OF GIFTS

LEGACY SOCIETY
Gifts of $10,000,000 or more 

The Dobson Family

PLATINUM INNER 
CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE 
SOCIETY
Gifts of $1,000,000 - $9,999,999 

Harte Charitable Foundation

Greater Texas Foundation

GOLD INNER CIRCLE OF 
EXCELLENCE SOCIETY
Gifts of $500,000 - $999,999 

Dr. Donald E. and Dr. Betty C. Joyner

Puente de Maravillas Foundation

Port of Corpus Christi

Tres Grace Family Foundation

SILVER INNER CIRCLE 
OF EXCELLENCE 
SOCIETY
Gifts of $250,000 - $499,999 

Frazier Family Foundation

BRONZE INNER CIRCLE 
OF EXCELLENCE 
SOCIETY
Gifts of $100,000 - $249,999 

San Antonio Area Foundation

Carl E. and MaryJane Crull

Bette Williams and Lewie Barber

Drew M. Bingham Foundation

Robert Garcia and Bill Richmond

Dr. Kamiar Kouzekanani
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IF YOU WALK THROUGH THE DOORS  
of the Antonio E. Garcia Arts and 
Education Center at a certain time of 
day, you’ll hear the sounds of laughter 
— a sort of joy that comes out when 
learning and fun join forces. It’s that 
dynamic combination that has helped 
the center, which is overseen by the 
College of Education and Human 
Development at Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi, make a significant impact 
in the community. The center is 
located on the city’s westside, on 
Agnes Street, near the Crosstown 
Expressway. 

“Many of our students come from 
lower-income blended families 
or families where a grandparent 
is the primary caregiver,” said 
Esmeralda Teran ’11, ’16, ’21, Garcia 
Center Director. “The center’s many 
programs not only offer valuable 
educational experiences but also 
foster collaboration, relationship 
building, and a supportive learning 
environment conducive to 
academic success.” 

The work the staff and volunteers 
are doing at the center would not 
be possible without the generosity 
of donors, and the Valero Energy 
Foundation has been one of the 
Garcia Center’s biggest supporters for 
years. Their latest contribution made 
in fall 2023 was a check for $100,000. 
The money was raised during the 
Valero Texas Open golf tournament 
and associated events; in total, Valero 
raised a record-breaking $23 million 
for charities nationwide last year.  

“We have worked with the Garcia 
Center for several years and see the 
continued good work they are doing 
at providing educational programs 
to engage children of all ages,” 
said Darcy Schroeder, Public Affairs 
Manager for Valero Corpus Christi 
Refineries. “We appreciate that the 
team at the center is continuously 
looking for new ways to expand their 
services.”

Thanks to Valero’s gift, the center is 
funding such projects as a math/STEM 
boot camp, cooking camp, ceramic 

Powering Minds, Inspiring Hearts
VALERO ENERGY DONATIONS BRIGHTEN THE FUTURE OF CHILDREN AT GARCIA CENTER

“This donation can be 
counted by more than 
just dollars. It can 
be counted by the 
impact we’re making 
through education, 
life skills, and 
community building.”

CORPORATE  SPOTLIGHT

art camp, and art workshops, along 
with various programs for elementary, 
middle, and high school students 
with themes like volunteerism and 
money management. One such camp 
is the Very Important Kids (VIK) 
summer camp.

“What a true blessing the VIK camp 
was to our children,” said Adrienne 
Luter, a mother of two. “My daughter 
was initially nervous to attend, but she 
ended up enjoying the projects that 
they were guided through each day. 
Her favorites were the art projects.”

For Rhonda Baker’s grandchildren, the 
center provided a space to learn while 
their father, a single parent, worked to 
provide for his family. 

“The kids were constantly learning 
in a safe and healthy environment,” 
Baker said. “My youngest grandchild 
has a speech disability and has been 
in speech therapy for about three 
years. His speech improved more in 
six weeks at the Garcia Center than in 
those three years.”

Above: Representatives from the Garcia Center and Valero pose for a photo during the 2023 Benefit for 
Children check presentation. 

ESMERALDA TERAN ’11, ’16, ’21 
Garcia Center Director
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From left: Gina Perez ’25, Melissa Hernandez ’18, 
and Esmeralda Teran ’11, ’16, ’21, supervise the 
after-school program at the Garcia Center. 

Island University students who 
work part time at the center are 
also impacted by Valero’s donation. 
One such student is Gina Perez ’25, 
a history major who aspires to be 
a teacher once she graduates. As 
a co-education coordinator at the 
Garcia Center, Perez oversees many 
of the programs at the center and 
manages tutors who help kids during 
“Homework Hour.” She also teaches a 
literacy lesson once a week. 

“The center has helped me prepare 
for my future career by allowing me 
to gain experience in lesson planning 
and working with children,” Perez 
said. “I have learned crucial skills in 
classroom management, work with 
various grade levels, and have the 
freedom to be creative while teaching; 
all of which will be invaluable in my 
own classroom one day.”

Teran adds that Valero’s investment 

in the Garcia Center empowers the 
center’s workers to reach even more 
families and make a lasting difference 
in their lives.

“This donation can be counted by 
more than just dollars,” Teran said. “It 
can be counted by the impact we’re 
making through education, life skills, 
and community building.” •
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From left: Antonio Cantu ’24 and Kate Shlepr, 
under the direction of Dr. Dale Gawlik, HRI Chair for 
Conservation and Biodiversity, quantify the habitat 
of the Upper Laguna Madre in correspondence to 
waterbird foraging use.
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HARTE RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Generations of Giving
ED HARTE’S GIFT INSPIRES A LEGACY OF SUPPORT  

FOR THE GULF OF MEXICO

Continued on the next page.

A GIFT HAS THE REMARKABLE ABILITY TO IGNITE PROFOUND 
transformation within an individual’s life, transcending mere material value 
to touch the very core of their being. When Will Harte gifted his father Ed 
Harte the book, “Sea Change: A Message to the Oceans,” Dr. Sylvia Earle’s 
autobiography, it became the catalyst for a remarkable journey. This gift 
would not just spark inspiration for the creation of the Harte Research 

Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies (HRI) at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, but 
it also laid the foundation for a lasting legacy. 
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Five years later, in 2000, Ed Harte, 
conservationist and philanthropist, 
donated $46 million to establish 
HRI. Harte’s transformative donation 
marked a pivotal moment in marine 
science and environmental research as 
the institute grew to become a beacon 
of interdisciplinary collaboration and 
innovation, dedicated to advancing 
understanding and stewardship of the 
Gulf of Mexico’s diverse ecosystems. 
Harte’s vision and philanthropy have 
enabled scientists, policymakers, 
and communities to work hand in 
hand, addressing critical issues such 
as conservation, sustainability, and 
resilience in one of the world’s most 
vital marine regions. 

While Ed Harte’s legacy continues 
to inspire generations of researchers 
and conservationists to safeguard 
the Gulf’s natural resources for future 
generations, it also inspired his 
children to continue in that spirit of 
giving to the Gulf. 

In 2023, the Pam and Will Harte 
family and the Harte Charitable 
Foundation jointly funded a new 
endowment at HRI in honor of former 
HRI Senior Executive Director, Dr. 
Larry McKinney. The $1.5 million 
endowment, aptly named The 
Larry D. McKinney Endowed Chair for 
Coastal Conservation and Restoration, 
commemorates McKinney’s 15 years 
of leadership at HRI, his tireless 
efforts to advance the institute, and 
his ongoing commitment to a healthy 
and sustainable Gulf of Mexico. 

This endowment funds the activities 
of Dr. Jennifer Pollack, who leads the 
Coastal Conservation and Restoration 
group at HRI. This group examines 
how estuarine habitats like oyster 
reefs are affected by changing 
conditions, along with how to 
efficiently restore habitats to replace 
lost ecological functions. Endowments 
such as this are the pinnacle of giving 
and scientific performance in both 
national and international arenas 
as they can shape the future of an 
institution in perpetuity. 

“My father wanted the institute to 
‘make a difference’ and it certainly 

has: great people, great research, 
great solutions, and a bright future,” 
Will Harte said.

In addition to endowments, the Harte 
Charitable Foundation annually funds 
the Wes Tunnell Fellowship and other 
strategic institutional programs. The 
fellowship supports Mexican and 
American graduate students who are 
committed to a research discipline 
supported by HRI and focused on the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

“We are delighted to support the 
next generation of scientists and to 
have contributed to the Dr. Larry D. 
McKinney Endowed Chair for Coastal 
Conservation and Restoration,” said 
Don Perkins, Executive Director of 
the Harte Charitable Foundation. “We 
look forward to seeing HRI continue 
to expand its research capabilities 
along the Texas Coast and around the 
Gulf of Mexico.” 

Antonio Cantú ’24 received the Wes 
Tunnell Fellowship in 2023. Cantú, a 
native of Monterrey, Mexico, is a Ph.D. 

From left: Chris Harte, Dr. Larry McKinney, and 
Will Harte celebrate McKinney’s retirement 
after 15 years of leadership at the Harte 
Research Institute. 

student in Coastal and Marine Science 
at TAMU-CC, working alongside HRI’s 
Endowed Chair for Conservation and 
Biodiversity, Dr. Dale Gawlik, as he 
studies foraging habitat dynamics for 
waterbird conservation.

“The support I’ve received through 
this fellowship has been very 
important to me, helping me focus on 
my graduate program and achieve my 
goals,” Cantú said. 

The Harte family’s generosity 
continues to seed the work at HRI 
and foster the dreams and hard 
work of the Gulf of Mexico’s next 
generation of leaders. Though HRI’s 
efforts thus far have already resulted 
in truly transformational gains in 
the Gulf, the work is just beginning. 
With the continued support of 
those like the Harte family and the 
combined support of a steadfast 
conservation community, HRI will 
continue providing science-driven 
and economic-based solutions for the 
benefit of all, now and forever. •

HRI  SPOTLIGHT
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“Immersing myself in the engineering discipline 
has solidified my love for it, and each experience 
has further fueled my determination. The support 

granted by my scholarship acts as a powerful 
motivator, reinforcing my commitment to realizing 

my aspirations within the engineering domain. Your 
generosity resonates deeply, pushing me to excel and 

fulfill my potential as I work toward becoming the 
engineer I aspire to be.”  

VERNONIKA CASTANEDA '26 
Civil Engineering
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AS CAREER AND RECRUITMENT 
initiatives have evolved at the Island 
University, the Career and Professional 
Development Center has established 
itself as an indispensable cornerstone 
of student success and regional 
prosperity, embodying the university’s 
commitment to excellence and 
community engagement.

A particular area of success is 
the center’s internship program, 
which benefits from an institutional 
commitment to nurturing student 
talent while developing highly 
employable, highly sought-after 
new professionals through a holistic 
approach to entering the workforce. 

“TAMU-CC interns rank among the 
best the country has to offer,” said Dr. 
Leslie Mills, Career Center Executive 
Director. “Supervisor satisfaction in 
the context of intern performance 
is extremely high, coming in at 93%, 
based on national surveys.”

In carrying out the Island University’s 
commitment to serving the local 
community, the Career Center has 
carved out a reputation as a hub for 
intern talent in the Coastal Bend, with  
833 local internships reported in 2023. 
Over the years, numerous interns have 
reported receiving full-time job offers 

following their successful internship 
and the subsequent hiring process. 

The Career Center works alongside 
the university’s academic colleges 
to determine meaningful internship 
experiences for students. Examples 
include an atmospheric sciences 
research program to support a 
NASA project, collaborations with 
notable local medical providers such 
as CHRISTUS Spohn and Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, and onsite 
experiences with the Nueces County 
Juvenile Justice Center and the 
Corpus Christi Police Department — 
to name just a few.

For electrical engineering major, 
Yohance Machado ’24, who 
interned with defense and space 
manufacturing company Northrop 
Grumman as an operations 
engineer intern in summer 2023, 
the commitment to fostering 
partnerships with industry to 
create internship opportunities sets 
the Island University apart from 
other institutions.

“In searching for jobs and other 
professional opportunities, exposure 
is often key to success, and the Career 
Center at TAMU-CC facilitates this 
exposure,” he said. “My internship 
contributed to my professional growth 
because not only have I gained insight 
into my intended career path, but 
I’ve also developed confidence in 
communicating with interdisciplinary 
groups.”

Ensuring students are prepared 
for a career-launching internship 
requires close collaboration 
between Career Center staff and 
university faculty to incorporate 

key professional competencies 
and industry knowledge into the 
university curriculum. The university 
also leverages its extensive faculty 
networks to source opportunities 
for students.

One example is a partnership with the 
TAMU-CC College of Business that 
includes activities and assessments 
related to professional development 
in first-year Introduction to Business 
classes. This means that all Islander 
business students are required to 
submit resumes, build professional 
profiles, and participate in mock 
interviews. The Career Center team 
also arranges for guest speakers, 
particularly Islander alumni, to 
deliver guest lectures to students. 
In 2023, 76 employers visited the 

An Island of Interns
CHARTING SUCCESS WITH THE CAREER AND PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

2,074
STUDENTS AT CAREER/

INTERNSHIP FAIRS

1,663

1,478

CAREER COUNSELING 
APPOINTMENTS

TOTAL INTERNSHIPS 
REPORTED

*Data from 2023

From left: Yohance Machado ’24 consults with 
Dr. Leslie Mills, Career Center Executive Director. 
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“I consider myself 
very fortunate to be 
part of a university 
that prepares 
its students so 
thoroughly for 
professional life.”

Island University for either classroom 
presentations, panel discussions, or 
information sessions.

“Attending the career-focused events 
hosted by the College of Business 
helped me gain the knowledge 
and experience that I needed to 
successfully pursue an internship 
which later turned into a full-time 
job,” said Valeria Barbosa ’23, ’25. 
“I consider myself very fortunate to 
be part of a university that prepares 
its students so thoroughly for 
professional life.”

Barbosa earned her Bachelor of 
Business Administration from 
TAMU-CC and is a current MBA 
student. She interned with the Port 
of Corpus Christi for nearly two years 
before earning a full-time position 
as an organizational development 
assistant. 

The university’s Career Center 
continues to serve as a vital 
resource, linking students with 
professional opportunities and 
bolstering regional growth through 
its internship program, career events, 
and collaborative efforts. As the 

center focuses on the road ahead, its 
dedication to empowering students 
and bridging academic learning 
with practical experience remains 
unwavering, shaping the leaders 
of tomorrow in the Coastal Bend 
and beyond. •

VALERIA BARBOSA ’23, ’25 
Current MBA student



Numbers tell a story. Our numbers show that our Islander family 
is steadily growing. But our most important number is one.  

One Island. One family.

ISLANDER FOREVER
ALUMNI BOARD & CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

President
Dr. Haysam Dawod ’85 

President Elect
Kimberly Cook ’94

Past President
Dr. Margaret "Peggy" Lara ’98, ’01, ’12

Vice President
Dr. Ralph Silva ’85, ’90, ’08

Treasurer
Brandon Crowson ’21, ’22 

Secretary
Tina Ybarra ’98, ’01

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS

Patrick Ayarzagoitia ’91, ’01 
Gus Barrera ’94 
Alyssa Barrera Mason ’10, ’12 
Travis Cruger ’14, ’16 
Jeff Dupont ’97, ’00 
Adam Farrell ’98, ’01
Valerie Ferdin ’13, ’15

Matt Garcia ’13
Paulette M. Guajardo ’00 
Jackie Hannebaum ’73
DeeAnna Heavilin ’11 
Alvin James ’05 
Adam Lopez ’06, ’16 
Catherine Lutz ’95, ’96 
Rudy Moreno ’89, ’98 
Ellen Kaye Nelson ’65 
Justin Ruiz ’16, ’21
Dana Sisk ’01
Richard "Dick" Tracy ’71 
Dr. Don Trahan, Jr. ’08, ’10

CHAPTER 
PRESIDENTS

San Antonio
Lora Ayala ’10

Dallas/Fort Worth
Sarah Crowe ’11

Austin
Sarah Finley ’11

Houston
Trevor Wulff ’18

ATHLETIC HALL OF 
HONOR INDUCTEE

Women's Volleyball 
Brittany Gilpin ’18

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 
AWARDS
Distinguished Alumnus 
Jagdev Cheema ’68

Outstanding Alumnus 
Dana Sisk ’01

Young Alumnus 
Jesse Gilbert ’07, ’17, ’22

2023 ALUMNI 
AWARDS

26



27

$489,023
AMOUNT RAISED BY 

ALUMNI DONORS

56,293 411
ISLANDER ALUMNI NUMBER OF FIRST-TIME 

DONORS

"As I embark on this journey to become a family 
nurse practitioner, your support not only assists me 
in covering tuition, fees, and educational expenses 
but also serves as motivation to excel in my studies 
as I now have more individuals rooting for me. I am 
confident that with your support, I will be able to 

fulfill my goals and make a significant difference in 
the field of nursing."  

ANGEL CUEVAS RAMIREZ '26 
Family Nurse Practitioner



LUCIE CHARBONNIER ’24 DOESN'T  
remember a time when she wasn’t 
on the golf course. Her parents, who 
are avid golfers, first introduced her 
to the game at age three, with plastic 
clubs. She began formal lessons when 
she was four. 

Charbonnier’s hometown, Peron, is a 
small village in eastern France located 
on the border with Switzerland. For 
most people, it is an idyllic place that 
offers skiing in the Alps in winter and 
swimming in Lake Geneva in summer. 
But for Charbonnier, whose drive and 
passion are for the sport of golf, the 
snow prohibits year-round golfing. So, 
at age 15, she left home to attend the 
Mouratoglou Academy in the south 
of France where she could play golf 
year-round, improve her game, and 
prepare for her dream — a life of golf 
in the United States. 

While at Mouratoglou Academy, 
Charbonnier was recruited by Joni 
Stephens, Islanders Women’s Head 
Golf Coach from 2018 to 2022, to play 
for the Islanders starting in fall 2020. 
Pat Stephens, Islanders Women’s 
Head Coach during the 2022-2023 
season, who is married to Joni 
Stephens, was the assistant coach at 
the time. 

“Joni and Pat are like my parents in 
the United States,” Charbonnier said. 

Meet Lucie Charbonnier ’24
ISLANDERS WOMEN’S GOLF STUDENT-ATHLETE

“Joni was my first coach at TAMU-CC, 
and I can talk to Pat about anything, 
just like my dad.”

During her freshman and sophomore 
years at TAMU-CC, Charbonnier 
helped her team to first-place wins, 
and she also achieved numerous 
personal accolades. In fall 2022, 
while continuing to break school 
records and play her personal best, 
Charbonnier fell ill.

“I had a persistent cough and back 
pain that I thought was normal 
for a golfer,” Charbonnier said. 
“However, one night, the pain in 
my back radiated to my abdomen 
in excruciating cramps, and on the 
advice of my mother in France, 
my teammate took me to the 
emergency room.”

That ER visit revealed that 
Charbonnier’s left kidney had 
enlarged to three times its normal 
size and was surrounded by fluid. 
She was admitted to the hospital for 
emergency surgery.

“Coach Joni stayed with me the 
first night in the hospital and my 
teammates alternated the other 
nights so I wouldn’t be alone until my 
parents arrived,” she said. 

As soon as she was able to travel, 
Charbonnier’s parents arranged 
for her to see a kidney specialist 
in Switzerland who performed an 
additional surgery that restored 
her kidney to about 20% of its 
full function.

“For the first two weeks after surgery, 
it was very painful for me to walk or 
even stand for more than 15 minutes 
at a time,” Charbonnier said. “My dad 
had to physically lift me and get me 
moving again so I wouldn’t lose too 

ISLANDERS ATHLETICS

much muscle mass. Throughout this 
time, I was determined to recover 
and rejoin my teammates on the golf 
course as soon as possible.”

Initially, Charbonnier admits it was 
difficult to see her team playing 
without her. After playing so well 
during her first two years at TAMU-CC, 
her new reality was a body that could 
no longer perform as it once did. 
During her break from play, she said 
she fell into depression. 

“The only thing that I love to do, the 
only thing that makes me happy, 
is being out on the golf course,” 
Charbonnier said. “I was willing 
to do whatever I had to do to get 
back to playing golf as I did before, 
so I consulted with a nutritionist, 
worked with a chiropractor and 
physical therapist, and began to 
see a counselor at the University 
Counseling Center.”

Charbonnier’s pause from Division 
I play also meant she had more 
time to focus on her academics. 
Although a business major, she said 
she found a journaling assignment 
for one of her English classes to be 
surprisingly cathartic.

“Through that journaling assignment, 
I was able to better process my 
thoughts and emotions about my 
illness and recovery,” Charbonnier 
said. “I would have never thought 
that English class would turn out to 
be my favorite class last year. I have 
even kept up with journaling on an 
as-needed basis, processing my tough 
days through writing.”

Her mother also helped keep things in 
perspective.

“She reminded me that just five 
months before, I was unable to walk,” 

“I am where I am 
today thanks to my 
family, my coaches, 
and my teammates 
who supported me in 
my recovery.”
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Lucie Charbonnier ’24 is a recipient of the Knox 
and Bette Williams Athletic Scholarship and the 
Eleanor E. Rambin and the Eshleman Family 
Endowed Scholarship for Women’s Golf. 

Charbonnier said. “This revelation had 
a freeing effect on me. I adopted a 
new mindset and my way of playing 
changed because I was just so happy 
to be back on the course.”

Charbonnier resolved to stay 
positive and focus on doing her 
best. Throughout her recovery, the 
maneuvers that required a deep 
rotation of her body caused her 
immense pain, so she devised a 
strategy to minimize those shots. 
She remained consistent in the other 
technical aspects of the game that 
weren’t hindered by her surgery. By 
the end of the 2022-2023 season, she 
was the WGCA All-American Scholar 
for the third year in a row, she made 
the SLC All-Academic First Team, the 

All-Conference First Team, and was 
named the PGA Works Collegiate 
Champion and SLC Student-Athlete of 
the Year. In February 2024, she won 
the all-around individual trophy at the 
Islanders Classic, while the team also 
took home the first-place trophy in 
the same tournament. 

After her spring 2024 graduation, 
Charbonnier plans to start a master’s 
degree in sports management and 
work as a graduate assistant coaching 
golf. She also hopes to continue 
competing in golf tournaments 
around the United States. 

“I am so thankful for the opportunity 
to play golf for TAMU-CC,” 
Charbonnier said. “I am where I 

am today thanks to my family, my 
coaches, and my teammates who 
supported me in my recovery. I’m also 
thankful for the scholarship donors 
who believed in me and helped me 
play the game that I love. The only 
way I can possibly repay everyone is 
by making a full recovery and playing 
even better than I did before.” •
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PRIDE
POINTS OF

The mission of Islanders Athletics is to bring distinction  
to the university by winning conference championships and 

competing successfully on the national stage, contribute 
to a vibrant campus culture, and develop successful 
student-athlete graduates who will excel as leaders  

in their communities. 
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437
TOTAL NUMBER 
OF ISLANDERS 

ATHLETICS DONORS 
IN 2023

955

$692,915

TOTAL NUMBER OF 
GIFTS TO ISLANDERS 

ATHLETICS

AMOUNT GIFTED TO 
ISLANDERS ATHLETICS IN 2023

$

4.0 GPA

2,778 HOURS

ONLY DIVISION I

FOR 50 STUDENT-ATHLETES 
IN FALL 2023

OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 
DONATED IN FY23

ATHLETICS PROGRAM 
WITHIN 150 MILES 
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HONOR ROLL
DONOR

Thank you for your continued support to the Island University. 
With your support, Islanders succeed. 
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ExxonMobil Foundation

ExxonMobil

F
Heriberto Feliciano Tarafa

Roger and Alice Feltz

Christopher Feltz

Valerie Ferdin

Charles Ferguson

Marian Ferguson

Thomas Ferguson

Emmelinda Figueroa

Katherine Findeisen

Jonathan Finister-Bell

Mike Finley

First United Methodist Church

Dr. Pat Fitzpatrick

Alicia and Jose Flores

Fontana Financial Planning LLC

Food Fabricators Inc.

Frederick Forbes

Dee Ford

Dr. Dana Forgione

Forte Piano, LLC

Harry Fouke

Linda and J. Michael Fox

Barbara and S.E. Fox

Fox Pest Control - McAllen, LLC

Andrew and Theresa Franckowiak

Tamera Franklin

Frazier Family Foundation

Friday Morning Group

Alison Frost

Ryan J. Fuson

G
Jeffrey and Amy Gagnon

Len Gallagher

Pete and Crystal Galvan

Gary and Beryl Galyas

Elda Garcia

Michael Garcia

Lee Garcia

August Garcia

Betty Garcia

Justin Garcia

Joel Garcia and Esmeralda Garcia

Dr. Hector P. Garcia Memorial 
Foundation

Mauro P. Garcia Funeral Homes, Inc.

Cecilia Garcia-Akers and Jim Akers

Carla Gardiner

Susan Gargano

Susan Garner-Smith

Major Jorge Garza and Susan Garza

Hope Garza

Dr. Susan Garza

Dora and Raul Garza

Councilmember Rudy Garza and Melida 
Garza

Ernest R. Garza & Company P.C.

Gaumard Scientific

Dr. Dale Gawlik

Iva and David George

George Family Trust

Tammy Gerberding

Valerie Gibbons

Kelsey Gibbons

Dr. Jim Gibeaut and Linda Gibeaut

Kurt Gibson

Susan Gibson

Melissa Gibson-Asbury

Jesse and Emma Gilbert

LaNita and Brook Gilchriest

Sally and James Gill

Jane Gimler

Dr. Shane Gleason

Nora Gnabasik

Lizzie Gomez

Kristine Gonzales

Alissa Gonzales

Belva Gonzalez

Dr. Belinda Gonzalez

DONOR HONOR ROLL
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Carolina Gonzalez

David Gonzalez

Marcos Gonzalez

David Gonzalez

Ben Grande

Great River Technologies, LLC

Greater Texas Foundation

Dawn Green

Susan Green

Danielle Green

Stephen C. Green Corp

Todd Griffis

Commander John Grunenwald

Mayor Paulette Guajardo and Victor 
Guajardo

Justin Guajardo

Dr. Jose Guardiola

Evangeline Guerra

Lauran Guerra

Allison Guerra

Lupita Guerra

Richard Guerrero

Jessica Guerrero

Charlotte Guidry

Gulf Coast Growth Ventures

Gulfway Shopping Center

Wanda Gunn

Phillip Gunther

Dr. David and Errin Gurney

Venugopal Gurram

H
Daniel Hafford

Daryl Hager

Irene and Sergeant Charles Hall

Gisela Hallermann

Mindy and Bradley Halverson

Mary Jane Hamilton, PhD and Robert 
Hamilton, CPA

George and Mary Josephine Hamman 
Foundation

Norman and Jackie Hannebaum

Shane and Michelle Hans

Brenda K. Harms

Dr. Sandra Harper and Dave Harper

Susan Harrington

Dr. Randall Harris and Kelly Harris

Tammy Harris

Will and Pamela Harte

Harte Charitable Foundation

Harte Research Support Foundation

Michael Harty

Nannette and Charles Hatch

Linda and Edward Havel

Kimberly Hawkenson

Cheryl Hayes

The Honorable Hayden Head and 
Barbara Head

DeeAnna and Keith Heavilin

William Heavilin

H-E-B Tournament of Champions

Rosanne Heflin-Gorny

The Heil Closing Team

Frederick W. Heldenfels, III Fund

Judy Helle

Rhonda Hellums

Andrea Hempstead

Doug and Susana Hendricks

Suzy and S.D. Hendrix

Joan Hennings

Michele and Richard Herbst

Donna and Brad Hermanson

Edward Hernandez

Carmen Hernandez

Patricia Hernandez

Mickela Hernandez

Joe Hernandez

Vanessa Hernandez

Brent and Judy Herndon

Kathleen Herndon

Eddie Hicks

Michele Hicks

Wayne Higgins

High Tide Land Surveying, LLC

Alexa Hight

Beverly and Arlen Hilbrich

Gabrielle Hildebrand

Henrietta Hildebrand

Jerry and Laura Hilker

Betty Hill and Dr. Sam Hill

Shawna Hilliard

Dr. Yndalecio Hinojosa

Hispanic Women's Network of Texas - 
Corpus Christi Chapter

Chau Hoang

Rick and Yogi Hobbs

Susan and Blair Hoch

Patrick Hoermann

Charles and Angie Hoffman

Nancy Holden

Dr. Rick Smith and Seneca Holland

Susan Holley Trevino and Rene Trevino

Jessica Holt

Clyde Honakr

Barron Honea

Kathy Hooper

Westi and Chris Horn

Lynell Horn

Wes and Janie Hoskins

Dr. Amy Houlihan

Joyce Howard

LaVerne and Thomas Howell 
Foundation

Dr. Xinping Hu

Dr. Yu Shan Huang

Dr. Carlos and Rebecca Huerta

Mr. Robert G. Huff

Dr. Mark and Aneece Hughes

I
Instituto de Cultura Hispanica de 

Corpus Christi

International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers

Bill Isaacson

Dr. Kenneth and Maria Iyescas

J
Bobbie Jacobs

Scott Jacobsen

Kellie and Lane Jarvis

JE Construction Services

Joe Jeffers

Rhonda Bergey and Dr. Gary Jeffress

Kevin Jewell
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Vicki and Elmer Johann

Starla Johnson

Dr. Timothy Johnson

Vic Johnson

Randy and Suzanne Johnson

LaQuasha Johnson

Kayla and Santos Jones

JD Jones

Julie Jones

William Jouette

Dr. Donald E. Joyner and Dr. Betty C. 
Joyner

just keep livin Foundation

K
Shawn and Maria Karaca

Dr. Shaheen Karim

Dr. Rusty Karst

Daniel and Deborah Kaspar Revocable 
Trust

Elizabeth and Christopher Kauffman

Mark and Lisa Keim

Ken and Amanda Kellar

David and Andrea Kelley

Kerri Kelly

Kenny G's Home Inspection

Dr. Misty and Tom Kesterson

Dr. Masroor Khan

Dawn Kidd Henderson

Greg Kiel

Betsy Kime

Steven King

Dr. Scott King

King Ranch Family Trust

Carol Kirkland

Robbie Kleinmuntz

Mark Knoblauch

Vera Konstantinova

Dr. George Koomos and Sharon 
Koomos

Dr. Kamiar Kouzekanani

Amanda Kowalski

Sandy and Tom Krech

Mary and Emil Kroll

Nydia Kuhlman

Zava and C.J. Kuklinski

Sandra and David Kureska

Dr. Brandi Kutil

L
Margarita Labrador

Brad Lake

Zackry Lange

Billie Langston

Tim Thomas and Ann Lang-Thomas

Chelsea Lanzener

Ashley Larrabee

John and Diane LaRue

Mark LaRue

John LaRue and Hunter Middleton

Tim Laudadio

Paul and Daphne Laudadio

Gee Lawler

Dr. Michael and Mary Lawson

Marc and Lica Layton

Rosa Lazaro

Robert and Cynthia Leahey

Aimee LeBlanc

Roger Leblond

Tracy Leckenby

Christopher LeCompte

Shay and Michael Lee

Christina Leigh-Welke and Chip Welke

Steven and Susanne Leininger

Genie Lemley

Richard Leshin and Pam Leshin

Wayne and Edna Lewis

Bill and Patty Lewis

Ron and Beth Lewis

Jesica Lewis

Dr. Kathy Lietzke

Lightning Engineering and Inspection

Patrick Limerick

Brenda Lindsay

Barbara Lindsay

Mary Linthacum

Dr. Ioannis Liras

Barbara Little

RJ Loa

Lockheed Martin Corp/Cybergrants LLC

Kevin and Cari Loeffler

Nancy Loetzer

Naomi Logsdon

Penny and Ken Long

Stephaine Long

Mark Long and Gerlyn Friesenhahn, MD

Ramon Longoria

Julian Lopez

Lisa Louis

Jason Louis

Elizabeth and Dale Loveland

Parkie and Dayne Luce

Yolanda Luethcke

Courtney and Wayne Lundquist

Catherine and Richard Lutz

Steven Lutz

Dao Ly

M
Dr. David Ma

Marc Madison

Sharon and Matthew Magnuson

Christine Maguire

Deacon Frank Maida

Denise and John Malandro

Chad Mallamo-Janski

Andy Malone

Scott and Thelma Mandel

Heather Mangan

Mrs. Robin Mangum

Catherine Manis and Anthony 
Pawlowski

Marine Technology Society Inc, 
Houston Section

Marlin Works Inc.

Dr. Robert Maroney and Dr. Judy 
Maroney

Joseph and Michele Marroquin

Teresa and Don Martin

Martin Wealth Management, LLC

Brenda Martinez

Bianca Martinez

Adolfo Martinez

Brian and Diane Martinez
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Yvette Martinez

Amy Maruschak and James Maruschak

Jason Masek

Carroll Matthews

Janet and Buz Maxwell

Dr. Gerri Maxwell

Cole May

Charles and Margaret May

Caleb and Alex McBroom

Charli McCandless

Emily McCauley

Dr. Cherie McCollough

Lucy McCracken

Teresa McEnulty

Patrick and Sylvia McGehearty

Delfina McHugh

Dr. Larry McKinney and Paula McKinney

Paula McKinney

Frank and Sheryl McMillan

Dr. Fernando Medrano

Dr. Alissa Mejia

Karen and Charles Mella

Dr. Don and Amy Melrose

May Mendoza

Amanda Merchant

Mark Messing

John and Tala Meyer

Ralph Meyer

Douglas Milbauer

Robert Miller

Brian Miller and Colleen Johnson

Brian Miller and Colleen Johnson

Pat and Melvin Minton

Laurie Mintz

William Miskelly

Hannah Mitchell

Carolyn Modgling

Mauricio Molina

Roy Molina

Dr. Paul Montagna and Angela 
Montagna

Emily Montoya

Ken and Laura Moody

Dr. Justin Moore

Thomas and Theresa Moore

Judith and Olan Moore

Jim Moore

Carol Moore

Anya and James Moore

John J. Morales, Sr.

Robert and Heather Morales

Justin D. Morales

Michael and Elen Morell

Rebecca and Eleazar Moreno

Rowena and Mark Moreno

Mark Moreno

Kendal Morrow

Mortenson

David Mosel

Moses and Claudia Mostaghasi

Betty Mounts

Mr. Big Trout Scholarship Tournament

Dr. Dino Mulic and Dr. Sangmi Lim

Susan Mullins

Bryan and Mary Mulvaney

Douglas Mulvaney

Anima Mundi

Chris and Madeleine Munro

Dr. Christina Murphey and Lyle 
Murphey

Thomas Murphy and Dr. Susan Murphy

Michael Musial

Father Joseph Muth

David Myers

N
Govind and Bhakti Nadkarni

Mary Naille

Sherry and Dr. Robert Naismith

Kristen and Craig Naugle

Duncan Neblett

Keturah Nelms

Sandi Nelson

Mark and Judy Nichols

Phil Nicholson

Gayla Noneaker

Nueces County

Nueces County Medical Society

Richard and Kim Nunley

O
OA Charitable Fund

Ted Oakley

Tom and Elizabeth O'Fallon

Dr. Thomas Oldham

Shirley Oleson

Paul and Nauri Olivares

Colonel Wayne and Alyce Olson

Ryan O'Malley

Alison and Joseph Opolski

Optimal Care LLC

Jorel Orgas, RN

Charles and Lori Ormond

Meme Ortega

Manuel Ortega, LLC

Kim Ortiz

Barbara Osborne

Anthony and Melissa Osuna

Stan Otken

Elaine and Mark Owens

Oxbow Advisors LLC

P
Terra Padgett

Jackson Page

Samia Bechara-Palfreyman and 
Christopher Palfreyman

Alexander Panhans

Panhellenic Council of Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi

Juan M. Pardo, Jr.

Adrienne Paris

Dr. Gloria Park

Bob Parker

Adriana Parker

Parks & Wildlife Foundation of Texas

Parkway Presbyterian Church

Elisa Patlan

Kerri and Tim Patterson

Roye Patton

Belinda and Gary Pawelek

Marilyn and Mar Pugne Pedregosa

Michael Pena

Pepsi-Cola & Everest Waters
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Ruth and Xavier Perez

Alex Perez

Liz Perez

Patricia Quintana-Perron, CPA and 
Patrick Perron, CPA

Robin and Ray Perrone

Amy and Matt Perry

Pest Patrol, Inc.

Connie Pester

Dr. Clarenda Phillips

Pin Oak Terminals, LLC

Stuart and Tawna Pippin

Pippin Family Charitable Fund

PlainsCapital Bank

Phil and Laurie Plant

Mary and Leland Plattner

Martha Poldrack

Dr. Jennifer Pollack

Jeffrey Pollack

Dr. Wendi Pollock

Dr. Scott Pool

Port Aransas Billfish Pachanga, LLC

Port Corpus Terminal, Inc.

Michael Posey

Sara Posson

Chris Postell

Alexis Price

Ella Wall Prichard

Kippy Pruitt

Julie Puente and Jerry Perez

Puente de Maravillas Foundation

Joyce and Warren Pulich

Brian and Sharon Purcell

Joyce and Dr. Ross Purdy

Q
Dr. Catherine Quick Schumann

Vanida Quijas

R
Ed Rachal Foundation

Radiology Associates, LLP

Phebe Raglin

Robert Ramirez

Rory Ramirez

Robert G. Ramirez

Marisol Ramirez

Oscar Ramos

Nicole Randall

Mark and Robin Ray

George Rea

Cyndy and Nathan Reisdorph

Lonnie and Ronda Reisdorph

Kyle and Laura Reitmeyer

Dr. Barbara Rell

Robert Rempp

Republic Services

Matthew and Monique Retzloff

Rick Reyes

Hector Reyes

Susana Reyes

Kim and Luis Reyes

Oscar Reyna

Therese Reynolds

Rhino Equipment Services, LLC

Dr. Richard and Melissa Ricard

Bill Richmond and Robert Garcia

Dr. Jim Richter and Dr. Claudia Richter

Sid and Cheryl Ridlehuber

Robin Riechers

Charles Rieger

Dr. Alma Rigonan

Linda Rincon

David Ritchie

Kara Rivas

Elizabeth Rivera

Jimmy Rivera

Ana Rivera-Soto

Stacey and Michael Rivere

Cynthia Robalin

Dr. Katherine Roberto

Dr. Phyllis Robertson

Dr. Beth Robinson

Frances and Richard Rocha

Nayelie Rocha

Dr. Mike Rodriguez and Debbie 
Rodriguez

Patricia Rodriguez

Linda and Roland Rodriguez

Adrian Rodriguez

Basilio Rodriguez

Kathleen and James Rodriguez

Roger Rodriguez

James and Pat Rogers

Cecilia and Mark Rohloff

Eden Rooney

Robert Rosales

Cecil and Pat Rousseau

Carl Rubin

Dr. Cate and Darren Rudowsky

Ola Rushing

David Russell

Kelly Russell

Russell Medical, Inc.

Rob and Susie Ruth

Brenda and Michael Ryan

S
Kassandra Samietz

San Antonio Area Foundation

Andrew Sanchez and Vilma Sanchez

Julie Sanchez

Elizabeth Sanders

Dr. Jana Sanders

Rachel Sansone Fund

Kathren Santikos

Angelica and Edwin Santillan

Emily Sartorius

Manette and Richard Scanio

Dr. John Scarpa

Donna and Bob Scheel

Mike Schlote

Anne Schobelock

Dr. Stefani Schomaker

Deb and Robert Schroeder

Dr. Isla-Anne Schuchs Carr

Eric and Amy Schultz

The Honorable Connie Scott and Mike 
Scott

Everett Scott

Dr. David Scott and Karen Scott

Jane Scott

Buddy and Brenda Seeds
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Dr. Steven Seidel

Dr. Chandra Sekharan

Ashley Seligman

Sasha Sentz

Valerie Serna

Dr. Karl Serrao

Catherine Shadd

Jim Shaw

Cindy Sheehy

Carol Sheldon

Shell Oil Company Foundation

Scott Shelly

Dr. Mary Sherwood and Dr. Ron George

Ed and Pamela Shimp

James and Sylvia Shipman

Thomas Shirley

Dr. Tom Shirley and Susan Shirley

Doris Shunk

Julie and Chris Shuttlesworth

Dan Sicking

Terry and Charlie Signor

Jodi Silberman

Dr. Ralph Silva

Dr. Gregg Silverman and Nicole 
Silverman

Herbert Sims

Dr. Diana Sipes and Dr. Dan Sipes

Gay Skinner

Richard Slaydon and Kelly Slaydon

Jennifer and Michael Sluterbeck

Dr. Kellie Smith and Andrew Smith

Erik Smith

Chuck Smith and Beverly Botchlet-
Smith

Drs. Smith

Erin and Dr. Jayson Smith

Michele and Mitch Smith

Janet Smith and Larry Smith

Lisa Snell

Frederick Solt

Dr. Jessica Song

Tonya and Jack Sosebee

Amalio and Corina Soto

Anamay Soto

South Texas Academic Rising Scholars

Scott Sowles

Dr. Patricia Spaniol-Mathews

Ruth Parr Sparks Foundation

Sandra Speed and Frank Stafford

Richard Stagg

Dr. Matthew Starliper

Devon Steffan

Kirk Stelling

Ted Stephens

Tim and Holly Stephens

Stephens Charitable Foundation

Stephens Mechanical Corporation

William and Mary Sterett

Sterett Family

Stetson Family Fund

Still Water Foundation

Kimberly and Steven Stockseth

Sandra and Dee Stokes

Celika Storm

Lindsey Strother and Lloyd Krell

Catherine and Rick Stryker

Deanna Stuart Allstate Insurance 
Agency

Herb and Paula Stumberg

Eli and Liz Suarez

Dr. Alan Sugg and Jeannie Sugg

Matthew and Kelly Sullens

Dr. Nancy Sullivan

Marlene and Jack Super

Surepoint Emergency Center

Rinki Suryavanshi

Jerry and Elizabeth Susser

Sam and Catherine Susser

Susser Family Limited Partnership

Vicki and Mark Swafford

T
Stephen and Allison Tagliabue

John Tallent

TAM-CC Foundation

Raquel and David Tamez

David Tapscott

Dr. Jennifer Taylor

Nancy and Neill Taylor

Melissa Taylor

TEI Foundation

Tejemos Foundation

Marisa Telge-Masur

Esmeralda Teran

Texas Bridge Credit Union

The Orthopaedic Center of Corpus 
Christi

Trent Thigpen

Mark and Kelly Thomas

Willa Thomasson

Bryan and Betty Thompson

Dr. Mary Thornton

Tim and Leslie Thorp

Cheryl Thorpe

TIES to the Community

Dr. Brian Tietje

Dr. Glenn Tiller

Suzelle Tinnell and William Tinnell, DDS

Esperanza Torres

Mary Tovar

Rona and L. A. Train

Transportation Recruitment Solutions 
LLC

Tres Grace Family Foundation

Johanna Trevino

Pei-Shan Tsai

Brent Tuck

Kathy Tunnell, RN

Cindy and Ted Turner

Chris Turner

Ruth D. Turner Foundation

Nicholas Tyler

U
Dr. Dugan Um

Muriel Underdahl

United Corpus Christi Chamber 
Foundation

United Healthcare

United Ways of Texas

Karen and Larry Urban

Jenny and David Urban

V
Carol and Herman Vacca Family
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Dr. Corinne Valadez

Anna Lisa and Noel Valderrama

Carlos and Consuelo Valdez

Carlos Valdez

Valero Refining-Texas, LP

Tiffany and Laurence Valls

VALLS 4 LP

Dr. Dixie Van Eynde and Dr. Donald Van 
Eynde

Clayton and Jana Vance

Jose Vasquez

Arturo Vasquez, CPA Memorial 
Foundation

Kathryn and Royce Vaughn

Emily and Marcus Veazey

Bonifacio Vega

Rosie Vela, CPA

Margarita Velasquez

Visit Corpus Christi

Joann Vormohr

W
Russell and Kelsey Wagner

Dr. Abu Waheeduzzaman

Callie Walker

Patty Walker

Kourtney and Robert Walker

Ben and Patt Wallace

Todd Walter and Dr. CA Cintron

Amanda Ward

Lessie Washington

Jay and Gretchen Watkins

Kristin Watson

Weatherford Chicken Express

Gil & Dody Weaver Foundation

Charles and Jane Webb

Tom and Cyndy Weber

Dr. Robert Webster and Allison Webster

Cheryl Weinstein

Dr. Gordon Welch and Debi Welch

Jennifer West

Jaquelyn Westbrook

Roinell and Randel Westbury

The Honorable Michael Westergren

Richard Wheet

Roxanne White

Linda and Jack White

Leah and Glen Wiggins

Seth and Leah Wigley

Norman and Joyce Wilcox

Kimberly Wilie

Ashley Wilkins

Bette Williams, CPA and Lewie Barber

Claudia Kerr Williams and Jonathan 
Williams

Deidre Williams

Captain Cristina and Major Dion 
Williams

Colonel Julia Wilson

Pamela Wilson

Lacey Wimberley

Melissa Windle

Kathy and Sam Winston

Michael and Liza Wood

Jennifer and David Woodard

Raymond Woodard

Ronald and Loyce Woods

John and Teresa Wray

Lieutenant General Larry Wyche and 
Denise Wyche

XYZ
Colonel William Yarborough

Dr. David Yoskowitz and Carolyn 
Walker

Derek Yu

Charles and Linda Zahn

Larry Zahn

Dr. Rabih Zeidan

Dr. Hua Zhang

Dr. David Zhang

Dr. Meng Zhao

Dr. Qiuhong Zhao

Dr. Beate Zimmer

ZJZ Hospitality, INC
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