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is produced in fall and spring by the Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi Office of Marketing & Com-

munications, part of the Division of Institutional Advancement. Content in the magazine 
is designed to enlighten the University’s alumni and friends on A&M-Corpus Christi’s 
people, programs and activities. Comments and editorial ideas should be sent to:
The Islander
c/o Office of Marketing & Communications
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5726
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-5726

ON THE COVER
Today’s Islander is a mix of experiences, 
lifestyles and cultures supported by University life. Sp2009

The quality of  America’s universities is measured by many standards. But 
whether the focus is on business, science, education, health sciences, the 
liberal arts or other fields, the lifeblood of  any institution of  higher learn-
ing is its students.
 This is certainly true at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi where 
our enrollment is now more than 9,000 students. With the development of  
land donated by the City of  Corpus Christi, our enrollment capacity now 
grows to 16,000 students. And, while the Coastal Bend will always be the 
bedrock of  our student community, the increase in students from across 
Texas and other states and countries, brings diversity to our campus that 
enhances the learning experience in and out of  the classroom.
 Every semester, more students from the state’s major metropolitan 
areas discover the coastal beauty of  the nation’s only university located on 
its own island. Our percentage of  out-of-state and international students 
also continues to climb, broadening the campus culture and expanding the 
exchange of  ideas and opinions in-and-out of  the classroom.
  But it is the academic excellence of  our faculty and programs that 
make the Island University a logical choice for high school graduates and 
graduate students looking to further their education and gain the skills 
necessary to succeed in an increasingly competitive world. Our students 
learn from faculty engaged in cutting-edge research; and with a student-to-
teacher ratio of  19-to-1, they receive a personalized approach to teaching 
from highly accomplished faculty, 90 percent of  whom hold the highest 
degree in their fields.
 Among our latest academic accomplishments is the creation of  an  in-
terdisciplinary program in marine biology at the master’s and doctoral level, 
the first of  its kind in any state adjacent to the Gulf  of  Mexico. We also 
now offer a master’s program in Geospatial Surveying Engineering and a 
Master of  Science in Kinesiology program. In fall 2009, the University will 
begin offering a Master of  Arts in Communication. And perhaps most ex-
citing, in January, the Texas A&M System Board of  Regents approved the 
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering. The decision for the program 
that could begin in fall 2009, now rests with the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board. Texas A&M-Corpus Christi is also positioning itself  
for a role as a doctoral institution that is recognized as  an academic leader 
in  Texas.
But without highly-qualified and motivated students from diverse back-
grounds, it would all be for naught. Today’s college students are the fu-
ture of  the nation and the world. They are also the future of  Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi.

DR. FLAVIUS C. KILLEBREW
President/CEO

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi has a robust 
history of the community’s engagement in our develop-
ment and expansion. We see evidence of this generous 
commitment in our facilities, our programs, our fac-
ulty and our students. Building upon the well-being of 
the University opens additional 
opportunities for many individu-
als to step forward and provide 
private support which helps Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi fund essen-
tial services that cannot be accom-
modated through state dollars and 
tuition revenues.

The President’s Council has grown to become our most 
prestigious private giving society. It is part of the annual 
giving program, and is rich in tradition. Members of 
the President’s Council support the Presidential Schol-
ars program, the highest-level scholarship awarded to 
our best and brightest students. Funds also are used for 
numerous annual activities and programs implemented 
through the President’s Office which further build upon 
community engagement.

As a member of the President’s Council, you become our 
partner in progress, because your support helps guide us 
toward the many milestones we will reach. 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi's 
Premier Giving Organization

President's Council

member benefits

Membership in the President’s Council places you among indi-
viduals who continually focus their efforts on the vitality of Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi. You are both an advisor and a friend to the 
University. Throughout the year we have many events and activi-
ties in which you have the opportunity to meet with fellow Presi-
dent’s Council members. We greatly appreciate the support of this 
devoted group and ensure ample recognition. 

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi • 6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5741
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-5741 • (361) 825-2420

For more information about the President’s Council or other opportunities, 
 please fill out the self-addressed, postage paid card attached in this magazine.
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camPuS BRIefS commuNIty SuPPoRt 

dePaRtmeNt of educatIoN GRaNt  
PaveS the way foR Stem StudeNtS
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi has received a $1.78 million two-
year, Title V College Cost Reduction and Access Act grant from the De-
partment of  Education to increase the number of  transfer and first-year 
college students, especially Hispanics, obtaining degrees in the areas of  
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The grant 
runs through Sept. 30, 2010.
 In addition, the grant will expand the quality of  classroom instruction 
through enrichment experiences. Funds will be used to create a STEM 
Center on campus to provide academic support services. The Title V/
Trio Department comprises four distinct programs that offer intensive 
services to students resulting in academic success – the Title V Coop-
erative Grant, the Upward Bound program, the Student Support Ser-
vices program and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board  
GO Centers.

NatIoNal ScIeNce fouNdatIoN 
GRaNt PRovIdeS 12 ScholaRShIPS 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi has received a National Science 
Foundation (NSF) grant that will provide $5,000 scholarships for 12 in-
coming freshmen who are committed to a career in computer science or 
mathematics.
 The “Attacking the Gathering Storm in Computer Sciences and 
Mathematics” (STORM) scholarships are part of  the University’s Scholar-
ships in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (S-STEM) 
project. The scholarships could provide recipients with a total of  $20,000 
over four years.
 The grant has several special features to help the STORM scholars 
succeed including faculty and peer mentoring, academic advising and as-
sistance, career services and counseling, professional and development 
activities, and research internships. In addition to receiving free laptop 
computers, selected students also receive priority consideration for under-
graduate research fellowships.

University President Flavius 
Killebrew presents longtime do-
nor and benefactor Dusty Durrill 
with a commemorative plaque 
during the unveiling of the new 
‘Momentum’ graphic mark last 
October. The University’s new 
graphic mark, adopted after 
several months of working 
with students, faculty, staff and 
alumni, was inspired by the 
Momentum sculpture at the 
entrance to the University that 
Durrill donated in 2003.

The University’s anticipated bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering program is drawing financial 
support from a broad spectrum of  the area community.
 In January, the Texas A&M System Board of  Regents approved the bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering. The City of  Corpus Christi and the Port of  Corpus Christi have pledged $1 million for the 
program. And Flint Hills Resources, an independent refining and chemicals company that employs more 
than 900 people including 85 engineers at its refining complex in Corpus Christi, has announced it will 
contribute $400,000 over five years to provide scholarships for mechanical engineering students.
 Other individuals and companies that have provided funds include 4A Board, AEP, AGICM, Inc., 
American Bank, Beecroft Construction, Berry Gp, Inc., Coastal Bend Community Foundation, John 
Crutchfield, Forward Corpus Christi PAC, Frost Bank, HDRI Shiner Moseley, Darryl and Teresa Haas, 
HEB, Bonnie Heinz, IBC Bank, LNV Engineering, Bernie Paulson, Larry and Karen Urban, and Wells 
Fargo Bank. Contributions from other corporations and individuals are expected in upcoming months.
 Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi currently offers a mechanical engineering technology de-
gree and has labs that can be adapted for the new curriculum. Although the program is still awaiting 
final approval from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB), the University has al-
ready received applications from prospective students hoping to study mechanical engineering at the 
Island University. With approval from the THECB, the mechanical engineering program would begin in  
fall 2009.

Community Provides Support  
for Mechanical Engineering Program

Top: Richard Harris, vice president and refining manager for Flint Hills Resources, presents University Presi-
dent Flavius Killebrew with a $400,000 check.
Center: Darryl and Teresa Haas present University President Flavius Killebrew with a $30,000 check.
Bottom: Al Jones, president of American Bank, University President Flavius Killebrew and Larry Urban of 
Urban Engineering at check presentation of $100,000. 

Dr. John Fernandez, chair of the Department of Computer Science, Dr. Frank 
Pezold, dean of the College of Science and Technology, ExxonMobil repre-
sentative Pete Devillez, and Dr. Adolfo Benavides, professor in the College 
of Business, show a $4,000 check from ExxonMobil Corp. 

To see more of the “Momentum” graphic mark unveiling visit our Video Gallery at: 
theislander.tamucc.edu/graphicmark/

GaRcIa aRtS & educatIoN ceNteR 
ReceIveS famIly SuPPoRt GRaNt 
The Antonio E. Garcia Arts & Education Center has received a $178,000 
grant from the Office of  Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention to 
provide family support services to Coastal Bend families through the Life 
Enhancement & Academic Direction (LEAD) Program. LEAD is a three-
pronged intervention program to combat the high rates of  school drop-
outs, alcohol and drug abuse, lack of  parental involvement, and victimiza-
tion of  at-risk and/or adjudicated youth in the Corpus Christi area. The 
program focuses on family connectivity, healthy interactions and academic 
success. All components are completely staffed by College of  Education 
graduate students.
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faculty & admINIStRatIoN faculty & admINIStRatIoN

RotaRy fouNdatIoN awaRdS  
PIKeR wIth woRld Peace fellowShIP 
The Rotary Foundation has awarded a 2009 World Peace Fellowship to 
Dr. Andy Piker as part of  the Rotary Centers for International Studies 
peace and conflict resolution program. Piker, an associate professor in the 
College of  Liberal Arts, will attend the International Rotary Conference 
in Bangkok, Thailand, in summer 2009. The program was established by 
the Rotary Foundation of  Rotary International in 2004, and focuses on 
conflict resolution training.

KIlleBRew elected  
to SeRve oN thRee BoaRdS 
University President/CEO Flavius Killebrew is serving a three-year term 
on the board of  directors for the Washington, D.C.-based American As-
sociation of  State Colleges and Universities (AASCU). AASCU is the 
leadership association of  430 public colleges and universities. With more 
than 3 million students, these institutions fulfill the expectations of  a pub-
lic university by working for the public good through education, steward-
ship and engagement in their community, their region and their state.
 In September 2008, Dr. Killebrew was elected to a three-year term 
as chairman of  the board of  the Texas International Education Consor-
tium (TIEC). Killebrew will preside over the annual TIEC meeting and 
the quarterly executive committee meetings. 
 Killebrew has also been appointed to the Governing Board of  The 
Texas A&M University System Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Partic-
ipation (TAMUS LSAMP) program. The LSAMP program plays an im-
portant role in enhancing retention and degree completion for underrep-
resented minorities in the fields of  science, technology, engineering and  
mathematics (STEM). 

yoSKowItZ Named hRI eNdowed 
PRofeSSoR of SocIo-ecoNomIcS
The Harte Research Institute for Gulf  of  Mexico Studies completed its 
selection of  the six-member endowed faculty in fall 2008, naming Dr. Da-
vid Yoskowitz Endowed Research Professor of  Socio-Economics. 
 Before becoming one of  the HRI’s endowed faculty, Yoskowitz 
worked as a professor of  economics in the College of  Business, where he 
continues to teach three courses per semester. As head of  HRI’s Socio-
Economics Department, he works to connect the ecosystem back to hu-
man well-being and studies the benefits that humans receive from nature.
 His research and policy work have centered on environmental, eco-
logical and natural resource economics and microeconomic development 
and border economics. He has conducted extensive work in the area of  
water markets and allocation mechanisms. He is currently co-leading an 
effort to inventory and value ecosystem services in the Gulf  of  Mexico 
region as well as to develop a better understanding of  the interaction of  
the Gulf  of  Mexico economies. 

wahl ReceIveS tSca 2008  
educatoR of the yeaR awaRd
Dr. Shawn Wahl, associate professor in the Department of  Communication 
and Theatre, was the recipient of  the 2008 University Educator of  the Year 
Award presented by the Texas Speech Communication Association (TSCA).
 The University Educator of  the Year Award recognizes individuals for 
their excellence in teaching as evidenced by students and colleagues. 
 Wahl, a member of  the Texas A&M-Corpus Christi faculty since 2002, 
is also editor of  the Texas Speech Communication Journal and graduate pro-
gram coordinator of  the department. 

wooSteR Named teXaS a&m 
SyStem ReGeNtS PRofeSSoR 
History Professor Robert Wooster was named a 2008 Regents Professor by 
the Texas A&M System Board of  Regents. Dr. Wooster, one of  12 professors 
within the system to receive the designation, was nominated by University 
President/CEO Flavius Killebrew. He received a $9,000 stipend, a commem-
orative medallion and a certificate in his honor.
 The Regents Professor Award recognizes professors who have made 
exemplary contributions to their universities. Nominees must be full-time pro-
fessors who have held the rank in the A&M System for at least five years and 
have produced a distinguished record of  teaching and research.

feRNaNdeZ ReceIveS  
outStaNdING maeStRo awaRd
Dr. John Fernandez, chair of  the Department of  Computing Sciences, 
was the 2008 recipient of  the “Outstanding MAEStro Award” presented 
by the Society of  Mexican American Engineers and Scientists (MAES) for 
his contributions to the Hispanic community. The “Outstanding MAEStro 
Award” recognizes individuals for their proactive and supporting efforts 
to increase the number of  Latino students completing high school and 
continuing on to college to pursue undergraduate and graduate degrees.

luNa hoNoRed aS 2008 teta  
uNIveRSIty educatoR of the yeaR
J. Don Luna, chair of  the Department of  Communication and Theatre, was 
honored as the 2008 University Educator of  the Year by the Texas Educa-
tional Theatre Association (TETA).
 Luna, who is also a professor of  communication and theatre, was recog-
nized for his achievements and contributions to educational theatre. He has 
been a member of  the Texas A&M-Corpus Christi faculty since fall 1994, and 
in his 25 years of  stage experience, has directed and acted in scores of  plays 
and has had starring roles in multiple film and television projects. 

youNG aPPoINted to cIty’S 
aRtS aNd cultuRal commISSIoN 
Dr. Lari Dianne Young, director of  the Performing Arts Center, was ap-
pointed by the Corpus Christi City Council in September 2008 to serve 
a three-year term as the education and youth representative on the city’s 
Arts and Cultural Commission. The commission promotes the develop-
ment of  the community’s visual and performing arts organizations and 
encourages the creative development of  local artists. 

cheNauX RecoGNIZed 
foR SuPPoRt of SKIllSuSa
Dr. Eliot Chenaux, vice president for Student Affairs, was presented 
with a plaque and an official red jacket for his support of  Texas Skill-
sUSA during the District 12 Conference last October at the Univer-
sity. Texas SkillsUSA is a non-profit youth organization that facili-
tates trade and industrial education and involves nearly 15,500 student 
and professional members participating in high school trade and  
industrial programs.  

heRNaNdeZ Named deaN  
of the colleGe of educatIoN 
Dr. Arthur E. Hernandez became dean of  the College of  Education on 
March 1. As dean, he supervises academic, faculty and student affairs for the 
College of  Education. He also oversees the Early Childhood Development 
Center, University Preparatory High School, Antonio E. Garcia Arts & Edu-
cation Center, and the college’s bachelors, masters, and doctoral programs.
 Hernandez received his bachelor of  arts in psychology/education from 
St. Mary’s University in San Antonio. He earned a master of  arts in psychol-
ogy with a specialization in clinical from St. Mary’s and his master of  arts 
in psychology with a specialization in curriculum and instruction from the 
University of  Texas-San Antonio. In 1987, he was awarded his Ph.D. in edu-
cational psychology from Texas A&M University.

Creation of a Digital Ocean 
uNIveRSIty ScIeNtIStS  
coNtRIBute to ‘oceaN IN GooGle 
eaRth’ weB-BaSed INteRface 
Scientists at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi played a vital role 
in the creation of  “Ocean in Google Earth,” a new Web-based inter-
face that allows users to soar over the ocean 
bottom and sight-see along the way.
 The idea for this innovative 
research tool was inspired by 
Dr. Sylvia Earle, National Geo-
graphic Explorer-in-Residence 
and chair of  the Harte Research 
Institute for Gulf  of  Mexico 
(HRI) at Texas A&M Universi-
ty-Corpus Christi. Earle is chair 
of  the Google Ocean advisory 
committee, a group of  leading U.S. 
marine scientists and oceanographers 
that includes Dr. Wes Tunnell, associate 
director of  the HRI. Others contributing to 
the project were Dr. Tom Shirley and Dr. Ian MacDonald.
 The new Google Web tool links pictures, video and short ex-
planations. For the first time, the detailed geography of  the ocean 
floor is also shown, revealing intricate canyons and plateaus that lie 
beneath the surface. The Google debut features more than 100 links 
in the Gulf  of  Mexico and Caribbean, including whales, sharks, sea 
turtles, and deep-sea coral reefs.  This makes the Gulf  region one of  
the more prominent virtual destinations in the digital ocean.
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Jay Garcia doesn’t let a full course load, a campus 
job and applying to grad school stand in the way 
of  staying in shape. 
 Since fall 2005, the senior marketing major 
has kept fit – with many different options – while 
making his studies top priority. He participates in 
a variety of  campus intramural sports offered by 

Recreational Sports. Even during his last semes-
ter, he’ll play basketball, indoor flag football and 
softball. 
 “I really look forward to the physical activ-
ity,” says Garcia, who played varsity sports at 
South San Antonio High School. “Intramural 
sports are more carefree than official team sports, 
which can come down to hours of  practice. With 
intramural sports, you choose when you want to 
play.”
 Garcia has also made lasting friendships 
through intramural sports, which offer men’s, 
women’s and co-ed teams. 
 “If  you can’t make it to a game, you can 
have one of  your friends substitute.” Garcia 
explains. “The sport is more fun when you are 
playing against your friends.”
 Recreational Sports offers nearly 20 intra-
mural sports this semester ranging from table 
tennis and Nintendo Wii to badminton and 
5-on-5 basketball. Each semester, around 1,000 
students participate in intramural sports. With 

the opening of  the new Dugan Wellness Cen-
ter, L.R. Heffernan, coordinator for Recreational 
Sports, expects the number of  students in intra-
mural sports to rise.
 “Intramural sports gives students a chance 
to get away from the classroom for a little while,” 
says Heffernan. “The games are competitive and 
not as routine as lifting weights or riding a sta-
tionary bike.”
 Often, students sign up because they want 
to interact with other students, Heffernan says. 
If  a student signs up and isn’t already on a team, 
he or she will be placed on a team. Most sports 
require a four-week commitment with 12 games 
if  they make it into the finals. 
 “Everyone’s out here to have a good time,” 
Heffernan says. “We’re not here to win a World 
Series. We’re here to promote a healthy option 
and an opportunity for students to continue their 
competitive nature in sports.”

Corpus Christi will become “Title Town” this spring as the 
Islanders host the Southland Conference Championships 
in tennis and baseball.
   The top eight teams in both men’s and women’s ten-

nis will head to the Coastal Bend for their tournaments  
April 24-26. Matches will be played at the HEB Tennis Cen-

ter. The champion of  both the men’s and women’s tournament automati-
cally advance to NCAA Tournament.
 In baseball, the top eight teams from the Southland Conference 
will converge on the Coastal Bend in late May. The double-elimination 
tournament will be held at Whataburger Field May 20-23. The winner 
receives an automatic bid to the NCAA Regional Tournament. 
For more information, contact the  
Intercollegiate Athletics Office at 
361.825.2255 (BALL) or go to: 
www.goislanders.com

Islanders to Host Conference
Tennis, Baseball Tournaments

Intramural Sports Offer 
Fun, Flexibility and Fitness 
SeNIoR Jay GaRcIa eNJoyS BaSKetBall,  
INdooR flaG footBall aNd SoftBall  

ISlaNdeR athletIcS ISlaNdeR athletIcS

SoftBall StaR 
StRIKeS RIGht fIeldS  
When adventure calls, softball superstar Kim 
Connelly will be ready. The Beaverton, Ore., 
native, who sees the Peace Corps in her future, 
plans to pursue environmental and internation-
al law after she graduates in December 2009. 
The senior history major and political science 
minor has played softball since age 5. And as 
soon as she has time in her schedule, she wants 
to take up surfing. In her debut season, Con-
nelly won the team triple crown and led the 
Islanders in hitting with a .357 batting average, 
seven home runs and 38 runs batted in. She is 
also a member of  the Student-Athlete Advi-
sory Committee. Prior to arriving at the Island 
University in fall 2007, Connelly played at the 
College of  the Siskiyous in California where 
she was named to the All-Golden Valley Con-
ference, All-Nor-Cal and All-America teams. 

Slam duNK SucceSS
The name is Bond, Horace Bond.  The 6’8” 
Islander men’s basketball player from Gary, 
Ind., routinely draws the toughest defense 
assignments and is one of  the top perimeter 
defenders in the Southland Conference. Bond, 
a sophomore majoring in sports management, 
wants to play pro basketball like his favorite 
stars Kobe Bryant, LeBron James and Kevin 
Garnett and work in his area of  study. Last 
season, Islander Athletics named Bond “Most 
Improved Player.” This season he started all 
nine games. During his travels with the Island-
ers, he visited Canada, Florida and South Pa-
dre Island for the first time and met many new 
faces. At the Island University, Bond says he is 
fortunate to have met coaches and teammates 
that care and academic staff  who want him to 
succeed. 

StReNGth IN the StRIde 
Women’s cross country athlete Anne Ronoh 
can definitely run the distance. The recently 
named Southland Conference “Newcomer of  
the Year” and Women’s Cross Country Ath-
lete of  the Week also is a strong uphill runner. 
The Kenya native, who is coached by Shawn 
Flanagan, admits she is “friendly” and enthu-
siastic about competition. She speaks three 
languages including Swahili. To keep fit, the 
junior avoids junk food and runs on the beach. 
Living in Kenya, Ronoh was accustomed to 
walking everywhere she needed to go before 
moving to Colorado at age 21. Ronoh’s moth-
er, a retired registered nurse, has inspired her 
to pursue bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
nursing. When Ronoh’s not at the track, she 
enjoys studying, reading novels and watching 
Steven Seagal action movies. In November, 
Ronoh became the first Islander women run-
ner to compete at the NCAA Cross Country 
Championship. 

dRIBBle dRIve  
aNd duNK!
Growing up with four older brothers, Islander 
basketball player Deziree Green had no choice 
but to play sports, including basketball. The 
Dean’s List junior credits her sister, Shana, for 
her academic strength. The Houston Rock-
ets fan shoots solid three-point baskets and is 
known for her defense and rebounding on the 
court. The kinesiology major, who plans to be-
come a high school coach, has always been at-
tracted to basketball game excitement. In high 
school, she was a four-time, all-district selection 
from Houston’s Westside High School and was 
selected honorable mention All-Texas and to 
the Greater Houston All-Star game as a high 
school senior. As a university sophomore, Green 
started in all 32 games and scored a career high 
23 points in the Conference Tournament in the 
second half  to upset Texas State. She also was 
named to ESPN The Magazine Academic All-
America District VI Second team. 

couRt ace  
claImS coNfeReNce 
Tennis superstar Laurent Montoisy, who hails 
from Belgium, led the Islanders to an unde-
feated Southland Conference during his first 
year at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. The 6’4” 
sophomore and general business major was 
named the Southland Conference Freshman 
of  the Year. Montoisy also was runner-up for 
the Southland Conference MVP and was the 
No. 1 singles player for the Islanders beating 
Clemson in his first collegiate match. Before ar-
riving at the University, Montoisy, who speaks 
four languages, practiced tennis in Chile and 
played tournaments across Africa and Europe. 
He’s grown fond of  the friendly Islander cul-
ture and the area’s pristine beaches and sunny 
weather.         

SoPhomoRe hItteR 
dIGS toP GRadeS
Islander volleyball player Beth Fionda attributes 
athletic and academic success to keeping orga-
nized. The sophomore opposite hitter carries a 
planner everywhere she goes. Fionda recently 
was named to the CoSIDA/ESPN The Maga-
zine Academic All-District Team for District 
VI of  the University Division as a third-team 
selection. She has started 20 of  the 33 matches 
she has played in during her career. And she 
had a career-high 14 kills with a .367 hitting 
percentage in a recent match against Florida 
Atlantic. In the classroom, she maintains a 4.0 
grade point average in interdisciplinary studies. 
Fionda plans to graduate in 2011 and wants to 
teach second grade. This avid scuba diver is 
grateful for her supportive friends on the team 
and living near the beach! 

ISlaNdeR athlete SPotlIGht

Your gifts help more than 200 
athletes excel in the classroom 
and on the courts, in the 
fields and over the fairways. 
Becoming a member of the 
Tarpon Foundation is the ideal 
way to benefit from your support 
of Islander Intercollegiate 
Athletics. Members enjoy 
numerous benefits including priority seating and parking, 
newsletters, special event invitations, and opportunities to 
promote the Islander spirit.

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi • 6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5741
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-5741 • (361) 825-2420

For more information about the Tarpon Foundation
 or other opportunities, please fill out the self-addressed, 

postage paid card attached in this magazine.

Basketball is one of several intramural sports 
enjoyed by senior Jay Garcia and offered by  
Recreational Sports. 
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On the morning of  January 21, 2009, more than a million people stood 
for hours in the bitter cold of  Washington, D.C., to watch Barack Obama 
take the oath as the 44th president of  the United States. Among the sea of  
spectators watching this historic event on the steps of  the U.S. Capitol were 
five students from Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.
 The students, Gilbert Morales, Amanda Hill, Samantha Hernandez, 
Phillip Levasseur and Oscar Salinas were selected to represent the Univer-
sity from dozens of  hopefuls after submitting an essay to the Division   of  

Student Affairs. At the time of  the 
competition, it was not yet known 
who would be the next president. 
Each of  the five brought home 
their own unique memories from 
the history-making inauguration. 
 Hill, a senior political science 
major, stood in line for seven hours 
waiting the event. Rather than feel 
discouraged or upset about the 
long lines and freezing weather, 
she drew strength from someone 
she met in line, an 88-year-old Af-
rican-American woman in a wheel-
chair.
 “I’m 22 and the cold was al-
most intolerable for me,” admits 
Hill. “But this lady waited patiently 
without a complaint. For her it was 
the end of  one era and the begin-
ning of  another and she wasn’t 
going to miss it. She couldn’t talk 
about it without tears coming to her eyes.”
 For Salinas, a junior history major, his first trip to the nation’s capital 
was more than an opportunity to see the nation’s new commander-in-chief. 
It was an experience that has inspired him to challenge other Hispanics to 
become part of  the political process.
 “I wanted to see the person who will have the world on his shoulders 
for the next four years, the one who’s going to be responsible for getting 
the country out of  the mess we’re in,” he says. “But it also brought home 
to me that as a Hispanic, I need to step up and become more educated and 
involved in my community. Obama symbolizes hope and I now believe that 
it is possible for a Hispanic to become president.”
 For Hernandez, a sophomore political science major, the significance 
of  the day was brought home by the kindness of  a stranger. Tired and 
hungry after going 18 hours without a meal, she gratefully accepted a taco 
from the purse of  a woman from California.
 “There was this wonderful feeling of  unity in the air,” she recalls. “It 

was a real feeling, one of  hope and possibility. It is a time to put aside our 
differences and help our fellow man. The experience has made me want to 
be more involved, both on campus and in the community.”
 Levasseur, a senior political science major, sees Obama’s election 
as a rejection of  the media-fueled partisan politics which have burdened 
Americans for too long. Along with Salinas and Morales, he has formed 
the non-profit group “Act Now” to tutor high school students in math and 
encourage them to go on to college. They hope to have a pilot program 
established at one high school by next year that can be expanded to other 
area schools.
 “If  we’re going to get our country back on track, we have to do some-
thing,” he says. “We’ve all got to give up a little something and give a little 
more of  ourselves. It is up to the University to produce leaders who can 
address the problems of  the Coastal Bend.”
 Morales, a senior history major, was already heavily involved in Obama’s 
presidential campaign when he wrote his essay. As a member of  Nueces 
Students for Obama, he recruited volunteers to help with voter registration 

and, when the candidate came to 
Corpus Christi in February 2008, 
was selected to introduce him at a 
rally in the jam-packed American 
Bank Center. He says Obama’s 
message of  change struck a chord 
with the younger generation.
   “It’s about time somebody 
talked to us like adults,” he says. 
“Young people have been disen-
franchised… now we know that 
we can do something to change 
the world. But we have to act to-
gether. In the last couple of  years 
organizations on campus have 
begun working independently to 
better our community. Now, it’s 
time for us all to unite to build 
a bridge from the University to  
the community.”  

Inauguaration 
Inspiration

Texas A&M-Corpus Christi students (from left) Gilbert Morales, Phillip Levas-
seur, Amanda Hill, Samantha Hernandez and Oscar Salinas were selected 
to represent the University at the inauguration of President Barack Obama in 
Washington, D.C., on January 21. 

‘Watching the first 
African-American 
president being sworn in 
made me realize that with 
enough hard work and 
dedication I can achieve 
anything.’ 

Amanda Hill, senior,  
political science major

‘Every generation should be asked to give something 
of itself to our country. There’s a difference in the air 
and it’s one of hope.’

Samantha Hernandez, sophomore, political science major

‘We were lucky to be 
part of such an incredible 
moment. There was a 
spirit of camaraderie in 
the air and everyone just 
seemed happy to  
be there.’

Phillip Levasseur, senior, 
political science major

‘I knew this was a historic moment. I felt like I was 
right in the middle of something that people will 
be telling their grandchildren about someday.’ 

Gilbert Morales, senior, history major

StudeNtS RetuRN fRom waShINGtoN, d.c., deteRmINed to maKe a dIffeReNce

‘Being in our nation’s capital for the inauguration 
was a moment that I will never forget. I now believe 
that it is possible for a Hispanic to be president.’ 

Oscar Salinas, junior, history major 
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They’re no longer in uniform 
but they are still fighting a war.  
A few, like Keith Davis, a former Marine who 
was critically injured in Iraq, and Doug Gresenz, 
a 6’4” mountain of  a Marine with tattoos deco-
rating his biceps and forearms, stand out from 
the crowd. But most blend in with the thousands 
of  other students who make their way across 
campus each day.
	 The	 camouflage	 is	 superficial.	 Although	
they look like other students, many veterans feel 
like aliens. When you’ve seen your buddies die, 
when you’ve witnessed the devastating affects of  
armed	conflict	on	innocent	civilians,	when	you’ve	
left	a	part	of 	your	body	on	a	foreign	battlefield,	
you can never regain the innocence of  youth.
 Davis was following a life-long dream when 
he joined the Marines after graduating from high 
school in Lumberton, Texas. He survived two 
tours in Iraq without a scratch, but during his 
third deployment his luck ran out. 
 On Aug. 3, 2005, Davis shot a rooftop snip-
er while on foot patrol in Ramadi. Moments lat-
er,	rounds	fired	by	an	insurgent	machine	gunner	
ripped into his abdomen and shattered his left 
hip. Although he faded in-and-out of  conscious-

ness, Davis remembers how a corpsman stopped 
the bleeding by sticking his knee into the coffee 
can sized hole in Davis’ front hip during the trip 
to the hospital. It took 53 pints of  blood to save 
his life but doctors couldn’t salvage the leg.
If  he could, Davis says he would be back with 

his buddies in Iraq. Instead, he is pur-
suing a degree in history with an eye 
on joining the Foreign Service after 
graduation. Despite his experience, he 
has come to love the Middle Eastern 
culture and hopes to return either as an 
employee of  the State Department or 
the Defense Intelligence Agency. Now 
a decorated veteran with two Purple 
Hearts and two Navy/Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals with “V” for val-
or, he is still making the transition from 
a military mindset to civilian.
 “I’m only 25 but I feel really old 
when I’m in class with the other stu-
dents,” admits Davis. “It’s not their 
fault. They just don’t have the same 
experiences and their opinions on so 
many things come from the media 
which has portrayed the war in such a negative 
light. But by talking with them, I’ve learned to be 
more tolerant of  differing opinions and appreci-
ate the freedom of  expression and thought that 
we have in our country.”
 Lance Cpl. Douglas Gresenz USMCR 
agrees. A machine gunner who saw combat on 
both mounted and foot patrols during the cam-

paign to liberate the insurgent hotbed of  Haditha, 
he is scheduled for deployment to Afghanistan 
early next year.
 “There are a lot of  things that happen in 
a war that aren’t pretty, but what people see in 
the media is totally taken out of  context,” he la-

ments.	“You	see	the	firefights	and	the	explosions	
but where were the cameras when my unit spent 
two days looking for a lost child? Why don’t they 
show the happy faces of  people when we give 
out truckloads of  soccer balls so that kids won’t 
have to kick around a rock or piece of  paper? 
The best thing that our fellow students can do 
for us is to be open-minded and not make as-
sumptions about veterans.”
 Gresenz has been deeply touched by his ex-

periences with Iraqi civilians, especially 
the children. A kinesiology major and 
history minor, he plans to teach and 
coach football at a disadvantaged Title 
I high school after returning to civilian 
life. For him, Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi is the ideal place to 
pursue that dream.
 “I’ve never been the best 
student but I’m very motivated,” 
says Gresenz. “The classes here are 
focused and I can always go to my 
professors for some one-on-one in-
struction whenever I need it. This uni-
versity was the perfect choice for me.”

 History professor Robert Wooster has 
taught many veterans throughout the years in-
cluding several who have recently served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Their experiences, he points 
out, bring an added dimension to the classroom.
 “Veterans are more serious than the typical 
student and they have the willingness and maturi-

youNG veteRaNS adJuSt to  
uNIveRSIty eNvIRoNmeNt, cIvIlIaN lIfe
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Trevor Cuaz, who spent a year patrolling the streets of Bagh-
dad, helped found the USVO to help former members of the 
military make the transition to civilian life.

Douglas Gresenz saw heavy fighting as a mounted turret gunner during combat operations against the insurgent 
stronghold in Haditha, Iraq. 

ty to speak out when others may be intimidated,” 
Wooster says. “But, especially when it comes to 
the ones who’ve seen combat, it’s important to 
be sensitive to their needs and emotions.”
	 While	working	in	the	University’s	Office	of 	

Veterans Affairs, Trevor Cuaz, 
who spent a year patrolling the 
streets of  Baghdad while in the 
Army, realized the need for a 
veteran’s support group. In fall 

2008, he helped 
found the United 
Students Veter-
ans Organization 
(USVO) to help 
former soldiers apply for their ben-
efits	and	make	the	transition	from	
military to civilian life.
 “We have to remember that 
other students haven’t seen what 
we’ve seen, or done what we’ve 
done,” says Cuaz. “So many things 
that concern them aren’t relative to 
us. Because of  our experiences, we 
appreciate what other people take  
for granted.”
 The USVO is much more 
than a mutual support group. With 
a membership of  35 and growing, 

the group plans to work with local VFW and 
American Legion posts on community service 
projects. Members also plan to make periodic 
trips to Brooke Army Medical Center in San 
Antonio to visit other veterans undergoing treat-
ment for trauma and rehabilitation.
 “Sometimes soldiers who are hospitalized 
far from home just need someone to talk to, 
someone who understands what they’ve been 
through,” says Cuaz. “It’s the same here on cam-
pus. It’s our job not to forget what our young 
veterans have been through because, unfortu-
nately, a lot of  people will.”

With the new GI Bill taking effect in August 2009, universities across 
the country are preparing for a wave of  returning war veterans eager 
to take advantage of  the educational benefits they earned while serving  

their country.
 According to the De-
partment of  Defense, 
the number of  veterans 
enrolled in colleges and 
universities will increase 
by about 25 percent 
in fall 2009 alone. At 
Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi, it’s esti-
mated that 100 veterans 
will be added to the 
ranks of  the more than 
400 students, includ-
ing active and former 
military or their depen-
dents, already receiving 

benefits on campus.
 In addition to assisting returning military members with applying 
for educational benefits granted by the Post 9/11 Veterans Education 
Assistance Act of  2008, the Veterans Affairs Office at Texas A&M-Cor-
pus Christi is committed to recruiting, retaining and supporting both 
active duty and former service members to increase diversity among the 
student body, faculty and staff. 
 The University is also adopting a Military Student Bill of  Rights and 
participating in the Servicemembers Opportunity Colleges, a consor-
tium of  colleges and universities dedicated to helping service members 
and their families get college degrees. Through this program, military 
students can take courses in their off-duty hours at or near military in-
stallations in the United States, overseas and on Navy ships.
 For more information about the Post 9/11 Veterans Education As-
sistance Act of  2008 and assistance with applying for benefits, call Veter-
ans Affairs Director Lynn Perry, at 361.825.2331; or go to http://emst.
tamucc.edu/vets/. 

uNIveRSIty meetS the NeedS of  
veteRaNS SeeKING educatIoNal BeNefItS   

In November, veterans held a candlelight vigil 
for members of the military from Texas killed in 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

As a member of the Marine Corpus Reserve, Douglas Gresenz, 
who is pursuing a degree in kinesiology, is scheduled for deploy-
ment to Afghanistan later this year.

Keith Davis works out in the New Dugan Wellness Center as part 
of his rehabilitation from injuries that cost him a leg in Iraq. Davis, a 
history major who hopes to one day work for the U.S. State Depart-
ment, served three tours in Iraq and received two purple hearts and 
two medals for valor.

Watch the Veterans Day Ceremony at:
theislander.tamucc.edu/veterans/
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After interviewing for several jobs following his junior year, computer sci-
ence major Taylor Hucker realized that without an internship, his chances 
of  landing the right job after graduation were slight.
   “Having an ‘internship’ on your resume is important to opening 
doors,” says Hucker, who graduates in May. “Last year, I didn’t have an 
internship. Every major company that looked at my resume told me I had 
to find an internship before I graduate.”
 To remedy that shortcoming, Hucker took advantage of  the City of  
Corpus Christi’s Small Business Internship Program. Through matching 
funds, student gets paid double minimum wage or $13.10 per hour to as-
sist in small business growth-related activities, according to Jim Needham, 
dean of  Community Outreach. Needham says the City’s goal for the pro-
gram is the creation of  new full-time jobs.
 In August 2008, Hucker landed a position with the Ensemble Group, 
a local Web site design and application developer. The program is one of  
many internships offered through the University’s Career Services office.
  “This has been a great experience,” says Hucker. “I believe it will help 
me find a job once I graduate.” 
 The same internship has advanced senior Cory Mathews’s skills from 
simple Web site updating to being placed on a team focusing on larger, 
more complex applications. 
 “Most companies require one to two years experience and I’ll be for-
tunate to have that before I graduate,” says Mathews, who also graduates 
in May. “This has given me real world experience.” 
 Gracie Martin, owner of  Ensemble Group, says her part-time interns 
have been a tremendous help to her five-employee business which caters 
to clients outside the city and state.

 “Our interns are eager to learn and progress to more difficult proj-
ects,” says Martin. “Most important, these internships open up students’ 
eyes to opportunities right here in Corpus Christi.”
 And Martin says the internship also benefits the students financially 
since they are paid more than she could afford to give them. 
 Last year, 108 students participated in internships offered through 
the Career Service Office. Of  those, 58 were for the Small Business  
Internship Program. 

 The Small Business Internships Program has also provided seniors 
Matt Mendez and Tanya Lopez with an exciting hands-on learning experi-
ence working for the Corpus Christi IceRays hockey team.
 Myryam Ramirez, director of  Game Operations, relies on the interns 
to help her execute every game element, assist with corporate sponsor-
ships and make game nights run smoothly.
 The interns’ duties range from helping run intermission activities for 
contestants to assisting the broadcaster in the press box, and interviewing 
players on ESPN Radio. In the office, they assist in designing game pro-
motion flyers and setting up promotional nights. 
 “The staff  here is very helpful and willing to teach us everything they 
know about game operations and their business in general,” says Lopez, 
who is studying media communications with a minor in business and has 
taken advantage of  several internships on and off  campus. “It’s the best 
of  both worlds for me – sports and media communications.” 
 Mendez, a marketing major and psychology minor, enjoys the con-
nections and friendships he has made. 
 “The more people you know, the more opportunities you find,” says 
Mendez. “This is a good environment for me. I don’t want to be some-
where I’m not happy.”
 IceRays General Manager Pat Dunn notes that the program’s quality 
of  interns has been exceptional and urges more students to seek intern-
ships with the IceRays.  
 “We are a nationally-known operation and there are job fairs offered 
through the league where people from all over the country apply for jobs 
with the IceRays,” Dunn says. “What better way for us to find talented 
individuals than right in our own backyard. This is a great way for students 
to earn money, get credit and work in a positive environment.” 

Small Business Internships 
Helping Students Land the Right Job

Texas A&M-Corpus Christi senior Tanya Lopez interviews an IceRays hockey 
player during game night at American Bank Center. 

Cory Mathews (left), a Texas A&M-Corpus Christi student and intern,  
discusses a project with Ensemble Group Senior Developer Ashley Ross. 

the college experience is a unique time in student’s lives when knowledge 
is gained, options are explored and values are acquired that will forever shape 
both their professional and personal lives. At Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi the transformation from wide-eyed high school graduate to citizen of  

the world begins the moment they join the Islander community.
 During their first semester, students are introduced into the First Year 

Learning Community, an innovative nationally recognized program that helps students 
to make successful academic and social transitions from high school to the University. 
Under the required program, first-year students and their professors work together in 
small groups called “learning communities” that stay together for several classes. The 
program consists of  a First-Year Seminar, a First-Year Writing class and one or two 
large lecture classes in subjects such as history and sociology.
 Students at all levels also benefit from small classes which allow more interaction 
with professors, 90 percent of  whom hold the highest degree in their field. Study and 

research resources are available to students, 24 hours a day, seven days a week through 
SMARTHINKING, the latest Web-based technology available in award-winning Center for 
Academic Student Achievement (CASA) located in the Mary and Jeff  Bell Library.
     Kate Morrow, a biomedical science major from Amarillo, credits the challenging classes 
with giving her the knowledge to pursue her dream of  becoming an optometrist. However, 
without CASA, that goal may have eluded her grasp.
   “I feel very prepared for optometry school,” declares the senior who will graduate in May. 
“I’ve never had a professor who wasn’t willing to help and the winning Center for Academic 
Student Achievement has been invaluable. I could never have passed physics without it.” 
   After growing up in the Texas Panhandle, Morrow fell in love with the beach, the palm 
trees and other exotic foliage along the coast. Although her decision was influenced by academic 
and financial aid considerations, it was the University’s ambience that sealed the deal.
 “A lot of  students are looking for a place to discover who they are,” she confides. “This is a 
great place to develop character. Because there’s so much diversity, I’ve never felt social pressure 
to fit into any one group.”
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 With more than two dozen clubs and orga-
nizations from which to choose, students have 
many opportunities to immerse themselves in 
campus life. Whether their passion is politics or 
the liberal arts, there are groups on campus that 
bring individuals together for fellowship, educa-
tion and community service. 
 Increasing student awareness of  the chal-
lenges facing the nation has lead to a resur-
gence of  on-campus activism. Many students 
contributed their time to both political parties 
in the 2008 presidential campaign and, in the 
local arena. The University’s Honors Students 
Association and Student Environmental Ac-
tion League combined with community groups 
to stage an environmental forum at which they 
questioned Corpus Christi mayoral and city 
council candidates on local quality of  life issues. 
In addition, speakers of  local, state and national 
import are frequent lecturers on campus and in  
the classroom.
 The Islander Cultural Alliance is the face of  
the diverse student population that promotes the 
unity and inclusion of  all groups through mutual 
respect and interaction. In addition to promoting 
events such as the annual Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day Parade, Women’s History Month, Black 
History Month, Hispanic Heritage Month and 
other recognized observances, the organization 
champions other causes ranging from violence 
against women to the rights of  gay, lesbian and 
transgender students. 
 The Campus Activities Board sponsors 
events throughout the year and Greek organiza-
tions are active in the community, especially with 
projects to clean up area beaches and neighbor-
hoods. And, each year, the “Islander Revue” mu-
sic and dance extravaganza, in which student or-
ganizations compete for cash prizes, is one of  the 
most popular events on campus.
 Andrelyn Williams, a junior biomedical sci-

ence major from the Houston suburb of  Katy, 
chose Texas A&M-Corpus Christi over the Uni-
versity of  Houston and other well known Texas 
schools because of  the curriculum and the coastal 
climate. Williams also wanted to escape the fast 
pace of  Houston while staying close enough to 
go home on occasion. Although her hometown is 
less than three hours away, to her Corpus Christi 
is an entirely different world. It’s an atmosphere in 
which she thrives.
 “In the time I’ve been here student par-
ticipation has grown and a lot and more people 
from different backgrounds are getting to-
gether,” she says. “By interacting with people 
from other parts of  the country, I’ve learned 
things about cultural differences that will help  
me professionally.”
 The collegial atmosphere of  the campus 
played a pivotal role in Marshall Burns’ decision 
to attend the Island University rather than one of  
several major universities closer to his hometown 
of  Seguin in Central Texas. By getting involved 
in organizations on-and-off  campus, Burns has 
formed strong friendships, both personal and 
professional. His experience has been so positive 
that he’s decided to stay and pursue a master’s de-
gree in business.
 “I’ve had an awesome time, and I wouldn’t 
change a thing” he says. “I’m excited to see what 
the future brings. Students are getting more in-
volved in campus and community activities and 
the University is beginning to get more recogni-
tion. I’ve worked ‘Island Days’ (a preview pro-
gram for prospective students) for three years and 
each time I see more out-of-towners.”
The layout of  the campus and the ability to move 
around the city was also a major consideration for 
Burns, who is blind. 
 “I like the campus because it’s easy to get 
around and there aren’t a lot of  tight places that 
are hard to navigate for people who are blind or in 

a wheelchair,” he points out. “And, the campus is 
very accessible to the apartments where I live and 
area businesses. Because all my bus rides are free 
when I use my Sanddollars Card, I save about $50 
a week on fares.”
 With free time at a premium, students can 
easily fit their workout schedule into their daily 
routine at the Dr. Jack and Susie Dugan Wellness 
Center, which offers weight and cardio training 
equipment, locker rooms, including two for those 
with special needs, and group exercise rooms. 
For students who enjoy the spirit of  friendly 
competition, Intramural Sports offers nearly 20 
intramural activities, ranging from table tennis to  
5-on-5 basketball. 
 The arts thrive year-round at the Island Uni-
versity. Each year, the students in the Department 
of  Theatre stage four on-campus productions and 
direct more than 25 plays for the University’s One-
Act Play Festival. The Music Department holds 
performances ranging from orchestra to jazz, 
many in the University’s world-class Performing 
Arts Center. And the Weil Gallery, Islander Art 
Gallery and Art Museum of  South Texas host 
exhibitions by internationally and nationally-
acclaimed artist while also providing a venue for 
student exhibitions in a variety of  media.
 The Momentum 2015 plan launched by Uni-
versity President Flavius Killebrew calls for the re-
cruitment, retention and graduation of  a diverse, 
highly-qualified student body through a student 
centered environment that will enhance the intel-
lectual community and overall student experience. 
While students drawn from Corpus Christi and 
surrounding communities are the foundation of  
the University’s enrollment, since fall 2004, the Is-
lander community has increased by almost 1,000 
students, more than half  of  whom are from out-
side the Corpus Christi area. 
 For the first time, in fall 2008, no single eth-
nic group was in the majority on the Texas A&M 

University-Corpus Christi campus. This is in large 
part due to the University’s proximity to several 
major metropolitan areas and its unique location 
at the crossroads of  American-Mexican culture. 
With more students coming from the Hispanic 
dominated counties of  the Rio Grande Valley, 
the percentage of  Hispanic students reached 38.5 
percent, well above the state average of  24.3 per-
cent. The University has also seen growth in the 
percentages of  black and international students. 
Among the University’s five colleges, Nursing 
and Health Sciences, and Science and Technology 
have experienced the highest growth over the last 
four years.
 As assistant vice president and dean of  stu-
dents, Ann DeGaish understands the demand on 
students’ time and the importance of  extra-curric-
ular activities in both their education and dealing 
with the pressure to be successful. 
 “One of  our most important goals is to pro-
vide the opportunity for interaction among stu-
dents,” DeGaish points out. “Technology can be 
very isolating and a lot of  interaction is done over 
the Internet and by text messaging. So, we stress 
the importance of  personal contacts.”
 Since joining the University in 1989, De-
Gaish has seen the pressure on students build as 
they cope with the expectations to be successful. 
At the same time she’s noticed an increase in vol-
unteerism, which she attributes to their awareness 
of  the social challenges facing the country.
 “Today’s students have multiple commit-
ments and very little free time,” she points out. 
“They are consumers who expect a high-quality 
education and services. It’s our responsibility to 
do all we can to meet their needs so their time 
at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi will be meaningful, 
memorable and rewarding.”

From tackling test anxiety to cop-
ing with loss and grief, the Univer-
sity Counseling Center provides a 
wide range of  free and confidential 
mental health services to students.
    Services include personal skills 

training, short-term counseling, psy-
chological screenings and assessment, 

workshops, alcohol and drug treat-
ment education, veterans’ counseling, 
and crisis and consultation sessions. 

    “Most people at some point in their 
lives really benefit from talking to some-

one who is not a relative or a friend with 
strong opinions or biases,” says Dr. Theresa 

Sharpe, Counseling Center assistant director. 
“Our role as counselors is to be objective, sup-

portive listeners who challenge students to find 
solutions and make positive changes in their 
life.” 
 The most common issues, Sharpe says, in-
clude stress, relationships (family, roommates 
and couples), depression and anxiety – which 
can lead to decreased academic performance. 
And if  students don’t get the help they need, 
they may drop out of  college. 
 Sharpe says students with severe text anxi-
ety may experience difficulty focusing, trouble 
recalling what they studied, shortness of  breath 
and a rapid heartbeat.
 “When it happens, it can be hard for stu-
dents to calm themselves down,” Sharpe ex-
plains. “The anxiety starts building before they 
even take the test. We teach them better test 

preparation skills and relaxation 
techniques so that they can feel more 
calm, better prepared and more con-
fident going into exams.”  
 Students who come in with 
time management concerns usually 
need help in creating a personalized 
study schedule and learning how to 
manage their time more effectively, 
Sharpe says. 
 The Personal Skills Center, part 
of  the Counseling Center, provides 
information, individual assistance 
and skills training to students to de-
velop personal, academic and career 
excellence. After completing an in-
dividual skills assessment, students 

can identify areas where they may 
need work (self-confidence, public 
speaking, listening and note-taking 
to name a few). 
 For some, the college experi-
ence may prove difficult because 
it requires many types of  personal 
skills in order to be successful, says 
Tom Callicott, Personal Skills Center 
clinical coordinator. 
 “CEOs of  major companies 
are looking for people with asser-
tion, goal-setting, time management 
and problem solving skills,” Callicott 
says. “These are skills that have to be 
learned. They are not innate.”

University CoUnseling Center  
Helps stressed-oUt stUdents Cope Links Across cAmpus

The University Counseling Center has launched its new “Links Across 
Campus” campaign to educate the Island University community about 
the signs of  depression and how to help a 
depressed friend, classmate or co-
worker. More than 200 Island-
ers have already signed a link 
in the “Links Across Cam-
pus” chain, a visual sym-
bol of  their commitment 
to providing resources 
for friends, relatives or 
co-workers who struggle  
with depression.

Clockwise from left: Andrelyn Williams, a junior 
biomedical science major from Katy, Texas, 
completes an assignment. Marshall Burns, a 
psychology major from Seguin, Texas, walks 
to class. Students participate in Culture Fest 
activities held Nov. 15 at the University Center. 

Clockwise from left: Kate Morrow, a biomedical 
science major, hopes to become an optometrist. 
Students participate in a variety of activities during 
Greek Week in April. More than 1,400 students 
showcase their freshman research projects 
during the First-Year Learning Communities 
Program’s “First-Year Celebration” held Dec. 4. 
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International student Togrul Quliyev has always 
believed in himself.  
 And since arriving at the Island University 
in fall 2005, he credits constant optimism and 
self-motivation for his many accomplishments. 

In less than four years, Quliyev, a junior major-
ing in finance from the nation of  Azerbaijan in 
southeastern Europe, has become a shining ex-
ample of  academic excellence.   

  “One of  my biggest chal-
lenges was starting a new life away 
from friends and family,” explains 
Quliyev, who is on track to gradu-
ate in May 2010. “And I wasn’t 
fluent in English, so I had some 
difficulty in communicating with 
others.” 
 Quliyev has also adjusted to 
living in a society with more lib-
eral views; whereas in Azerbaijan, 
he was accustomed to more con-
servative values. Because people 
in his native country dress and act 
more formally, he had to get used 
to the informal atmosphere of  
the United States.
 When Quliyev researched 
universities away from home, he 
was immediately drawn to the idea of  studying at 
the nation’s only university located on an island. 
 “Being by the sea is very relaxing to 
me,” he says. “Even if  you only have a short 
break between classes, you have time to enjoy  
the surroundings.”

 The president of  the Student Finance As-
sociation holds a 3.9 grade point average, serves 
as business senator of  the Student Government 
Association and is in the University’s Honors 
Program. In the community, Quliyev works as a 
financial advisor assistant. 
 “I really love this University,” exclaims Quli-
yev, who is taking 15 semester hours this spring. 
“Texas A&M-Corpus Christi has provided me 
with many opportunities to make friends, inter-
act with professors, get to know faculty mem-
bers and staff  and become an active part of   
the community.” 
 As a President’s Ambassador on campus, 
Quliyev represents Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
and the Office of  the President by hosting guests 
of  the University and attending special events.
 Quliyev says he is grateful for the assis-
tance he has received through the English as a 
Second Language International office, and to the 
professors and friends he’s met along the way. 
In return, he is happy to give back to the Uni-
versity as a peer mentor through the University’s 
Together Islanders Develop Excellence (TIDE) 
program that helps new students transition into  
college life. 
 Through the University’s Study Abroad 
Program, Quliyev studied in Salamanca, Spain, 
in June 2008 and received credit hours. For his 
next adventure, Quliyev hopes to visit Mexico  
or Canada.  
 “Being an international student is a unique 
learning experience,” he says. “I have success-
fully overcome many challenges and explored 
new cultures and lifestyles while enjoying  
the freedom.” 

International Student 
Sets a Shining Academic Example  
toGRul QulIyev oveRcomeS challeNGeS to Become a camPuS leadeR 

NewS & featuReS NewS & featuReS

Togrul Quliyev, who is from Azerbaijan, began at 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi in fall 2005.

Quliyev expresses his campus spirit at a basketball game.

Ana Billeaux has been named student advi-
sor for the University’s new Office of  Inter-
national Education (OIE) which opened in 
December 2008. The OIE supports interna-
tional students pursuing a bachelors or ad-
vanced degree as well as students in English 
as a Second Language International (ESLI) 
classes. The OIE also works to increase the 
number of  students and faculty who travel 
abroad through reciprocal agreements with 
educational institutions around the world.

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi has en-
tered into an agreement with La Universidad 
Autónoma de Queretaro in central Mexico for 
the exchange of  faculty and for educational op-
portunities and research activities.
 The agreement encompasses the areas of  
music, and visual and the performing arts. In ad-
dition to the exchange of  students and faculty, 
the agreement provides for the development of  
seminars, workshops and service projects for 
the benefit of  both institutions.
 “We are extremely pleased to join with such 
an outstanding university in creating a partner-
ship that transcends national boundaries and di-
verse cultures,” says University President Flavius 
Killebrew. “This agreement will strengthen the 
ties between South Texas and Mexico and pro-
vide opportunities for faculty and students from 
both sides of  the border to work together and 
share their knowledge and experience.”
 La Universidad Autónoma de Queretaro is 
located in the historical “Cerro de las Campa-

nas” (Hill of  the Bells) about 120 miles north-
west of  Mexico City.  The University’s curricu-
lum emphasizes the humanities, economical and 
administrative sciences, social and political sci-
ences, chemical and biological sciences, psychol-
ogy and pedagogical sciences, health sciences, 
and physics and mathematical sciences.

Building a global presence on cam-
pus is the focus of  the University’s 
new Office of  International Educa-
tion (OIE). 
 The OIE helps international 
students adjust to the unfamiliar cul-
ture while ensuring they succeed in 
the classroom. The OIE also over-
sees the Study Abroad Program, 
which arranges exchange programs 
with other universities for students 
and faculty who desire to study in 
other countries. 
 “Bringing a global presence to 
university life supports student un-
derstanding of  how connected we 
are throughout the world,” says Uni-
versity President and CEO Flavius 
Killebrew. “Our domestic students 
benefit greatly when exposed to diverse cultures 
and these experiences support the international-
ization of  the campus. In turn, we provide stu-
dents with opportunities to enhance their educa-
tion through the exploration of  other countries 
and cultures.” 
 The OIE provides students with guidance 

and assistance with various campus offices and 
service providers and also engages students in 
campus life through international events and so-
cial activities.
 Killebrew said that the creation of  the OIE 
comes at a time when international student at-
tendance at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi has 
skyrocketed. Today, more than 300 of  the 9,000 

students at the University are from oth-
er countries, whereas just five years ago 
there were only around 50 international 
students enrolled.   
   The OIE also serves the more than 
180 students in the English as a Second 
Language International program, a pri-
vately-owned and operated program on 
campus that provides intensive English 
training to prepare students for entrance 
to the University.
   The OIE is located in the University 
Center and currently serves students 
representing 42 countries. The office, 
part of  Academic Affairs, also promotes 
international diversity throughout the 
campus.  
   “The number of  international stu-
dents at the University is on the rise ev-

ery semester,” says Dr. Robert Nelsen, associate 
vice president for Academic Affairs. “Creating 
an Office of  International Education is crucial 
to the University, where these students will re-
ceive the support, connections and opportuni-
ties they need to successfully assimilate into their  
 new environment.” 

BIlleauX Named  
offIce of 
INteRNatIoNal 
educatIoN StudeNt 
advISoR 

University Forms Exchange 
Partnership with La Universidad 
Autónoma de Querétaro

University Creates International Education Office for 
Student Support and Global Presence  

The Office of International Education invited new and returning interna-
tional students to attend a “Meet and Greet” on Jan. 27.

Cultural diversity was celebrated in November during Culture Fest 2008. The festival, presented 
by the Islander Cultural Alliance (ICA) and affiliate organizations, was themed ‘One World, 

One Mission, to Promote Unity.’ The more than 9,000 students attending Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi represent 48 states and 42 foreign countries. 
View the activities from CultureFest at: theislander.tamucc.edu/culturefest/

Querétaro, Mexico
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The Islander Student Environmental Action 
League (SEAL) is generating public awareness in 
an effort to create an eco-minded student com-
munity. 
 The Islander SEALs formed last summer 

to promote environmental aware-
ness within the University and 
the Coastal Bend through civic 
engagements. SEAL President 
Barbara Tharas says maintaining 
biodiversity to support the survival 
of  diverse species of  plants and 
animals is a major priority.
 “Public awareness is the 
most important step in changing 
the lifestyle and culture of  the 
student body to be more environ-

mentally sustainable,” says Tharas, a sophomore 
communications major.
 Last fall, the Islander SEALs had a hand in 
several planet-friendly projects. In September, 
they teamed up with the City of  Corpus Christi’s 
Storm Water Department to 
place environmental warning 
covers on around 200 cam-
pus storm drains. The plastic 
disks read “Storm Water- 
Keep It Clean. No Dumping-
Drains to Bay.” The group 
also launched its continual 
Ward Island Clean-Up where, 
two Saturdays a month, vol-
unteers pick up trash along the University’s hike-
and-bike trail.  
 “Because I enjoy the outdoors, I’ve devel-
oped a compassion for protecting animals, ma-
rine life and their natural habitats,” says Tharas, 
an Aransas Pass native. 
 In its formative stages, the Islander SEALs 
met with Laurence Fischbach, director of  the 
Physical Plant, to discuss ways the group could 
assist the department. 

“These concerned students have worked with 
our staff  in different areas of  campus to imple-
ment additional student recycling initiatives with 
guidance from the Environmental Advisory 

Council,” Fischbach says.
Together, the Islander SEALs 
and the Physical Plant have 
added extra recycling bins for 
paper, aluminum cans and 

plastic bottles around campus. Students have 
also collected and transported recyclable items 
to drop off  locations on campus. 
 The Islander SEALs enthusiasm and con-
cern for the environment led Mikell Smith, a re-
search technician in the Harte Research Institute, 
to join the group. 
 “I jumped right on board,” says Smith. “It’s 
a great opportunity to create a green campus ini-
tiative to which student involvement is vital.”

NewS & featuReS NewS & featuReS

New Campus Organization  
Promotes Environmental Awareness  

SMARTHINKING 
CoNNeCTS STudeNTS 
To TuToRING 24 HouRS 
A dAy
SMARTHINKING, the latest Web-based 
technology designed to assist students in their 
study and research, connects students to quali-
fied tutors 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
from any Internet 
connection.
 The service 
is a supplement 
to the Center 
for Academic 
Student Achieve-
ment (CASA)
which has re-
ceived national 
recognition for 
its programs to 
improve the retention and graduation rates 
of  A&M-Corpus Christi students. SMART-
HINKING offers real-time online tutoring 
help in core courses and studies indicate that 
students using this study tool make higher 
grades and experience improvement in their 
skills whether it is writing, science or math.
 “With so many of  our students working 
in addition to carrying a full course load, it 
is imperative that we provide them with the 
tools to make maximum use of  time available 
for studying,” says Gerardo Moreno, director 
of  CASA. “Through this Web site, students 
have access to highly-valuable academic assis-
tance, no matter the time of  day.”
 CASA, located on the second floor of  the 
Mary and Jeff  Bell Library, also offers face-to 
face tutoring by qualified tutors in math, biol-
ogy, chemistry and physics as well as a com-
puter lab that encourages group work.

Watch SMARTHINKING in action at: 
theislander.tamucc.edu/smarthinking/

The importance of  the mind-body connection in the pursuit of  excellence 
has been a major component of  philosophic discussions since the Greek 
thinker Plato founded the first institution of  higher learning more than 
2,400 years ago.
 That philosophy was the inspiration for the Dr. Jack and Susie Dugan 
Wellness Center, the $21 million recreation and athletic center which opened 
in January. The 67,000-square foot complex includes two regulation NCAA 
basketball courts, weight and cardio areas, locker rooms, including two for 
those with special needs, and group exercise rooms. The 15,000-square foot 
gymnasium can be utilized for intramural activities, academic classes and 
open recreation. 
 “The University has entered into a new era of  opportunities to pro-
vide wellness education for the campus community,” says Jacque Hamilton, 
the University’s director of  Recreational Sports. “Today’s college students 
expect to have access to top-notch fitness facilities and the new wellness 
center will help with both the recruitment and retention of  students, faculty 
and staff.
 To accommodate the growing University population, the weight and 
cardio areas are three times as large as those at the old Glasscock Center. 
Contemporary equipment and amenities include the Cardio Theater which 
allows members to watch television while working out. Multi-purpose ac-
tivity rooms allow for much larger workout classes, with a greater variety 
of  classes taught by nationally-certified personal trainers and group fitness 
instructors, many who are University students.
 However, the Wellness Center is much more than a place for recreation 
and workout activities. With healthcare looming as one of  the biggest chal-

lenges facing the United 
States, the importance 
of  lifetime wellness is 
becoming a major con-
cern at institutions of  
higher learning across 
the country. Hamilton 
points out that with 
regular exercise, peo-
ple are better able to 
achieve and maintain 
strength, endurance 
and flexibility as well as 
a healthy body weight. 
People who exercise 
regularly, she adds, of-
ten sleep better and are 
more able to manage 
the daily stresses from 
juggling classes and/or 
work load. 
    “This facility will 
help our students, fac-
ulty, staff  and alumni 
reach their personal goals in wellness while contributing to success in other areas,” says Hamilton. 
“Prevention is the best way to head off  chronic diseases. With astronomical health care costs, any-
thing that can be done to take better care of  our bodies will result in a higher quality of  life and  
increased productivity.”  

Top-Notch Fitness Facility Provides  
Wellness and Education Opportunities 
dR. JacK aNd SuSIe duGaN wellNeSS ceNteR oPeNed IN JaNuaRy

April 3 – Aug. 16, 2009
Grand Canyon: From Dream to Icon 
The Art Museum of South Texas 
1902 N. Shoreline Blvd.

“The Grand Canyon: From Dream to 
Icon” selectively reveals early historic 
depiction of the canyon, 20th century 
illustrations of this natural wonder, 
contemporary interpretations of its 
beauty and conceptual investigations 
of the canyon’s impact on our senses 
and society. The works of more than 
40 artists are represented. Informa-
tion: 361.825.3500.

April 30 – May 29, 2009 
Connie Arismendi: Remedios Weil 
Gallery, Center for the Arts, Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi

Corpus Christi native Connie 
Arismendi explores ancient healing 
traditions through contemporary eyes 
in her latest exhibit titled “Reme-
dios.” The artist is known for her 
installations involving the Hispanic 
culture. Information: 361.825.2386 or 
361.825.5752.
 

June 5 – 27, 2009
Visual Dialogues  
Islander Art Gallery, 4024 Weber 
Road in the Hamlin Center

Showcasing artwork by Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi faculty 
and selected art students, “Visual 
Dialogues” serves as a tool to com-
municate to and teach visitors about 
the array of creative processes and 
techniques used by University art 
faculty and students. Information: 
361.825.2386 or 361.825.5752.  

uPcomING eXhIBItIoNS SPRING 2009

Take a virtual tour of the new Wellness Center at: theislander.tamucc.edu/wellnesscenter/

Tours were given at the grand opening of the 
Dr. Jack and Susie Dugan Wellness Center on  
January 24.

Dr. Jack Dugan and University President Flavius Killebrew were joined by Univer-
sity and elected officials, and members of the Dugan family at the ribbon cutting 
for the new $21 million Dr. Jack and Susie Dugan Wellness Center.

The Islander women’s basketball team capped off a day of celebration by defeat-
ing UT-San Antonio on the Dugan Wellness Center court in the first game played 
on Ward Island since the athletic program was revived in 1997.

The Dugan Wellness Center has weight and cardio areas, and group exercise 
rooms as well as locker rooms, including two for those with special needs.
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IslanderNetwork.com 
The Place to Be for Alumni!

The Alumni Web site is the place for news about fellow alumni, 
the University, job opportunities and more. Go to IslanderNetwork.com and:

◆  Register and gain entry to the 
 “Alumni Access” section
◆  Start a blog and interact 

with other alumni
◆  Tell us what you think by taking our  

ongoing opinion poll

We are continually updating our Internet presence. Soon, our Alumni Web site will link to Facebook, 
LinkedIn and MySpace to allow you to bridge your personal page with the Web site. Soon there 
will be a college graduate career service presence to assist you with your career path. Make the 
Alumni Web site your home page or bookmark it as a favorite and visit often.

◆  View photos of alumni events and learn 
about the activities of local alumni chapters

◆  Learn what your fellow alumni are up to in 
the Class Notes section

◆  Re-establish old friendships by e-mailing 
classmates directly from the Web site

Rodolfo Garza ’77 BS Recreation retired in May 
2005, after teaching social studies at Martin High 
School in Laredo, Texas, for 28 years. He was re-
hired in 2007 to teach U.S. history at Martin High 
School.  He has one daughter, Monica G. Urdiales, 
who is a fifth grade science teacher for the Laredo 
United ISD.

Adolfo Gutierrez ’78 BBA Business Administra-
tion has lived in San Antonio, Texas, for the past 
20 years. Since retiring from Southwestern Bell 
in 2001, Adolfo has established a home-base of-
fice involving accounting and taxes and is working 
along with his son, a CPA. He and his wife will cel-
ebrate their 36th wedding anniversary this year. 

Richard Malm ’80 BBA Management, ’87 MS 
Educational Administration moved to Guatema-
la in 1990 where he served as a missionary helping 
the indigenous Mayan people. In 2000, Rick and 
his wife, Jana, returned to Corpus Christi to pastor 
The Summit Church and are still serving there. He 
has continued his education and will earn his Ph.D. 
with the completion of his thesis. They are thrilled 
they will become grandparents in July.  

David Spencer ’80 BBA Banking and Finance is 
an internal auditor with Midwestern State University 
in Wichita Falls, Texas. 

Gordon Gilbert Geddes, Jr. ’81 BBA Manage-
ment is a director of events with Frontiers of Flight 
Museum in Dallas, Texas. Gordon was recently ap-
pointed as an admiral in the Texas Navy by Gov. 
Rick Perry. He is married to Dr. Debra Duffy Ged-
des. They have five children, Nicole, 22, Christo-
pher, 21, Brock, 16, Garrett, 12, and Grayson, 10.

Jeffrey Getchell ’82 BBA Marketing is director of 
E-Learning Services at Del Mar College.

Kimberly Miller ’84 BBA Accounting and her 
husband own full service car washes in the Dallas, 
Texas, area. Their daughter, Whitney Wehring, en-
rolled at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi this 
year and plays on the volleyball team.

Luis Rodriguez ’85 BBA is a treasury manage-
ment representative with Frost Bank in San Anto-
nio, Texas. He and his wife, Carolyn, will celebrate 
their 20th wedding anniversary this year. 

have you heaRd

alumNI NewS

Local entrepreneur Brad Lomax, owner of Water Street Inc., was presented 
with a proclamation Dec. 12, recognizing him as an Honorary Alumnus of 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. Pictured from left are Gina Prince, sec-
retary of the National Alumni Association; Bea Blomquist, president of the Na-
tional Alumni Association; Gloria Ann Valdez, president of the Anchor Alumni 
Club; Octavio Garcia, past-president of the National Alumni Association; Brad 
Lomax, owner of Water Street Inc.; and Evon English, director of Alumni Rela-
tions.

Some new college graduates want to make 
money, some want to make a name for them-
selves, and some like 
Brandy West want to 
make a difference.
 Not long after earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree 
in communications from 
Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi in Decem-
ber 2007, the San Antonio 
native joined AmeriCorps, 
a volunteer program cre-
ated in 1993 for national 
and community service. 
While working as the 
work group coordinator 
for La Puente, a shelter 
for the homeless and impoverished in the San 
Luis Valley of  Southern Colorado, she has put 
the photographic skills she learned as a student 
to good use.
 With her camera, West has captured hun-
dreds of  images of  migrant farm workers 
hard at work in the fields, volunteers preparing 
meals at the food bank, smiling children in the 
community garden participating in educational 
activities and hopeful families trying to rebuild 
their lives.
 “I wanted to focus on social issues where 
I could become part of  the solution,” West 
says. “I want people to see the kind of  work we 

do and eliminate the stereotypes people have 
of  the homeless.”

     West’s photos have caught the 
attention of  many including Kate 
Powers, volunteer coordinator for La 
Puente who says that the images re-
flect the photographer’s kindness and 
upbeat personality. 
   “Brandy’s photos are amazing,” 
Powers says. “She definitely has an eye 

for photogra-
phy and I know 
her talent will 
take her many 
places. She’s the 
happiest when 
she’s using her 
camera.” 
    And, Powers 
stresses, West 
has an out-
standing work 
ethic which is 
especially im-
portant to an 
organizat ion 
that relies on 
volunteers.

 “She brings warmth to the organization,” 
Powers says. “She does whatever needs to be 
done, especially in a diverse non-profit such  
as ours.”

 In addition to being the primary photog-
rapher for La Puente’s quarterly newsletter 
and photo journals, West organizes week-long 
volunteer trips to La Puente for universities, 
churches and other groups. She has also con-
tributed her culinary skills, helping to make 
dinner for more than 200 people who attended 
the shelter’s annual Thanksgiving dinner. 
 West, who receives a modest stipend for 
working with La Puente, lives in a home with 
six other volunteers. After fulfilling her com-
mitment with La Puente, West will receive the 
AmeriCorps Education Award, which will pay 
off  her past and future school loans. 
 “I don’t mind living on less so that oth-
ers can succeed,” she says. “I could be having a 
bad day, but knowing that there are people out 
there willing to donate their time and money to 
help humankind is reassuring.” 

Capturing Real Life through the Lens
alumNa woRKS to elImINate SteReotyPeS of the homeleSS

Brandy West has photo-
graphed families, migrant farm 
workers and others in need at 
the La Puente homeless shel-
ter in Alamosa, Colo. 

BRANDY WEST

 continued page 23

colleGe of BuSINeSS
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In the global war on terrorism, there are few weapons more potent than 
the sharing of  information. Whether it is gathered by domestic or in-
ternational agencies, reliable intelligence is the key to preventing future 
terrorist attacks and bringing those responsible for past atrocities to jus-
tice.
 With this in mind, in September 2008 the FBI appointed Elaine 
Cummins as its first chief  information sharing officer. Cummins, who 
graduated from the Island University (then Texas A&I University-Cor-
pus Christi) in 1975, leads the planning and coordination of  information 
sharing issues with other agencies and represents the Bureau at execu-
tive-level interagency meetings involving the White House, Office of  
Directorate of  National Intelligence and the Department of  Justice. It’s 
a mission that at times walks a thin line.
 “The events of  Sept. 11, 2001, led the intelligence community to 
move from a ‘need to know’ to a ‘need to share’ philosophy,” says Cum-
mins. “But we must balance these sharing responsibilities with our man-
date to safeguard sources and methods while honoring our obligation to 
protect the civil liberties and privacy rights of  our fellow citizens.”
 That’s a large responsibility for someone who, as a youngster, want-
ed nothing more than to be a teacher. The daughter of  parents who 
didn’t finish school, she was the first in her family to pursue a college 
degree. After graduating Summa Cum Laude in elementary education, 
she taught at the First Baptist School in Corpus Christi until 1978 when, 
with her then-husband, she co-owned and managed a dental laboratory 
business. At the same time, she earned her master’s degree in public ad-
ministration from Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and, with the 
encouragement of  mentor Dr. David Billeaux, applied to the doctoral 

program at the American University 
in Washington, D.C.
 Although her master’s project 
had focused on “The Glass Ceil-
ing in State Government” that af-
fects attitudes toward the status of  
women in government, Cummins 
was reluctant to make such a chal-
lenging career move. When in frus-
tration she concluded, “I can’t go,” 
her daughter responded by saying, 
“Mom, you have to go.”
 After earning her doctorate 
in 2000, Cummins went to work in 
the Small Business Administration 
and then moved to the Depart-
ment of  Justice where she con-
ducted an evaluation of  polygraph practices and policies for the Office 
of  the Inspector General. She joined the FBI in 2005 as a member of  
a policy unit that studied information sharing in the wake of  the 2001  
terrorist attacks.
 It’s been a long and winding road for Cummins, who offers this 
advice to today’s students, especially women and minorities who find 
themselves at a disadvantage in the workplace.
 “Apply yourself, become an expert at something and create a niche 
for yourself,” she says. “If  you follow your heart, each opportunity leads 
to another, which leads to another.”

Catching the Bad Guys in the Information Age

A  S Y M B O L  O F
Y O U R  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T

A graduation ring is more than just a nice piece of  jewelry.

It is a sign of  your experience,

A mark of  your achievement,

A reflection of  memories past . . .

Wear it with pride.
You deserve it.

www.IslanderNetwork.com
866/482-6822  or  361/825-5787

Have you been thinking about ordering your Official University Ring? Make today the day! Call the Alumni Office at 1.877.482.6822 to place 
your order. We will inform you of  how to get your bachelor’s ring upgraded to reflect your master’s degree free of  charge.

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Alumni Association

ELAINE CUMMINS
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William Allen ’92 BBA Accounting is an audit 
manager with a large international company in Dal-
las, Texas. William completed his master’s degree 
in global management in 2006 and is working to-
ward a Ph.D. in business. 

Don Goodwin ’92 BBA Management lives with 
his wife, Pam, in Brisbane, Australia, where he is 
working on an ExxonMobil gas project for Papua,  
New Guinea. 

Melinda Ortiz Gonzales ’93 BBA Accounting is 
a financial analyst for Geotrace in Houston, Texas. 
She enjoys traveling. Her favorite vacation spot is 
the island of Oahu, Hawaii.

Robert Jetton ’93 BBA Management is a ser-
vice center director with Averitt Express in Dallas, 
Texas. Robert has been married to his wife, Me-
lissa, for six years and their son, Will, turned 4 this 
year. In 2006, Robert fulfilled a lifelong dream by 
purchasing a ranch in Brownwood, Texas, and 
starting a partnership in a hunting operation with 
his best friend.      
Kent Arnott ’94 BBA Business Management 
Information System is a project manager in the 

Infrastructure Services division at Valero headquar-
ters in San Antonio, Texas. He and his wife, Brook, 
will celebrate their 10th wedding anniversary in 
April. They have two sons, Caleb, 8, and Cole, 3, 
and are expecting a daughter in April.

Stefanie Delmastro ’97 BBA Management is a 
volunteer for AARP. Stefanie has also volunteered 
at “Rock the Debate.” 

Irma G. Valverde ’97 BBA Management is a 
paralegal in the Intellectual Property Law Depart-
ment with Celanese International Corporation in 
Bishop, Texas.   

Margie Botello ’98 BBA Accounting is a petro-
ware support specialist (oil and gas accounting 
software) at Avatar Systems, Inc. She lives in 
Frisco, Texas.

Andrew Rolf ’00 BBA Management Information 
System earned a master’s degree in management 
information systems from Texas A&M University in 
2008 and works as an information technology proj-
ect manager at Chevron in Houston, Texas. He is a 
member of the Greater Houston chapter of the Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi Alumni Association.  

Gloria Ann Valdez ‘00 BBA Accounting is presi-
dent of the Anchor Club at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. If you are alumni and an employee 
of Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, you can join the 
Anchor Club. For more information, go to www.
islandernetwork.com and click on the Alumni Club 
links on the right hand side of screen.  

Louie Asuncion ‘01 MBA Management is an 
associate professor of health occupations at Del 
Mar College. Louie is also a tenured faculty in the 
Nursing Education Department where he is re-
sponsible for the development and update of Del 
Mar’s courses. 

Anna Marie Villarreal Major ‘01 BA Communi-
cations is an information research technician in 
the Office of Institutional Effectiveness at Jackson 
State Community College in Jackson, Tenn. 

Larry Olivarez Jr. ‘01 BBA Finance is a finan-
cial advisor with Ameriprise Financial. Larry is a 
past-president of the National Alumni Association 

and currently serves on the board of directors. 
Larry and his wife, Priscilla, have a 3-year-old-son,  
Larry III.   

Angela Houhanisin Links ’02 Marketing is an 
asset manager with REO and handles properties 
throughout the United States. Angela married in 
2006 and moved to Clarksville, Tenn. She recently 
received her real estate license and works part-
time as a realtor with Crye-Leike Realtors. 

Nicole Nolen ’04 BBA Management is employed 
as a firm administrator. Nicole and her husband will 
celebrate their 10th wedding anniversary in June 
and have two daughters, ages 6 and 2.  

Alisha M. Robertson ’04 BBA Management re-
cently moved to Dallas, Texas. She lived in Corpus 
Christi until 2008 and worked for Unique Employ-
ment. She moved abroad and spent almost a year 
teaching and traveling to South America. Alisha 
also taught English for a private language institute 
in Chile.

Matt Werkhoven ’04 BBA Management is the 
sales manager for Corpus Christi Cycle Plaza.  He 
married Natalie Farmer ’07 BBA Marketing on 
Nov. 22, 2008. He is an active sailor and competes 
locally on a regular basis.  

Liza Wisner ’04 BS Computer and Technology, 
’07 MS Educational Technology works at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi as a program co-
ordinator in the Computing Sciences Department. 
She is married to Denis Wisner ’05 BA History 
who is a world history and geography teacher in the 
Innovation Academy at Moody High School. They 
have two sons, Zaleik and Zamar.

Sandra Kureska ’06 BBA Management is direc-
tor of Graduate Studies at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. 

Ricardo Lugo ’06 BBA Marketing is an Internet 
manager with Bert Ogden Chrysler Dodge Kia in 
Harlingen, Texas. Ricardo married his sweetheart, 
Kirby Fernandez, and a year later welcomed their 
first child, Ryan Nathaniel, to the world.   

Lisa Polasek ’06 BBA Marketing is employed 
as a marketing director at Hallettsville Communi-
cations. She married Matthew Motal on Nov. 17, 
2007.

Shawn Shinohara ’06 BS Marketing is a T-mobile 
area representative for northern Houston, Texas, 
and plans to join the Navy.

Stacey Rivere ’07 Accounting is a senior buyer 
for Sherwin Alumina. Stacey plans to graduate 
with a master’s degree in business administration 
in May 2009.

Danielle Warner ’07 BBA Accounting is a busi-
ness manager with Kiewit Offshore Services in In-
gleside, Texas. Danielle recently became engaged 
to Clint Tucker ’08 BBA General Business. They 
plan to marry in summer 2010. 

Brenda Escutia ’08 BBA Accounting works for 
the Corpus Christi accounting firm of Tranbarger & 
Company, LLP. 

Shanelle Hill ’08 BBA Marketing works with the 
American Diabetes Association in Corpus Christi 
as an associate manager and coordinator for 
the School Walk for Diabetes program. In April, 
Shanelle will marry her fiancé and move to Oahu, 
Hawaii, where he is serving in the Marine Corps.

colleGe of educatIoN
Bob Proctor ’63 BS Mathematics has been re-
tired from the local power company for 20 years 
and is now a full time caregiver for his wife. 

Elma Holden ’65 BS Elementary Education, 
’71 MA Counseling and Guidance is a volunteer 
with Corpus Christi Literacy Council where she is 
currently teaching two young men who recently 
moved here from Vietnam.     

Marlana Beatley Thomas ‘70 BS Elementary Ed-
ucation is a reading interventionist and coach with 
the Brownfield ISD in Brownfield, Texas. Marlana 
has been in the teaching profession for 39 years 
and plans to retire at the end of this school year.

Richard Tracy ’71 BS Health, Physical Educa-
tion or Recreation has returned to campus on two 
occasions to visit staff and friends. In fall 2008, his 
oldest grandson enrolled at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi after turning down two offers to play 
football. 

Laura Rosales, ’89, ’91, & ’08 re-
ceives the 2009  Young Alumna 
Award from Dr. Falvius Killebrew at 
the Alumni Awards Breakfast during 
Homecoming 2009.

John T. Baker, ’64 receives the 2009 
Outstanding Alumnus Award from 
Dr. Flavius Killebrew at the Alumni 
Awards Breakfast.

Adele Bemis, ’79 & ’86 received the College of Nursing & Health Sciences 
Distinguished Alumna Award at the Alumni Awards Breakfast.

Torrence E. Burrowes, III, ’70 re-
ceives the highest honor the 2009 
Distinguished Alumnus Award at the 
Alumni Awards Breakfast.



Universities throughout our nation are continually becom-
ing more dependent upon the generosity of private donors 
to provide the essential dollars required to reach new levels 
of excellence. It is the nature of an institution growing 
stronger to require support beyond what can be procured 
through appropriations and tuition.

    Just as Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi is committed 
to the well-being of its greater 
community, many businesses and 
professionals see the University as 
an investment toward the growth 

of a quality, global-minded workforce. 
The Achieve Partnership program 
provides the opportunity for many to 
support students first-hand through 
scholarships which help defray the 
costs of tuition and fees. 

 The Achieve Partner-
ship program offers an 
excellent venue for sup-
porting our youth who 
aspire to become leaders 
within many industries 
during their careers. Please 
consider how your gift to-
day can develop the future 
of a student who one day 
may improve the quality of 
your life.

it starts with a gift…

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi • 6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5741• Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-5741 • (361) 825-2420

For more information about Achieve Partnerships or other opportunities, 
 please fill out the self-addressed, postage paid card attached in this magazine.
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As early as high school, 
Bette Williams was on her 
way to a fulfilling career as 
a certified public accoun-
tant. 
 The 1950 Corpus 
Christi High School vale-
dictorian (then known as 
Bette Diane Davis) had a 
mind for math, good study 
habits and was voted “Most 
Likely to Succeed” by her 
classmates. After gaining 
experience at a CPA firm in 
College Station, Williams 
returned to her hometown, 
worked at a local firm and 
attended evening classes at 
the University of  Corpus 
Christi, which, at the time, 
numbered around 600 stu-
dents. 
 “My father promised he would buy me 
a yellow Chevrolet convertible if  I graduated 
valedictorian, so I always had that impetus to 
succeed,” says Williams. “He kept his word.” 
 In 1960, Williams took her CPA exam, 
scored the second-highest grade in the state 
that year and became the 
third female CPA in Cor-
pus Christi. She received her 
bachelor of  science in ac-
counting from the University 
in 1964 and she was with the 
then Big 8 firm Touche Ross 
and Co. and worked in Cor-
pus Christi, Fort Worth and 
Austin offices before open-
ing her own Austin-based 
firm in 1985.
 “I really enjoy work-
ing with my clients,” says 
Williams, who specializes in 
estate planning. “Some of  
them I’ve known for 40 years 
and we’re all growing older 
together. I love the field of  
estate planning and it’s a ben-
eficial service to my clients.” 
 Williams, who has been 
involved with both the Texas 
Society of  Certified Public 
Accountants (TSCPA) and 
the American Institute of  Certified Public Ac-
countants for 40 years, has received numerous 
awards and has served in many positions in-
cluding secretary of  TSCPA and president of  

the Austin chapter, which also 
named its largest scholarship 
after her. 
 In June 2005, Williams, a 
TSCPA director and current 
president of  the West Aus-
tin Rotary Club, was the first 
woman in 50 years to receive 
the TSCPA “Meritorious Ser-
vice to Public Accounting Pro-
fession in Texas,” the organi-

zation’s highest award. 
 “It was such an 
emotional time,” Wil-
liams recalls. “The 
Austin chapter had 
nominated me with-
out my knowledge 
and all my friends had 
come to see me. Re-
ceiving the award was 
sensational, but it was 

also bittersweet since my husband died of  can-
cer two weeks after I received the award.” 
 Her husband, Knox, attended the Uni-
versity of  Corpus Christi in 1947-1948 dur-
ing the school’s first year, and played on the 
University’s football team. The couple, who 

married in 1951, had met when Williams’s fa-
ther, a Sunday school teacher, brought mem-
bers of  the University’s basketball team home  
for lunch. 

 In 1965, Williams and Knox began show-
ing and breeding basset hounds, including 
Butch, who holds the title of  top-producing 
sire. Although Butch died in 1999, he has pro-
duced 74 champions and counting. Butch Jr., 
an American Kennel Club champion, was also 

shown two years ago at Westminster Kennel 
Club. Williams co-owns “Rita”, who has been 
entered in breed shows in Texas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi. Williams is a member of  several 
basset hound clubs and is 
treasurer of  the Austin 
Kennel Club. 
 “As a result 
of  dog breeding, I 
have made friends 
in Switzerland, 
Brazil, Thailand, 
and Mexico 
and have trav-
eled all around 
the country,” 
she says.
 

Motivated CPA Builds Successful Austin-Based Firm
Bette wIllIam’S PeRSoNal lIfe GoeS to the doGS

alumNI NewS alumNI NewS

Bette Williams (center) pictured here in Jan. 17, 1964, was the 
first woman vice president for the Corpus Christi Chapter of the 
Texas Society of Public Accountants.

Bette (Davis) Williams (right) pictured 
with her husband, Knox, and two of their  
bassett hounds.

Bette (Davis) 
Williams in 1950 
as valedictorian 
at Corpus Christi 
High School  
and now. 
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Rosemary Hernandez Lara ’80 BS Education, 
’82 MS Education teaches fourth grade in the 
Refugio, Texas, ISD. She has been teaching for 
29 years and recently obtained her Library Media 
Specialist certification from Sam Houston State 
University. She is married with two children.    

Lois Piercefield ’81 BS Psychology and Coun-
seling is enjoying his retirement from the Corpus 
Christi ISD after teaching for 24 years. He does vol-
unteer work at Christus Spohn Hospital Shoreline.   

Kimberli Brandt ’89 MS Curriculum and In-
struction Kindergarten is a kindergarten teacher 
in the Flour Bluff, Texas, ISD Childhood Center. 
Kimberli has been teaching for 23 years and was 
named District Teacher of the Year in 2007. She 
has been married for 21 years to husband, Rick, 
and they have three sons; Justin, 19, Jake, 16, and  
Jared, 13.

Josephine Garcia Martinez ’95 BS Occupation-
al Training and Development, ’04 BBA General 
Business, ’05 MS Occupational Training and 
Development is an adjunct computer instructor for 
Del Mar College. She is working on her doctoral 
studies in instructional and resiliency strategies, 
and teaches effectiveness in working with female 
at-risk students. 

Brenda Hudman ’96 MS Counseling and Guid-
ance recently completed seven years as a volun-
teer for Advocacy, Inc., where she served on the 
Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Men-
tal Illness Advisory Council. Brenda remains active 
in the community as an advocate for people with 
disabilities.   

Diana Garcia ’99 BS Interdisciplinary received 
her master’s degree in reading in 2006. She has 
been a teacher in the Corpus Christi ISD for 10 
years.

Patrick Keller ’00 BS Computer Science is a 
senior research scientist at Southwest Research 
Institute and attends the University of Texas-San 
Antonio. He enjoys scuba diving, mountain biking, 
and working out.

Jessica McKay ’04 BBA Marketing does contract 
work-system conversions in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Brenda Blum ’05 BA Occupational Training 
and Development, ‘07 MS Special Education 
teaches a career orientation class at the Student 
Guidance Center in the Corpus Christi ISD. In her 
spare time she is helping her daughter through 
third grade TAKS prep, along with chess tourna-
ments and basketball games.   

D’Nese Rios Hinojosa ’05 BS Kinesiology is 
a records management assistant with the City of 
Corpus Christi. D’Nese gave birth to a handsome 
baby boy, Ryker Steel, on Dec. 30, 2008. 

Margaret Gibson ’91 MS Secondary Education 
retired in May 2008 after 30 years of teaching Eng-
lish at Sinton, Texas, High School. Margaret now 
teaches creative writing part time at Sinton High 
School and has also worked as an adjunct at Del 
Mar College. She loves spending time with her 
three grandchildren and is looking forward to the 
arrival of a fourth in September.

Nell Reynolds ’91 MA Interdisciplinary and 
’98 MS Educational Administration taught 
English and French in the Corpus Christi ISD 
until she and her husband of 43 years moved 
to Austin, Texas, to be closer to her son. After 
returning to the Coastal Bend, she became an 
adjunct at Coastal Bend College in Beeville and 
then an adjunct at Del Mar College. Today she is 
retired and spends her time working on 
her garden. 

Binesh Prabhakar ’04 MS College of Science 
and Technology joined Vertex Pharmaceutical 
Inc. in September 2008. He is also an adjunct 
faculty for mathematics at Bunker Hill Community 
College. 

Margaret Pantoja ’05 BSIS Education Interdis-
ciplinary is a special education teacher at Mireles 
Elementary School in the Corpus Christi ISD. 

 continued page 26

Clarence “Sonny” Norrell and Humphrey Hose are inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Honor during Homecoming 2009 in February.



alumNI chaPteR coNtactS

www.islandernetwork.com

National Alumni Association
Bea Blomquist ’98
beatrice.blomquist@tamucc.edu
361.825.3207

Anchor Alumni Club
Gloria A. Valdez ’00
gloria.valdez@tamucc.edu
361.825.5828

Austin Club
Jessica Pineda ’00
jessica_pineda@dell.com
512.725.3074
 
Corpus Christi Club
Lee White ’95
lwhite01@stx.rr.com
361. 548.3141

Dallas/Ft. Worth Area
Diana Jo Barton ’65 – ’67
dianajobarton@sbcglobal.net
972.381.0606

Houston Club
Patrick Richardson ’03
prichardson28@hotmail.com
832.721.2914

For more information go to:
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She and her husband celebrated their 19th anni-
versary on Feb. 17, and they have a 13-year-old 
son.  

Teresa Alaniz ’06 BS Kinesiology received a 
master’s degree in instructional technology from 
Texas A&M University-Kingsville and recently 
submitted her application for the doctoral degree 
in the Educational Leadership program.

Channell Cook ’06 Education Interdisciplinary 
teaches in the Early Head Start Program in the 
Houston, Texas, area. She will receive her mas-
ter’s degree in early childhood education in May.  
She has a 2-year-old son.   

Abigail Hutchinson ’06 BBA Accounting is an 
accountant for a family-owned interior decorating 
store and was featured in the February 2009 Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens magazine. 

John Portier ’07 BSIS Education Interdisciplin-
ary lives in Houston, Texas, with his wife, Corrie. 
He is a third grade teacher for the Fort Bend ISD 
and is working on his master’s degree in educa-
tional administration from Lamar University.

Casey Wooster ’07 BSIS Education Interdisci-
plinary is employed at Sylvan Learning Center. 
She married Jerry Walters in May 2007 and they 
have a 2-year-old child.

Jessica Garza ’08 BSIS Interdisciplinary Study 
Generalist EC 4 lives in San Antonio, Texas, and 
works at Methodist Children’s Hospital. 

Desiree Valdez ’08 MS Secondary Education 
teaches speech and theatre in Premont, Texas. 
Her students performed a Christmas pageant and 
are now preparing for their spring UIL competitions 
and spring play/pageant.

colleGe of lIBeRal aRtS 
Ernest Sibley ‘61 and his wife, Auttie, retired from 
the International Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in 2001 after serving in Malawi 
for 29 years. They have three children and four 
grandchildren.

Victor Haney ’65 BA Religion is an administra-
tor for the First Baptist Church of Universal City, 
Texas.

Gary Cotter ’70 BA History is president of Cot-
ter Financial, a financial planning firm in Tampa 
Bay, Fla. 

Pat Haven Taylor ‘78 BA Communications is an 
outreach counselor with Del Mar College. 

Manuel Chica ’80 BA Political Science is a de-
sign technician designing roadways and resides in 
Katy, Texas. He retired from the Orange County, 
Calif., Probation Department in 2007 after serving 
two tours in the gang unit and one in drug enforce-
ment. He has been married since 1984 and has 
two children.

Constantino Garza ’84 BA Psychology lives in 
San Antonio, Texas, and is employed by USAA, an 
insurance and financial services company, where 
he has worked in various capacities for 25 years.

Carla Daws ‘86 BA Communications, ‘99 MBA 
Business Administration is a staff resources offi-
cer with the Texas Water Development Board. For 
25 years, she worked in communications, media 

and public relations. Carla also helped establish a 
traveling acting troupe for actors 55 and older. 

James George ’88 BS Criminal Justice has 
been with the Nueces County District Attorney’s 
Office for 15 years. James has a 5-year-old son. 
He ran for Judge of the 94th District Court in 2006 
and plans on running for district attorney in 2012.

Patrick Smith ’92 BS Criminal Justice is a 
pharmaceutical representative. He spent 15 years 
in the Army as a counterintelligence officer and 
served as a counter-terrorism agent for the gov-
ernment. Patrick met his wife, Peggy, while in the 
service and they have two boys.  

Stacey Brown ’94 BA English is a room-parent 
for her 5-year-old twin boys’ kindergarten class. 
She is working on a chapbook of poetry and a 
novel. Stacey’s husband, Gary, teaches political 
science at Lone Star College. They live in The 
Woodlands, Texas.

Larry DuBose ’95 BA History is coordinator of 
the Bachelor of Applied Science Program in the 
College of Liberal Arts at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. From September 1998 to Decem-
ber 2000, he taught composition and first-year 
seminar, and worked in the Academic Advising 
Center for seven years before being named to his 
present position.

Robin Shaw ’95 BA Psychology has worked as 
an escrow office for 13 years and lives in Broken 
Arrow, Okla., with her two children, Kayla, 17, and 
Miranda, 10. She enjoys working out, spending 
time with friends, helping out at her mom’s flower 
shop and taking care of her daughters and pets.  

Maria Galan ’96 BA Psychology is employed 
with the Federal Government. Maria has three 
daughters attending Texas A&M University-Cor-
pus Christi, Olivia and Amanda, who will graduate 
in May 2009, and Christina, a freshman. 

Michael W. Arnold ’97 BA History has been a 
financial advisor with Merrill Lynch since 1997 and 
is currently vice president and branch manager in 
Hobbs, N.M.  Michael and his wife, Kim, have twin 
daughters, Kaitlin and Taylor.  Michael is a dea-

con, teacher, and musician at Northside Baptist 
Church, a Foundation Board member at the Uni-
versity of the Southwest, and a volunteer with the 
United Way of Lea County.

Julie Joffray ’97 BA Psychology, ’07 MA Psy-
chology is an assistive technology specialist 
with the Disability Services Office at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi.   

Edith Cahlik ’98 BA Communication is a proba-
tion officer with the Hamilton County, Ohio, Adult 
Probation Office. She lives in Loveland, Ohio, with 
her husband, Mark.

Cecilia Gamez ‘98 BS Criminal Justice is a 
crime records bureau supervisor with McAllen, 
Texas, Police Department. 

Renee Weekley ’98 BFA Art is an art specialist 
teacher at William Cabell Elementary in Dallas, 
Texas.  

Arden Peterson ’99 BA Political Science was 
a stock broker for 10 years before starting Cash-
Whisperer.com, a company that focuses on corpo-
rate and individual financial education. She writes 
for Corpus Christi Magazine and Costal Bend 
Generations Magazine and is writing a book titled 
“The Last Tabu.” 

Roger Fortner ’00 BA Political Science lives in 
Santa Ana, Calif., and works in finance. 

Elsa Garcia ‘03 BA Psychology is a loan advi-
sor with the Office of Student Financial Assistance 
at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She is 
working on a second master’s degree.

Claudette Charo-Nicols ’02 BA Music is the di-
rector of bands and music programs at the School 
of Excellence in Education of San Antonio, Texas. 
She gave birth to her first child early 2008 and, 
later on that year, her band performed for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics Pre-Festivities in China.

Audelia Sandoval ’03 BA Sociology lives in 
Carrollton, Texas, where she works for the Car-
rollton/Farmers Branch ISD. 

Allison Langenwalter ’04 BA Political Science 
earned a master’s degree in criminology from Nor-
thumbria University in England and now works for 
the Washington County Probation Department in 
Stillwater, Minn. 

Melanie Travis Mechsner ’04 BA Communica-
tions lives in Coppell, Texas, with her husband, 
Chris, and their first child, Caden James, born 
Aug. 20, 2008. She is a stay-at-home mom 
and coaches the Nitro Volleyball Club. Melanie 
 and Chris also lead a small group Bible study at 
Irving Bible Church.   
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Queen Alanna Carrasco and King 
Mike Moerbe were selected by 
students during Homecoming  
Week 2009.

Erin Patton ’05 Criminal Justice is the office 
administrator at Prehn & McBath, P.C. Erin and 
her husband welcomed their first child, a girl, in 
December 2007 and are expecting a second child 
in October. 

Jason Pruett ’05 BA Communications is a pro-
motions director with KXXV-TV News Channel 25 
in Waco, Texas.  

Jusin F. Budz ’06 BS Criminal Justice is a senior 
account manager with Warner Chilcott Drug Com-
pany in Dallas, Texas. 

Sara Geissler ’06 BSIS Interdisciplinary teaches 
first grade in the Northside ISD in San Antonio, 
Texas.

Valerie Kline ’06 BA Art is working on her master’s 
degree in experimental psychology in Lafayette, 
La., and hopes to be finished by spring 2010.

Alex Snowden ’06 BA Political Science and 
Communication is a graduate assistant of Greek 
Affairs at Illinois State University, overseeing 14 
fraternities, Rho Lambda, Honor Society, and the 
Greek week planning committee. He will graduate 
with a master’s degree in college student person-
nel administration in May. 

Brian R. Tullis ‘07 BS Criminal Justice is em-
ployed with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Com-
mission. Brian enjoys fishing and spending time 
with family.

Angela Perryman ’07 BS Criminal Justice is pur-
suing a career in criminal justice while expanding 
her knowledge in different fields that will help with 
future endeavors.

Stephanie Rangel ’07 BA English lives in Austin, 
Texas, and works as a graphic artist for Peel Inc., 
a family-owned newsletter company. Stephanie 
will marry Michael De Leon, a former Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi police officer, in August 
2009.

Nephaterria Harris ’08 BA Psychology works 
as a family-based safety service specialist for the 
Department of Family and Protective Services in 
Corpus Christi.

Elizabeth Benson-Landau ’08 BA Sociology 
works as a program assistant in College of Educa-
tion at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. This 
spring, she began working on her master’s degree 
in business administration.

Lauren Brittany Lock ’08 BA Communications 
is a financial management analyst for the Depart-
ment of the Army in Washington, D.C.

Amber René Rokyta ‘08 BA Communications is 
a reporter and photographer with the Port Lavaca 
Wave newspaper in Port Lavaca, Texas. 

Ashley Schmitt ’08 BA Music is working on her 
master’s degree in music education at Stephen F. 
Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas.

Jennifer Tajchman ’08 BA Psychology is a mar-
keting director at South Texas Benefits Insurance. 
She recently became engaged and moved into her 
first house.

colleGe of NuRSING 
aNd health ScIeNceS 
Kathy Ann Deis ’78 BSN Nursing, ’90 MSN 
Nursing Administration teaches in the College 
of Nursing and Health Science at Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi and has no plans for re-
tirement. Her dad, Richard, who is her role model, 
turns 80 this year and is still working.   

Lisa Forrest ’99 BSHS Health Science passed 
the Technologist in Microbiology board exam for 
the American Society of Clinical Pathology.

Wanda Halsted ’04 MSN Nursing is a self-em-
ployed clinical research monitor, working on oncol-
ogy and cardiology. She was married in July 2005.

Shae Stelzel ’06 BSN Nursing is a labor and 
delivery nurse at Central Texas Medical Center in 
San Marcos, Texas.  Shae married her husband, 
Tyler, in September 2007 and they bought their first 
house in New Braunfels, Texas.

Christine M. Gonzales ’06 BSN Nursing is work-
ing on her Ph.D. in microbiology and immunol-
ogy at the University of Texas Medical Branch in 
Galveston. She does infectious disease research.

Jenise Shafer ’06 Nursing works in the NICU at 
DeTar Women’s and Children’s Center in Victoria, 
Texas, and is enrolled in the on-line MSN-Lead-
ership program at Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi. She and her husband are expecting their 
first baby in late September.  

colleGe of ScIeNce 
aNd techNoloGy 
Octavio Garcia’ 54 BS Mathematics is past presi-
dent of the Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 
National Alumni Association. He retired from the 
Corpus Christi ISD in 1993 and is now teacher re-
cruitment coordinator for the College of Education 
at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. His sixth 
great-grandchild was born on Feb. 5, 2009.

John Stanley ’59 BS Engineering married Joan 
Harter of Cheney, Wash., in 1965. They have two 
children, and four grandchildren. John has worked 
for Bemis Brothers Co., Reed Tool Co., and Baker 
Hughes Mining Tools as vice president of engi-
neering. His hobbies include hunting, fishing and 
traveling.  

Opal Krout ’76 BS Biology is a registered cardiac 
nurse at St. Vincent’s Infirmary in Little Rock, Ark. 
Opal bought two acres of oceanfront property on 
the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska and plans to start 
building her log cabin. 

Tom Adams ‘79 BS Biology is a director of South-
west Harbor Medical Center with Maine Coast Me-
morial Hospital in Southwest Harbor, Maine. 

Marsha Brittain ’89 BS Computer Science lives 
in Des Moines, Iowa, and is employed as a solution 
developer in data management at Wellmark Blue 
Cross Shield of Iowa.  

Marie Lammers ’99 BS Environmental Science 
is an inspector for the Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency in Dayton, Ohio. 

Maris Bondarenko ‘01 MS Computer Science is 
a programmer analyst with Dell Inc. Maria has two 
daughters, Svetlana, 3, and Maria, 6 months. 

Jennifer Darling (Scott) ’01 BS Biology and her 
husband Joel live in Muskegon, Mich., where they 
work at their non-profit organization Darling Ce-
taceans which educates the public about marine 
mammals and environmental stewardship. 

Rachel Schroeder ’01 BS Environmental Sci-
ence is in her third year of the Ph.D. program in 
ecological sciences at Old Dominion University. 
She has lived in Norfolk, Va., since 2002 and mar-
ried her husband, Keith, a Navy pilot, in August 
2003. 

Rebecca Carson Wills ’02 BS Clinical Labora-
tory Sciences lives in Doha, Qatar, with her hus-
band, Paul Wills. She is a teaching assistant in the 
biomedical sciences program at Qatar University.

Crystal Mendez ’04 Biology is the lead tech at 
Northeast Lakeview College and is working on her 
master’s degree in environmental science at the 
University of Texas-San Antonio. She and her hus-
band have a 2-year-old daughter and a 1-year-old 
son. They recently bought their first house.

Hannah Henzen ‘06 BS Environmental Science 
is a contingency planning analyst with Tesoro in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Joshua Machicek ‘06 BS Biology is a senior 
leadership consultant with Beta Theta Pi Fraternity 
in Oxford, Ohio. 

Nabil Nasseri ’06 Biology is working on his mas-
ter’s degree in biology/ecology at Georgia South

 continued page 27

Many recent grads turned out for the food and fun at the Alumni Shrimp Boil 
held during Homecoming 2009 before the Islander men’s basketball game.

Young alumni enjoy eating shrimp at the Alumni Shrimp Boil held during the 
Homecoming 2009 weekend.

 continued page 28
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University. He spent a year in East Africa doing 
research on elephant behavior and reptile and 
amphibian biodiversity in the Savanna Woodland 
areas affected by elephant feeding. 

Stephanie Rose Salinas ’06 BS Biology received 
her master’s degree in counseling from Texas A&M 
University-Corpus Christi in December 2008 and is 
pursuing her healthcare administration certification 
from the College of Nursing and Health Sciences. 
She is getting married in April. 

Sai Ajay K. Garimella ’07 MS Computer Science 
is a programmer/business system analyst with 
KPMG in New Jersey. 

Ali McKenzie ’07 BS Geographic Information 
Science is working on a master’s degree in geo-
spatial surveying science at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. She also works at the Harte Re-
search Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies Coastal 
and Marine Geospatial Lab.

Jennifer Shroyer ’07 BS Biology teaches at Hol-
mes High School in San Antonio, Texas.  Jennifer 
was awarded the First Year Educator of the Year 
Award and has been nominated for the HEB Excel-
lence in Education award.

Derrick Chait ’08 BS Computer Science works 
in the Information Technology Department at 
ExxonMobil in Houston, Texas, as a server op-
erations specialist in the Baytown Refinery and  
Chemical Plant. 

Your name is on the diploma...
now leave Your mark on the island.
A paver in the Walk of Recognition is the perfect way  

to commemorate your time spent at  
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.  

Proceeds of a Paver on the Walk of Recognition directly support 
scholarships for students who are active on their high school 

campuses or in their communities.

The Student Foundation Association is a select group of  
student volunteers who are responsible for the  

Walk of Recognition, and Islander Revue.  
All fundraising efforts go toward the  

Student Foundation’s scholarship fund.

have you heaRd continued

alumNI NewS

 Creating a scholarship endowment is 

one way to ensure your contribution will 

remain in perpetuity to support higher 

education and to help the University 

remain competitive in attracting the 

brightest students.    

 In recognition of donors making 

significant contributions to endowed 

scholarships, the University established 

the Endowed Scholarship Council.  

Donors with cumulative gifts to 

endowed scholarship funds of $50,000 

or more are inducted into the  

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi 

Endowed Scholarship Council and 

recognized at the annual 

 Endowed Scholarship Banquet.

Derly Rivera, ’57, Greg Gaston, National Past-President O.B. Garcia,’54 and National President-Elect Alma Gaston-
Garcia,’90,  ’96 & ’07, enjoy the Alumni Shrimp Boil at Homecoming 2009.

For more information about the Student Foundation or other opportunities,  
please fill out the self-addressed, postage paid card attached in this magazine.
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Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi • 6300 Ocean Drive, Unit 5741
Corpus Christi, Texas 78412-5741 • (361) 825-2420

For more information about the Endowed Scholarship Council or other opportunities,  
please fill out the self-addressed, postage paid card attached in this magazine.



L i f e  i s  L a r g e .  A l w a y s  T h i n k  B i g .
There should be no limit to how great a student’s 
future can become after graduation. Your support of 
the annual Islander Fund puts essential dollars into 
numerous initiatives throughout Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi which shape student experiences. Funds 
provide the needed support to place students into 
national academic competition, engage conference 
participation among their brightest peers, and undertake 
groundbreaking research.

The Islander Fund helps you directly impact student 
success. Contact us today to learn how your gift to the 
Islander Fund can make a student’s life . . . big.

Our Islander Callers say “Thanks” to area supporters Glamour 
Shots, Cracker Barrel, Olive Garden, Chili’s, La Playa, and 
Longhorn Steak & Ale.
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