S. Texas
schools to
get funds

Education board
OKs $1.8 million

By Dana Palmer
HARTE HANSS AUSTIN BUREAL

AUSTIN - The Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board recommended yester-
day that $1.8 million be shared by six
South Texas universities 1o help them with |
start-up costs for new degree programia. -

The approval came quickly without
mnch debate aboul the amount, despite
criticism from siate Sen. Carlos Truan, D-
Corpus. Chiisti.

Truan noted in his letter to baard Chasr-
man H.M. Daugherty of El Paso that the
money was welcome, “however, the 518
million is simply not enough to enable our
universities in South Texas 1o begin the
long process of improving their degree pro-
gram inventory.”

State Rep. Eddic Cavarzos. D-Corpus
Christi, said Higher Education Commis-
sioner Kenneth Ashworth, who recom-
mended the funding, is “insensitive™ 1o the
needs of South Texas and called for his
resignation.

Truan, in his lettcr, szid the universitics
need the exira help 16 overcome a history
of inadequate state funding and lack of
degree offerings in South Texas.

Truan urged an increase in the request,
noting that in 1983, the Legislaore ap-
proved §2.2 million in program develop-
ment funds only for two black universities
= Prairic View A&M and Texas Southern
Uniwversity.

“Surelv, South Texas, which has been
limited for so long by our system of
higher-education funding, deserves equiva-
lent treatment,” he said.

Under Ashwonh's plan, Corpus Christi
State University would receive a ol of
$400,000 for the two years of the bienniam;
Texas A&I University at Kingsville,
$400,000; Pan American University at
Edinburg, $400,000; the University of Tex-
a5 3t San Antonio, $400,000; Laredo Siate
University, $100,000; and Pan American a1
Brownsville, $100,000.
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is nol enough to start the new de-
gree plans they are secking.

B Alan Sugg, chanccllor ul‘Jhc
University System of South Texas
and president of CC3SU, said the
$400,000 recommended would be a
good start, but twice that amolmnt
would b¢ more reasonable. ¢

Several degree programs are in
the development stage a1 CCSLL,
Sugg said. including a cooperative
doctoral program in educationial
leadership with Texas A&I -and
master's degree programs in public
administration, health care admin-
isiration and mariculiure. ;

*These are all programs we fct'l
are within the role and scope of the
university,” Supg said. “We neidd
the funds to hire the facully meém-
bers, develop library respurces and
purchase laboralory equipment.™ -

Steven Altman, president of Tex-
as AL spid he is secking 26 new
degree programs. e

A doctoral degree in a:dumnm!
Icadership, masier’s degrees in €
mnmnﬂlal engincering. mdus:rlnl
cngineering and  communication
disorders, and an undergraduate de-
gree in criminology and agribuli
ness were among the first prograing
A&l officials planned 10 |mﬂﬁ-
ment, ‘hll.ﬂ-'lﬂll said, -

I"Tlm is 2 modest :mnumm:f
money.,” Ashworth said, noting tl
it could be used by the schools for
additional faculty. library additions
and laboratory facilities necded ﬂ:r
the new degree offerings. ¢

Baard members toyed with tb,t
idea of increasing the amount 10 ag
much as 336 million. as long:ak
any money not used reverted back
to the siae treasury. vy

Bot some members worried _ttmi
the extra money wouold be doe
much of an inducement lo create
unneeded degree programs. i

Board member Cipriano Gur.'n.'a
Jr. of San Antonio said a mn;o.r
problem is “the universitics dowo
there, instead of trying 1o get 1o
gether and forming a critical m
that might allow them to create &
firstclass umiversity down therd,
ar:f all fighting for their own Iml:
[AF} 1

And all the $1.5 million might dp
is o Nmpﬂund that problem, . he
said. “T wouldn't mmmcm_:ln

higher number a1 this time, Gu:c
ra added.
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