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Every university should have
a student newspaper and in No-
vember of 1992 the feland Waves
began as a volunteer effort by
about a half dozen stedents, The
dslana Waves 1 intended to be a
voice of and for the students of
TAMU-CC. This is the student
newspaper s ninth issue and fin-
ishes its third full semester, Many
people hope there will always be
a student paper on campus and
mayhe the feland Waves can show that it should be made a priority.
What can best make that happen s more suppont and story input from
volunteers and others on campus. Submissions and involvernent from
other students. faculty and stafl are welcomed and very much necded.
The paper has gained increased scceptance from the campus
communiry a5 well as local advertisers. The university administration
also wanes the paper to succeed, especially since TAMU-CC becomes a
roth,al institution next fall. But becawse of the complete lack of
or print ¢ ion classes on campus, the student
p.lprr has only a small and mostly untrained staff. The job of purting
together the fsfand Waves is done primarily by only three people—a
reporier, an advertising salesperson, and the editor who also does the
page layout. Oceasional submissions from other students are also used.
There have been previous attempts 1o have student newspapers on
campus throughout the university’s history—each was short-lived.
Why? Because these papers were usually dependent on the journalistic
skills of a single student. The situztion with the [sland Waves is not too
different, It relies on one skilled student with a Del Mar journalism
degree and the university provides limited financial support. However,
this is not enough to ensure a student newspaper will sUrvive,
Whether the paper will get some much-neeged curriculum support
s doubitful because TAMU-CC may not be allowed to offer a journalism
program becawse stmight overlap withthe program at TAMU-Kingsville.
Evidently, this proximity limits curriculum expansion at TAMU-CC.

So it seems that any formal programs are likely to be years away due to
the exigencies of university cumicalum development. Such policies
threaten the viability of any student paper on our campus because of the
dependence it fosters on the skills of a very few sudents.

A benefit of the recent increase in student services fees will be better
funding for the stsdent newspaper. This semester the Funding was o
low that budget shuffling was required to meet expenses of printing and
part time wages. With improved funding the paper will be hiring more
students, including a couple work study students. It is hoped that some
of the new freshmen or sopomores might have high school joumalism
experience and be able 1o work on the paper. In any case, more student
involvement will allow for a diversity of viewpoints, better coverage of
campus activities, more creative writings and more in-depth reporting.

Severalparttime, paid positions with the sland Waves
will be available next fall and students interasted in
working with the paper are ancouraged to apply.

A dedication 1o make the student newspaper a success is the primary
Jjob qualification for both the Jsland Waves staff and volunteers.
Journalism means that extra hours of effort are often necessary, wsually
without pay, in order to get the paper done. This can be a real chore for
students whe are taking & full class load because the paper is like a
sponge that will absorb all the free time you have 1o give. Such is the
nature of college journalism and a lighter elass boad is recommended.

Par time positions, which pay for up to 20 hours work per week,
include an editor/page layout specialist, two reporters, an advertising
person, and data entry people. Applications to work with the paper are
available from the ©Ofice of Smdent Life for the various stafl and
volunteer positions. Journalism experience would be prefermed; how-
ever, we realize that most students lack such skilks. Even volunteers whe
can only do a column, cover a particular eampus activity or be a club
lizson are very much needed. Volunteer effon is needed get the job done.

The fsland Waves is your newspaper oo and anyone on campus can
help to improve it. Let your voice be heard on the island!
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Greetings to our new

and returning students

Robert A. Furgason
TAMU-CC President

The 1994-95 schoal year marks a major milesiane in the development of
our univeriity. With the armwval of our first freshman and sophomire slisdents.
which we haven't had since the time we were o private Baplist university, we
have attained a status that has been the dream of a large number of people in

hat 15 10 be a comp . doctoral depree Y.
With the 575,000,000 of construction underway, these are gxciting times al
Texas A&M University—Corpus Christi Our new Center for Instnucion s
shaping up i the finest Facilities of any university in this
nation Char ew studient housing 15 not only very stnking. buf incorporates the
type of living style students want these days The beauny of our campus, with
its sewming surroundsd by watsr, s unparalicled anywhere.

It is the education you will receive that is the most impartant factor. For
our new freshman students, the core curriculum program is somcthing most
umiversiiies would love 1o implement. but can only dresm abowt. We have about
70 mew facully members jaiming us this Fall bnnging us experiine from
threughout the natron and world Thir sredentinks ar cutsiandmg and they join
s cument faculry wha are exceptional and noted for the caring attitudes loward
the students. We mtend 1o have our university rank among the best in the sue

With the number of projects underway. and all the pew follcs arownd. there
are bound to be a number of things that dan't go as planned. Thus. this first year
will be & ~shake down cruise™ refining what and how we are daing. | hope you
can chare in the excylement thal has presailed st this university durng the past
several years a5 we prepared foe this time. | welcome ya'll 1o the Island
Unrversity and wish you the best in your academic and personal pursusts

Hello, and welcome io the oriemiation ssuc of ihe Ixland Waves! I this is

the first issue you” ve read, you might be wondering wiry there i an [sland Waves
newspaper. Thisisa STUDENT newspaper. Ohr publication is run by students.

We hope that we will be able to serve you for many years 1o come.
¥ou will also sec anewspaper calked. The Isiand University News scariered
all over campus. 11 15 on heavy, white paper and is put out by the Public
Information Office. Well, that wonderful pablication & a scparale enity.
Mandied by administranion, with s full-time stall and that paper is professionally
assembled by expents, It is abso & public relatsons wol for the university.
| am prowd 1o say that the isfand IFaves has grown impressively Unce it
first issue three semesters ago. From bumble begmangs with a smgle person
working on the paper, we have publizhed papers wp t 16 pages long and have
done it wilk showt three dedicated 21afE, led by o fearlew, editor that i premy
much the caly guy who knows what he 15 doing, and a handful of volunieers
¥ ow might be saymg. ~'What the heck does thas have to do with me™ Well,
unlike other college papers that have classes of journalism sudens reporting
news far a structured publication, we are a dedicated few writing mestly abour
student-related events, and have the fraedom (o be o forem for crestivity. And,
believe i or nok we want you to et involved with the paper.

What, you say™ You're not creative™ Well. since ou're in college you can
surely wnte. Maybe you write poctry or can draw presty pictures {like Clintoa,
my favarie persan in the whole Westem hemisphere. Yeah, right”) Maybe you
Jjust want 1o complam about semething and suggest changes for the betiermens
afall, We welcome letiers from students but please. nothing lske Dr. 50 and S0
is such & jerk. or, Gee, that Al Tarres 1 such o Rush Limpurist wanid-be
Substantive, constructive crisism or social commentares afc appreciated.

Anyway, | thought that you should keow a bit sbout who we are and why
wee exist, Naw hal we are acquasnted, stop over and say hella? We are in the
rourd building. anthe second floar, roem 205, Ak for E4. or AL | you are really
unlucky, you'll get Jim. If no one is home, sop by the Office of Stodent Life
where someone can gel you in louch with one of our paople. Well, that's all!
Laoking forward 1o seeing your work. See you soon!

for the new Freshman class

By Al Torres and Ed Glaze
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The addition of freshmen has
not only created a need for a core
curriculum but allowed for the
development of a program that is
unigue. Many student wonder why
such a variety of classes must be
1zken” More often than nol, stu-
dents would rather not take some
of the classes. The core curricu-
lumn, often been referred to as “the
basic” classes, is designed to round
out siudent’s collegiate education
and provide a foundation for their
advanced education.

The goal of the core curricu-
Jum is the enhancement of intel-
lectual skills such as speaking,
listening, reading. writing. criti-

cal thinking. and mathematical
competency which will include
‘modeling and 8 computer lab .

TAMU-CC has designed a
unigue &nd interdisciplinary core
curriculum that links all the fresh-

men classes Lo @ common univer-

sity theme. “Toward the Urban
Environment™ will guide the edu-
cation of the freshmen attending
TAMU-CC for the next few years,
This particular theme  highlights
civilizations wransition ﬁum a
rural to an urban environment.
There are five cumiculum per-
spectives that are tied to the entire
undergraduate curriculum. These
perspectives are the individual in
relation Lo sociely. principles and
ethics that govern human interac-
tion in the world, the relationship
of the physical world with the in-
dividual and society, the relation-
ships among abstract quanities and
the last deals with the major and
profession chosen by the student.
The upcoming freshman trisd,
which ties together a series of three
courses, will have a govemment
course, & history course and a
writing course utilizing comput-
erized Jearning which focuses on

the process of writing and will be
graded by the student’s portfolio,
Inaddition, a single-semester-hour
freshman seminar will be required
of full time freshmen which en-
courages students 1o diseuss inte-
gration of their triad core courses.
Also 1o be taught will be skills of
use 1o all college students, such as
time management, note taking,
studying skills.and test taking
strategies. Topics of the second
semester freshman seminar will
include goal setting and career
exploration.

Dr. Marilyn Spencer, director
of the University Core Curriculum
Program, points out freshmen
should realize thar knowledge is 8
construct. “The students will leam
that history and political science
are constructed, not just truths of
previous generations.™

Onher classes outside the triad
will be required as well, Math,

economics, environmental issues,
literature and some other classes
will be compulsory. The core cisr-
riculum will be capped by a course
to be taken in the junbor year—
Foundations of Professional Eth-
ics. Freshmen will have 1o take 46
hours of core curriculum classes.

Though these classes are not
required of upper-level students,
some sections will be offered that
can be taken by any student. OF
particular imterest might be the
enivironmental science class that
will be offered in the Spring triad.

Even though this is a unique
curviculum, a transistional policy
is in effect for three years which
will allow transfer students 1o
TAMU-CC 1o get their degree.
However, beginning in 1997 all
transfer students who began col-
lege after May 1994 must have
adhered to the core curriculum
requirements.
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Greetings students

Eliot Chenaux
Dean of Students

‘Welcome 1o TAMU-CC, The years of planming have vulminated. Grest-
s 1o all new students and to our returming students. For those of you who are
retuming to cmpus, you will notice many changes. These include new and
renovatsd buikdings, such as the ficld house with $100.000 wonh of new
equipment,

Many buildings will have new hours. The Student Service Center (the
round building) will be open from B am. 1o 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday
and Frday from B am to 3 pm The Glasscock Memorial Stadent Center
{snack bar and boakstore building) alse has new and extended hours.

Many new actrvitics and programs are planned for the coming year, |
encourage you 1o get involved in the aciivities or send your snpul 1o the
programming board in the Stedent Life Office, located in room 206 of the
Student Service Center Pleéase be aware we have many new prograns bn Health
Services, Carcer Planning and Placement. Personal Counseling and Tutoring.

Omce agaen, Webcome, good luck m your stodics and have a good year.

Let’s get involved

Serglo Olivares
Student Government President

Greetings and welcoms to Texas ARM University—Corpus Christ. As the
President of Saudend Government, it is my dury to snform you of what | wish 1o
accomplish durng my term in office at this university.

Farst ol all, the student government (s commatied 1o looking after the well-
bemng of all students that aftend TAMU-CC. Any ixsues that anise dealing with
the wedlare, morale, or other concoms of the students showld be brought to the
atention of the stadent government. W will ry o see that appropriale sctions
are taken w remedy the situation.

Second. | belicve that in order for an onganizabion 1o be successful, it
requires a commutment rom all students and advisors invelved. In & couple of
weeks, my stafl and | shall present 10 lhr student body our mew sudent
government. . The old s nery umdmd. and
doesnot meel the needs of our growing Ths new
for bemer paricipation from all the colleges: Arts and Humanities, Business
Adminisiration, Education, and klun:e and Technology. It also allows for

ion from all the clasafi : freshmen, sop juniors.
seniors, and graduate students. Your mission is 10 assist us in spreading “the
word” 10 get dur bew constilulion approved by the student body. Onee it has
been approved, we can get down o business and hold clections, as the new
constitutson dictates, 1o fill the vacancies created.

After all elected senators, congresspersons and stodent. represematives
have been swom-m. we can address the objectives of the Leadership Training
Progrum currently under development.

1 want 1o stres “involvement”. Get involved not only in student povem-
ment. but also in some of the 30+ student organizations on campus. Teamwaork
s vemy important and it helps to keep life exciting




