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By Janet Warren
.HAR!EHANKS AUSTIN BUREAU

* AUSTIN - The presidents of
Corpus Christi State University and
Texas A&l Umvcrsny yesterday
allcd for funding increases of 47
‘percent and 72 percent, respective-
Jy,10_accommodate a projected
‘boam in enroliment.
! The increases would go chiefly to-
ward additional degree programs.
Speaking before Legislative Bud-
lget Board examiners yesterday.
{CCSU President B. Alan Sugg said
ja study shows a possible 30- 10
‘80-percem jump in South Texas
‘public school graduates in 10 years.
. “No other part of the state will
<have this kind of an increase.” Sugg
osald CCSU. he said. must have

)

County delays
dog-catcher

iob rulin
RRECTION ,’égf;k

Spencer Pearson
¥ AFF WRITER
{ Nieces County commissioners
gestcrday postponed a decision on
#n appeal by the former county dog
%ﬁh«, who was fired after four

P

died at the county animal shel-
in Robstown,
p.‘l'he dogs* deaths and the condi-
joRS at the shelter have prompted
imal rights activists to call for
@riminal charges and for the firing
of the county cngineer, who was in
arge of the shelter.
Commissioner Richard Borchard
siid"after a closed mecting that “we
to get more information so we
can make a proper decision™ on the
dppeal by former dog catcher Enede
yarza, 32.
*Borchard said the commissioners
&mn wants 10 question County En-
neer Gerald “Buddy” Scalf, who
in charge of the shelter because
its location at a road equipment
rd{ and others in the road depart-
@ent.
‘On July 19, four dogs that had
rved to death were found inside
e shelier.
$£Scalf fired Garza and suspended
fbrwo days his superviser, Cosme
Eongoria, a crew foreman in the
% department at the Robstown

ﬂ'&e commissioners court has
put the pound under Bor-
and's supervision. It is closed
tgmporanly for repairs and im-
ovemcms
Omza, 32, appealed his dismissal
tb ‘the commissioners court, which
held a closed hearing on the matter
day morning. He was repre-
snted at the hcaring by Jeanne
hastain, a lawyer with the Nueces
Gounty Legal Aid Society.
#She said before the hcanng that
3 za “did his job well and did
rnore than was required.”
EShe said he was hired 10 work
five; days a week but that he ofien
rl(ed Saturdays and Sundays also
lb take care of the dogs. He was
pmd for two hours of work when he
went in on a Saturday or Sunday to
f§ed and water the animals.

he said that he fed the dogs on
turday, July 16, and that he in-
ténded 10 go in the next day, but he
d’ car trouble and couldn’t get
there. There was no one for him to
q\l for assistance that day, she said.

4

‘Hc called in sick on Monday. Ju-

l 8. and the dead dogs were found
uesday morning.

-Scalf said shortly after the inci-
&m that Longoria told him that by
the time Garza called in sick Mon-
y; all of the crew had becn as-
d to jobs and no one was left

t takc care of the dogs.

alf said then that he fired Garza

‘g failing to arrange to have some-

e feed the dogs on the weekend

alid suspended Longoria for not

ing that the dogs were fed that
onday

veral animal lovers criticized

county for the treatment of the

jogs. In addition to the lack of food
water. they said. the pound was
rly maintained.

Scveral called for an investiga-
tion, and some wanted Scalf 10 be
cd

iff's ‘department. County Attorney
rlos Valdez said the evidence did

bt support any criminal charges of
elty to animals or failure to

ummam the pound properly.

fﬁer an investigation by the sher-

E‘The system is at fault. and you
cm’td prosecute a system,” he had
50

Ehzabeth Airheant, founder of
Lost; Pct Hot Line. demanded 2
more thorough investigation. Bruce
Plecirillo, who described himself as
ap animal activist, did some inves-

ting of his own and appeared
138t week before the Nueces County
gi_?nd jurv, which took no action.

£
No date was set yesterday for rc-

%ﬁng'g:sidmﬁon of Garza’s ap-

money to plan proper programs tor
that growth.

He also proposed beefing up the
degree menu at CCSU to help meet
that demand. In addition, the bud-
get request of Texas A&l Universi-
ty in Kingsville contains new degree
proposals.

Sugg presented a CCSU budget
proposal for the two-year period be-
ginning in September 1989 that
calls for appropriations of $12.8
million the first year and $13.7 mil-
lion the second, increases of about
47 percent and about 57 percent
over the $8.7 miilion for the cur-
Tent year.

Texas A&I’s two-year budget re-
quest, presented yesterday by A&l
President Steven Altman, calls for

annual state appropriations of $21.1
million and $22.7 million, which
are 60 percent and 72 percent in-
creases over the $13.2 million ap-
propriation this year.

The examiners will make funding
proposals to the budget board,
which will draw up budget blue-
prints for the 1989 Texas Legisla-
ture to consider.

“I think the likelihood of the Leg-
islature providing full funding for
the universities is not too great, but
we're hopeful that there arc some
rate increases,” Sugg said.

Sugg said that because of the
work of the Legislative Joint Com-
mittee on Higher Education in
South Texas, he fecls more certain
that all South Texas universities

will seec some funding increases.
The committee, created under a
Senate resolution sponsored by
state Sen. Carlos Truan, D-Corpus
Christi, last week completed public
hearings on how to improve higher

cducation in South Texas and is ..
preparing recommentlations for-he: !

Legislature.

The increased allocation would be
used toward “general support™
throughout the university.

His request also contains
$900,000 a year for development of
new programs, but that amount is
subjcct 1o change pending discus-
sion of cooperative efforts with
Texas A&M University. Sugg said.

Currently, the devciopment re-
quest is for a doctorate program in

Waiting for a ride

GEORGE GONGORA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER. .

who was wamng for his moth-
er to pick him up,

Carlos Cavazos, 11, son of Mr. and Mrs. Juan . for school. Carlos,
Cavazos of 213 Havana Si., stands outside Fish-
er Elementary School yesterday after registering Classes begm Sept. 1

Wl" be in the 5th grade.

Electricity con‘sumption
reaches hig_hest level in ’88

Mix blast-furnace temperatures,
schools opening for teacher in-ser-
vice days, a lack of rain and a
strong desire by South Texans to
not have 10 sweat more than ncces-
sary.

Yesterday, the combination
meant that Texans in 44 counties
called on Central Power & Light
Co. for more juicc than on any
other day this year, according to 2
company spokeswoman,

“We used a record amount of
electricity for the year,” said Jackic
Bjorum of CPL.

CP&L rcached its peak consump-
tion for 1988 at 4 p.m. with 3,013

megawalts or, if you prefer,
3,013,000 kilowatts of power surg-
ing 10 customers throughout South
Texas.

To. put it in perspective, Bjorum
said, the average customer uses
1,000 kilowatts of electricity.- per
month,

Last year, peak consumption was
reached on Aug. 26, wuh 2,881
megawatts.

In 1986, the record was 2,974
megawatts on Aug. 20. -

The all-time record, Bjorum said,

was 3,022 megawatts on Aug. 26,

1985.
Sce'a pattern developing here?

Sure you do.

“What's magic about the third
week in August?” Bjorum asked.
“Usually we're experiencing an ex-
tended dry spell, people are still
using a lot of electricity at work and
at home and now schools are open
again, Given the nght weather con-
ditions, our peak is usually the
third week in Augusl

But, she said, “just bcausc the
temperature goes up doesn't mean
your bill has to. You can turn off
unnecessary lights and - appliances,
keep’ the drapes closed during the

hot part of the day, use weather- *

stripping. There are a lot of ways to
keep the bills down.”

HL&P

in the public interest. Dunn said.

Barney Knight, city attorney for
Austin, said the agreement provides
that HL&P give the city a decision
within 10 days of final PUC action.
If a motion for rehcaring is filed,
action would not be final until that
motion is ruled on, he said.

“They (HL&P officials) have
some time for calm reflection and
reconsidertion.” Knight said. But if
the agreement falls through. he said.
“I can assure you the city of Austin
will go to court. There are those
who believe going to court is the

FROM PAGE 1B

best option.”

Painter said, “I would hate to'say
we wouldn't negotiate, but it would
have 10 be starting from scratch
again. It would have to involve go-
ing over all of these issues from
very beginning.”

Also on Wednesday, the nuclear
plant completed a 100-hour test, the
last major stcp needed before the
plant begins commercial opera-
tions, a spokesman said.

STP spokesman Glen Walker said
the test of the plant's first unit was
completed at 10:40 a.m. The 100-

Refugio

said.

_Petitions with an estimated 650
signatures opposing a plan for a
meetms placc were delivered to
commissioners last year by civic
leader Lenette Pfeil.

Some residents say they favor the
idea of a community center but
don’t think the economic climate is
right.

“It’s not the nght time for a com-
munity center,” said Refugio resi-
dent Gerald Morgan. “We need
those tax dollars™ because the coun-
ty’s been hit hard by the oil and
agriculture industry slump.

Fagan said she couldn't condone
“hanging onto the money and then
raising county taxes.”

A 61.3-percent decline in proper-
ty values during the past seven
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- years has more than doubled the

effective tax rate in the county.

This year, the proposed effective
tax rate is .22 cents per $100 prop-
erty valuation. Last year it was .198
cents.

“It could be more if we don’t put
this (revenue sharing) money into
the budget,” Fagan said.

Pfeil agreed with Morgan that the
time for a community center is not
now - “with the economy as bad as
it is,” she said. “We wouldn’t have
the money to operate and maintain
it after it was built.”

Fagan said the proposed 10,000
square-foot community center
would have cost about $250.000 to

+ construct and would have been op-

erated with the rest of the revenue
sharing money.

hour run had begun twice before,
but officials had to halt both tests
because of minor problems. -

Although the plant has been in a
testing mode, it has been able to
produce more than 1 billion-kilo-
watt hours of electricity for con-
sumers, Walker said.

The differcnce between a testing
mode and commercial operation in-
volves changes in who manages the
power and in bookkeeping. he said.

An_operations review committec
planned to go over results of the
test Wednesday to decide how well
the plant operated each day. In ad-
dition, ali other tests done at the
plant at 100 percent power will be
reviewed, Walker said.

B ARRIVALS

Sealift Attantic (U.S.) from South Caroli-
na at Oil Dock 7.

Gateway North (Panama) from Venezu-
ela at Champlin 3.

@ IN PORT

Acina (Panama) at Southwestern 3.
Co-op Grain (Liberia) at Interstate.

B DEPARTURES

Coastal Manatee (U.S) to Port Arthur,
Texas.

Tasum River (Norway) to Galveston.

Constitution (Liberia) to New Orleans.

€CSU, A&I ask state for fundmg increases

educational ‘leadership, to be of-
fered jointly with Texas A&I, and
master’s degree programs in crimi-
nal justice, mariculture, public ad-
ministration and  health care
administration.
,-He.noted that the Texas Higher
“Education Coordinating Board re-
quires a university to have 50 per-
cent of the cost in hand before the
board wi}l approve 3 new program.
Altman said A&I's increased
funding requests are based on the
need for development of more pro-
grams at A&l
“The rather dramatic under-fund-
ing for institutions in South Texas
in the past is what forms the basis
for the requests for special items,”
Altman said.

}
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Among 1 A&I’'s requests ‘ ;&‘
$250,000 a year for teleccommuni "i
tions equipment to offer gradu

engineering courses in CorpJ§

Christi and, eventually, other W{,‘,i,
of South Texas.

Texas A&I is requesting $1.39
million a year for new p:
although that number is subject
change pending negotiations
Texas A&M University over coop-,
erative efforts or merger. The Texi§!
A&M and University of Texs;
systems are studying possible merg"
ers or_cooperative programs with:
South Texas campuses 1o :mprove
higher education in the region. 2

e
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a
Statf writer John Bruce contributed tav
this report.

Four arrested

in Aransas Pass -
drug-lab raid
Confiscated methamphet_dimineb
valued at $360,000, say police

By Darcy De Leon
STAFF WRITER

ARANSAS PASS - Houston offi-
cials assisted by members of the
Tri-County Narcotics Task Force
raided an illegal methamphetamine
lab here yesterday, confiscating un-
processcd drugs and arresting four
people.

Officials said equipment and

" chemicals uscd in making the drug
- would have yiclded 20. pounds of

street-grade  methamphetamine,
known as speed, for an estimated
streét value of $360,000.

The speed confiscation occurred

about noon at a trailer home on

Farm Road 1069 about a mile from

.the Texas Highway 35 intersection,

said task force commander Kevin
Sullivan ‘of the Nueces County
Sheriff’s Department. i

“We prevented 20 pounds from
hitting the, strcct,

was a lab in operation in that area
from time to time, it will put a
definite- dent in distribution of
methamphetamine in the local ar-
ear

Houston police, Drug Enforce-
ment Administration officials and
Department of Public Safety troop-
ers followed the four suspects from
Houston three days ago to the
Aransas Pass laboratory, said Rick
Ashwood, an police officer with the
Houston Narcotics Division.

Sullivan said officials did not
know where the drug was to be
distributed.

A 28-year-old Houston woman, a
34-ycar-old Houston man and two
‘Aransas Pass men, ages 33 and 28,
remained in the San Patricio Coun-
ty Jail fast night in connection with
the .raid, said San Patricio County
Chief Deputy Leroy Moody.

All four were being held withom
bond. and charges of possession
with intend to manufacture meth-
amphetamines were expected to be

i he said. “Since
we ‘have had ‘indications thai thére

‘We prevented 20 pounds'
Jrom bitting the street.’
Since we bave bad indi- '
cations that there was a;
lab in operation in that!
area from time to time, iz
will put a definite dent
in distribution -of metb~l
ampbetamine in the lo ___,
cal area.’
-~ Kevin Sullivan
Nueces County
~ Sheriff’s Department

filed today, Moody said.

The task force -— comprised of
officers from Nueces, San Patricio
and Aransas counties - and mem-
bers of the Aransas Pass Police De-
pariment "assisted “in the bust,.
Moody said.

The aim of the task force is uﬁ
intercept local drug traffickers and
traffickers moving through Soutl@
Texas.

The officers yesterday raided ;
20-by-15-foot - wooden shed near
trailer home after they smelled the
drug being processed and observ
the suspects carrying equlpmen
and chemicals used in makin;
methamphetamine, Ashwood said. g

The equipment and about 10 fire§

arms, including handguns, semi-au
tomatic pistols and rifles also we
confiscated in the raid, a membei
of the task force ‘said.
* The suspects, arrested in' the trail
er home, which belongs to one o
the Aransas Pass men, surrendere.
without incident, Ashwood said.

Houston police began surveil
lance of the suspects three days ag
in Houston and called Coastal Ben
officials at 5 p.m. Tuesday afie
having followed the four people t
the laboratory site, Ashwood said.

The following are burglaries reported to the Cor-
pus Christi Police Department and compiled by
Crime Stoppers. Citizens who believe they have
information about the burglaries are urged to call
_888-TIPS  Crime Stoppers at 888-TIPS. The information
listed includes day the burglary was reported,
the “time of the burglary if known, the general
location, the point of entry, comments made by
investigating officers and whether it was a home
or business.
DATE
REPORTED TIME: LOCATION:  ENTRY: COMMENTS: TYPE:
82088  MNight 3000 Elseshower Windew = " .- .. Home
8228 Dy 6700 Ewerhat’  Unk " - Home
82288 . Dy 2700 Sacky - Window :Brokeo  Home
82288  Night 4900 Bear Roof Pried Business
82288  Night 700 Contwell  Wall Pried Business
82288 Dy 100 Highwood  Door Foreed Home
8288 by 400 WNilitsry © Window Forced . Home
8288 Unk 4000 Kevin . Window Brolen Home
828 Dy WWM - Forced- - Home -
82288  Wight 4400 Prescott  Window Broken Business
82288  Night 3400 Ft Worth  Window Broken Home
‘82388 Nght 2500 Bolivar  Window  Broke  Business
82388 Dy 5300 Hitehing l'ostllo« Forced Home
82388 Dy 2800 Elizabeth  Window Home
82388 Oy 7300 Candy Ridge Window Broken Home
$2348 . Night  3500-S. Staples . Windew  Broken'  Business
For additional information and to request a free security survey
of your home or business, contact the Corpus Christi Police
Department Crime Prevention Unit at 886-2665.
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