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Deadline for Abstracts: Feb 18, 2022 

This year, the College of Liberal Arts Interdisciplinary Student Symposium will explore “Coastlines, 
Horizons, and Gulf Futures,” broadly defined, to imagine how we can move forward during on-going crises 
like the COVID-19 pandemic. Coastlines and horizons signal possibility and becoming—an opportunity to 
imagine what an equitable or sustainable future could be. For our Gulf communities, which faces many 
struggles during the pandemic, how can we imagine better futures and work towards them with theory, 
praxis, and/or activism? 

As diverse, early career researchers working in different disciplines, we approach the issues and conflicts in 
southern communities through the lens of local cultures. In this symposium, we hope to privilege the ways 
intellectual, professional, imagined, or recreational communities in the South and on the Gulf engage with 
pressing concerns within and around our cultures and our futures. What are some of the issues faced by Gulf 
communities?  How do Gulf perspectives allow us to imagine futures that feel particular and important?  
What best practices have emerged for sustainability, care, and success as we work through our community in 
crisis? What theories, ideas, and futures could we engage with from our work with historical and literary 
perspectives? 

We are interested in the critical opportunities that emerge when we focus on inquiry and innovation made 
by/from our Gulf communities. Gulf futures--and research about them--may take a variety of shapes and 
may be focused on a variety of sites: sustainable futures and environmental protection, health care and access, 
the literary and social histories of coastlines, immigration and borders, or local history, progress, and activism. 
This year’s symposium seeks to explore those critical topics across a range of disciplines.    

We invite submissions on any humanistic approach to “Coastlines, Horizons, and Gulf Futures” by graduate 
and undergraduate scholars working in a broad range of fields across the humanities, including but not 
limited to the fields of literature, language, or writing studies, history, theater and dance, art history, women, 
gender & sexuality studies, digital humanities, communication & media studies, political science, sociology, 
psychology, and ethnic studies. We also welcome proposals (for individual papers or panels) from disciplines 
and professional programs such as biology, economics, nursing, kinesiology, education, mathematics, or 
computer science.    

Abstracts from undergraduate and graduate researchers, creative writers, artists, and performers are also 
welcome, as are proposals for non-traditional panel formats. Papers that adopt interdisciplinary perspectives 
and employ diverse theoretical vantage points are encouraged. Bi-lingual papers or papers in Spanish are also 
welcome and encouraged. Individual presentations should be limited to 15 minutes. The virtual symposium 
will be open to the public. We will be hosting a virtual poster “room” for social science research. 

 



 

Possible topics include:  

Progress & Public Life  
--artistic histories of the Gulf region: texts, music, sculpture, murals/paintings, films, etc  
--public spaces in the Gulf 
--political histories of activism, community building, or public mobilization in the region 
 
Health, Medicine and Access 
--histories or analysis of public health initiatives in the region 
--health disparities and histories of access  
--best practices for maintaining access and equity 
 
Local and Transnational Language 
--bilingual education across the region 
--heritage languages and relationships 
--regional idioms, dialects, and language traditions  
 
Coastlines and Borders 
--histories/literature of immigration and colonization 
--depictions of fluidity, crossing, and exchange in the Gulf 
--regional heroines and heroes  
 
Aquaculture and Futurity 
--local fish farming, sustainability, and research methods 
--cultures organized around aquaculture and water resources 
--economic development in the Gulf: ports, oil fields, ranches, waterways, farms, etc.   
 
Environmental Conservation 
--protection and conservation of waterways, wetlands, and agriculture 
--wildlife management 
--cultures of recreation  
 
Literary Histories of Futurity 
--historical perspectives from past communities in crisis 
--theoretical perspectives on futurity, progress, and community 
--utopian visions that respond to communities in crisis 
 
Gulf Politics and Looking Ahead 
--local and state politics for equity and justice 
--political organizing and its possibilities 
--local histories of the carceral state 
 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. José Rodríguez (UTRGV) will be giving a public keynote on Thursday, April 14, and 
will also be hosting a creative writing workshop for faculty and students.  
 



 
 

To apply, please submit: 
- A 500-word abstract describing the project’s argument, critical context, and significance. Please include your 

name, contact information, and paper title with the abstract. 
- An up-to-date CV 

- A brief biography (200-300 words) 
 

Where to submit: 
Abstracts, CVs, and bios should be submitted via email to: 

TAMUCCGraduateSymposium@gmail.com 
Any questions may also be directed to this address. 

 
Deadline for Abstracts: Friday, Feb. 18, 2022 
Abstract Workshop: Friday, January 28, 2022 

 
Acceptances will be sent out early March. 

 


