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Traditional Thesis Format
The abstract is the gateway to your thesis and should provide a complete snapshot of your work. The text of the Abstract starts two double spaces below the preliminary lines and is double-spaced. The same margin settings and fonts as used in the thesis text should be used. The first line of the abstract may or may not be indented and should be based on the guidelines of your discipline and in consultation with your chair. Likewise, the design of your abstract should be based on guidelines of your discipline and in consultation with your chair.
	Note: For the entire submission – whenever there are differences in format and layout between the specifications of the University template/guidelines and the style guide utilized by the discipline, the template/guidelines of the University overrule the discipline’s style. The differences are most likely to occur in the front matter and not in the body of the text or the references/bibliography. 
Hint: For your entire document, go the paragraph tab on the ribbon and ensure that spacing is set to 0 (not blank or automatic) for both “before” and “after.” Otherwise, the spacing of your document will be off in specific areas in the front matter (and throughout the document). Spacing issues in the front matter are a common issue that trigger a return for corrections upon submission. 
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DEDICATION

The dedication page is optional and follows the Abstract. The title DEDICATION is capitalized and centered at the top of the page, followed by two double spaces. Use the same margins and font style and size as used in the body of the document. 
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The acknowledgements page is optional and follows the dedication page. The title ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS is capitalized and centered at the top of the page, followed by two double spaces. Use the same margins and font style and size as used in the body of the document. 
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Content begins here. Whether this chapter or any others use subheadings to indicate a chapter or section titles should be consistent with your discipline, the style guide (if any) identified by your program, and as determined in consultation with your thesis chair. 
To update the Table of Contents with new chapters, subheadings, and page numbers, hover over the Table of Contents and right click. Select the option Update Field and then Update Entire Table. To ensure your table of contents is double spaced, highlight all text and right click. Select Paragraph and set line spacing to double. Students should ensure they are using the style guide preferred by their discipline (e.g., APA, MLA, Chicago) within the body of the thesis and for all tables, charts, references, etc. 
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	Subheading titles are included here for illustrative purposes related to the Table of Contents. 


CHAPTER III 
	The number of chapters is determined in consultation with the thesis chair and in accordance with program requirements.  


REFERENCES
The references must be double-spaced throughout. The list should be complete, accurate, and consistent. Apart from double spacing, utilize the format dictated by your discipline.
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