‘1’ UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
qr MEETING MINUTES
January 28,2026, 11:04 -11:58 A.M.

_ )\\k Zoom Meeting

Attendees:

Lori Podolsky, Denise Lara, Bozhen Liu, Kevin Loeffler, Miguel Moreno, Fereshteh Billiot
Michael Sollitto, Susan La Torre, Jenny Vela, Crystal Trevino, Denise Lara, Felix Omoruyi, Kasey
Arredondo

Guests:
Cassandra Sanchez, Lei Vincent, Sam Robinson, Katherine Roberto,

Voting Members:

Lori Podolsky, Co-chair, Faculty Advisory Council’s Academic Affairs Committee
Judy Metcalf, Co-chair, Undergraduate Council

Felix Omoruyi, Faculty Advisory Council’s Academic Affairs Committee
Denise Lara, Faculty Advisory Council’s Academic Affairs Committee
Dimitrios Koutmos, Faculty Advisory Council’s Academic Affairs Committee
Bozhen Liu, Faculty Advisory Council’s Academic Affairs Committee

Kevin Loeffler, Faculty Advisory Council’s Academic Affairs Committee
Miguel Moreno, Faculty Advisory Council’s Academic Affairs Committee
Fereshteh Billiot, Graduate Council

Michael Sollitto, Graduate Council

Tina Ybarra, Undergraduate Council

1. Callto Order - Lori Podolsky
o Quorum was confirmed and meeting was called to order at 11:04 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes
a. December 11,2025
e Approval motioned by Bozhen Liu and seconded by Felix Omoruyi
e Motion carried with no objections or abstentions.

3. Catalog Changes*
a. College of Business
¢ The committee voted on the following for College of Business;
- Program Change: Business Analytics and Information Systems, BBA
e Adding an online modality
e Committee voted unanimously to approve the change with no discussion
needed.

b. College of Engineering and Computer Science
e The committee voted on the following course additions for the College of
Engineering and Computer Science;
- IEEN 4351 Operational Excellence Level I, IEEN 5351 Operational Excellence
Level I
- Committee voted unanimously to approve the additions with no discussion
needed.

c. College of Liberal Arts



The committee voted on the following program change for the College of Liberal
Arts;
- Social Work, Minor

e Being deleted due to low enrollment
Committee voted unanimously to approve the change with no discussion
needed.

d. College of Science

The committee voted on 12 course additions, 4 course changes, and 5 program
changes.

A significant portion of the discussion centered on a new course (BIMS 4086) for
biomedical sciences students, with questions raised about its impact on
transcripts and whether it should be required. The committee was able to clarify
that it is a credit-zero course used for program evaluation purposes, with no
impact on student transcripts or grades, though it is required for graduation.
GULF 4496 Direct Independent Study raised numerous questions from the
committees as little detail was specified in the syllabus. The committee decided
to table the discussion as the syllabus needed more detailed information about
instructional methods, content, and scheduling.

Committee agreed to exclude Gulf 4496 from voting.

All other COS items were put to vote and unanimously approved.

e. School of Arts, Media, & Communication

f. Other

The committee voted on 1 course addition, and 4 program changes for the
School of Arts, Media, & Communication

Committee voted unanimously to approve the 5 items with no discussion
needed.

Committee moved to approve additions to the Core Curriculum Program;

- Adding HIST 2327 & HIST 2328 to the American History component and
adding BUSI 1301 to the Language, Philosophy, and Culture component.

- Tabled BUSI approval

Miguel Moreno expressed concerns about the lack of emphasis on language,

communication, philosophy, and culture in the current syllabus for BUSI 1301

Fundamentals of Business Thought.

Katherine Roberto explained that while these elements are covered in the

course, they are not explicitly detailed in the standardized syllabus to allow for

faculty flexibility. Dr. Roberto agreed to update the learning objectives and

homework section to better reflect these components.

The group also discussed the rarity of incorporating humanities into business

courses, with Dr. Roberto noting that it is becoming increasingly important for

accreditation.

Voting was tabled for the February meeting to allow Dr. Roberto to make

the changes discussed.

g. Expedited Items

Lori mentions the expedited items are listed for the committee to view but
voting is not required.

4. Upcoming Meetings
a. Spring Dates

2/25,3/25,4/22,5/27



5. Adjourn
o Motion to adjourn was made by Denise Lara and seconded by Felix Omoruyi.
o Meeting adjourned at 11:58 a.m.

* Indicates an attachment



Business

Program Changes

Business Analytics and
Information Systems, BBA

Adding an online modality

Engineering and Computer Science

Course Additions
IEEN 4351
IEEN 5351

Liberal Arts

Program Changes
Social Work, Minor

Science

Course Additions
BIMS 4086
BIOL 4320
BIOL 4421
GULF 3301
GULF 4496
BIOL 5421
DASC 5396
DASC 6302
DASC 6304
DASC 6307
DASC 6308
DASC 6323

Course Changes
BIOL 4346 (4446)

BIOL 5346 (5446)

BIOL 5405 (5412)

FAMA 5320 (5315)

Operational Excellence Level |
Operational Excellence Level |

Minor being deleted, low enrollment

University Biomedical Exit Test (UBET)
Diseases of Aquatic Organisms
Wetland Ecology & Management
Introduction to Gulf Studies

Directed Independent Study

Wetland Ecology & Management
Directed Independent Study

Data Science and Predictive Analytics
Bayesian Interference in Data Science
Machine Learning in Data Science
Numerical Methods for Data Science

System Analysis and Multivariate Statistics

Ecology of the Tropics

Ecology of the Tropics

Ecology of Lakes & Rivers

Diseases of Aquatic Organisms

Course number, title, description, pre-req changes
and removing lab component

Course number, title, description changes and
removing lab component

Course number, title, description and workload
changes

Course number, title, description, co-req changes
and removing lab component



Program Changes

Atmospheric Sciences, BS Program description changes, updating footnotes and geammatical errors, and adding a
sentence about electives

Biology, BS Updating track information and adding/removing courses

Biology, Minor Adding a course to a list of courses that cannot be taken for the minor

Biomedical Sciences, BS Adding/removing courses, course sequencing changes, and putting the forensic science
option on hold

Fast Track Biology, BS to Adding/removing courses

Biology, MS

School of Arts, Media & Communication

Course Addition
THEA 4377 Sound Design for the Theatre

Program Changes

Music, BA Program requirements, adding/removing courses, and course sequencing updates
Music, BM with EC-12 Teacher  Adding/removing courses and course sequencing updates

Certification

Performance (Instrumental), BM Adding/removing courses and course sequencing updates

Performance (Voice), BM Program requirements, adding/removing courses, and course sequencing updates

Other
Program Changes

Core Curriculum Program Adding HIST 2327 & HIST 2328 to the American History component and adding BUSI 1301 to
the Language, Philosophy, and Culture component



Expedited Review

EC

CEEN 4310
IEEN 3324
GSEN 6367
GSEN 6395

SN

BIOL 3403

BIOL 3410

BIOL 4439

BIOL 5439

ATSC 4318
ATSC 4335
ATSC 4496
BIOL 3304

BIOL 4302

BIOL 4329

BIOL 4334

BIOL 4405

BIOL 4408

BIOL 4609

ESCI14335

BIOL 5308

BIOL 5334

BIOL 5427

BIOL 5609

FAMA 5329

Water Resources Engineering
Human Systems Interface
Geospatial Artificial Intelligence
Geospatial Engineering Seminar

Molecular Biology

Cell Biology

Case Work Methods in Forensic Anthropology
Case Work Methods in Forensic Anthropology
Broadcast Meteorology Practicum

Climate and Climate Variability

Directed Independent Study

Ancestry, Race, Sex & Gender in Forensic Anthropology
Coral Reef Conservation

Fisheries Techniques

Biology and Ecology of Coral Reefs

Ecology of Lakes & Rivers

Diversity & Ecology of the Microscopic World
Field and Sampling Techniques

Climate and Climate Variability

Biogeography

Biology and Ecology of Coral Reefs

Coastal Ecology of Texas

Field and Sampling Techniques

Fisheries Techniques

Pre-req changes

Course description and pre-reg/co-req changes
Course title and description changes

Course title change

Course delete

Course delete

Course delete

Course delete

Pre-req changes

Course description and pre-req changes
Add Independent Study schedule type
Temporarily inactive

Temporarily inactive

Workload and contact hours changes
Temporarily inactive

Course title, description, and pre-req changes
Course title and pre-req changes
Temporarily inactive

Course description and pre-req changes
Course description change

Temporarily inactive

Temporarily inactive

Temporarily inactive

Workload and contact hours changes



