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* Planned visits:
Visiting Research Scholar.
* Wichita State University.
 Catdlica Porto (Portugal).

Sprlng * research agenda: Employee salary satisfaction; MLB
2025 - umpire labor supply.

FDL e Advance research, student engagement & service at
TAMU-CC.

 Strengthen institutional partnerships.

e Support South Texas Economic Development Center
(STEDC)’s mission in regional economic development.



FDL activities

WICHITA STATE
UNIVERSITY

CEDBR

Center for Economic Development
and Business Research

BARTON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
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Helping Here

;‘3 vty | SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC

W CORPUS | b rVELOPMENT CENTER

Conference on Teaching and
Research in Economic Education

(CTREE) (@) s

ASSOCIATION

University of Texas at Austin, TX: Residence + Connected
with Texas Music Office & TxDOT

Wichita State University: Residence + Research
Collaboration + Engaged with CEDBR (56-year-old
economic development center)

STEDC work with local, state stakeholders. Set up STEDC
team of 4 PhD economists.

2 research presentations at leading national/international
conferences. One with an undergraduate student.

Highlight of my career (TxDOT maritime grant scorer) >$9B.

Generated multiple economic impact studies & presented
to Boards, City Council and other decision makers.

AEA Conference on Teaching and Research in Economic
Education (CTREE)

Networking + Collaborations



UT AUSTIN

Met with department chair, senior faculty,
and admin folks.

Attended research seminars (labor
economics & public policy).

Built foundation for future collaborations
Connected with TxDOT Maritime Division.
Met Director of Texas Music Office -
interest in STEDC music/tourism research.

'| Texas
Department
of Transportation




Undergraduate Student Coauthored Project

* Project: 'Gender Gap in Adolescent Bullying in the U.S. and the Role of
Immigrant Status.’

» Used national data; detailed study on the complete picture of bullying.

* Presented at Midwest Economics Association (Kansas City, Mar 2025).

* Manuscript: journal submission stage.

« Student: Internship at Port of CC — full-time job; graduating Dec 2025

 First-time undergraduate collaboration — mentorship success.



LR s [

==

T

’ § ey,
ANy




ST S, AR A NY
R é
,7" r
o | - FE L

>3 COASTAL BEND

. A.é.,’ =

- : K 4 Tl
4 r ‘ ’ r “ .
S Music /) b
S INDUSTRY SYMPOSIU z : e

§ &5 .

O‘)‘, " v

Coastal Bend Music Industry Symposium, Economic
mpact of Live Music Panel, Moderator->

Ak

gsJ UEHEY | SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC
N\ Cifkisti | DEVELOPMENT CENTER



89th
ive Session

TxDOT
Legislat

T
\ & e\ M\w\\%\ﬁv&&\ /

T /
i
m\: i iyt

f 1 Wit

)

iy
J I
Wi \ i %\ (I
i /
i \V e i
G A
il i
i i
iy i
4y il {A will APEHY
b L
/
f AT
i

{
[ ) R )
) i
il \
\ ) R I. i il _R »N.:
(HH] YHHHH
e
- \ H.lhw HHH K H
i
|,
‘We\ \ ity
I
1!

i

i
e
(]

il
i
i
. ‘\u&\f_ Q\R\\\:. i /
\\ \\ / I 3%::: i
i) \- !

)

7 \\.._
f

iy

i

i
i

j
)
/)

1,
0

s
i
i
b
I
il
ﬁ$$*%?
\\\\% i
iy

i

N A
il ..\&“‘“}\ it .Q m&\ \\N\
g A /i
7 %
! I
1l . TR
i)

[ \\
E\\? .s,\.\.s.
i
i
ety
ihin ety
1 Sgi\\.
4 i
g

1
Y
i
1

/

NN

i

..\:

i
i

)
!

)
)
i
i} \\‘
W )

i
l

>§.~_§Em\....\\._\.e..\ i

.\\w\.\.

i

Wil
il

.\\
f

/

/
[
5!

W

i

T
i
|

i

\d

” k {H

A

N

W
(]

m

i

i

lJ

T
D
]

......\.i.‘...

§

15
4

.....
i

"1,

i
(]
Wity

)

il
]

ol
bt B

HAHHH
(HHH
i

..
(HHH
J

T

S-

it
L

il
“.-ns .._. 4
i

]

T

i
N

1
/]

@.:_.-.\

it

y
Iy
J

il
i i

i

|
}
HARANHARHN] il
il
i
T
ﬁ

....
.._.._.“.“..H.,._.,._.\“
{1}

i
i

1

AT

AT

I

)
/
)

I
i
i
i
il

!

M

/)
()

iy

it

I W
e
HHHHHA

il
it

i

\.
i
:\“.e %_ it | 1f

.q..ss:.\q
A

i

MM}
i

]
tih

i
(HNH}
il

(HH]

]

1N () 1

i
Wity

! ::

i)

IHHHNH]

)
i

(HHIH]
A
i

SR
i

g
1,

il

)
i
%?ii

] %

1 1,
[ty
i i i

i HHHA A

(A
IR

! |
,“. ]

!

D
i
[ s\\.. 0
i
i :\\\\\1

IHHH)

INHHE)

.is.:.i
i
I
i i
I
[

y ms

; m\&i\s\f
) 1F
i
Gt ;

Ly

I

) \s\.\\,‘e\ hirh !
) iy f
i \

i
x\w&t.

L
/
il .\\
i
\.\.-\\\\Eﬁ\\ ~“~.~
i )
(4 i

i
&
\ i I
(Y e.“\: I
T
i
Iy
i |
i
A
Wi i | i
(HHNHHHHH N B
e \.E
1,
! ittty
/ ()
h . ] Ai..i..e.e.
/ INNHA
Wit | il
/ i

g
(}
{/

/
i

“pigey
IN]

Wi

IHHHN
i
i
iy
Wity
N |
iy
it iy
I

..
\.e I
I
)

Y

(A
1),
il

Y

]
\\::
i

NHHIH

s.

I
I
i
hih
it
i
(KEHN]
(RN
(HHH]
(INHH)
i
1)
iy

ii!

)

]
._\\ :Q
(A
iy
A

h!

N

il

i
il
Wiy
AR
il

ili
i
| \\..
)
I
Wi
Y
i
i
i
il
)
|

(I

(HHHN
(NN}
jijty
(H)
:ﬁ i
‘# ()
]

|

]
s

HNNHBHA
i__ﬁ.i

)
:_“e._s
il
il
‘_‘g\_\
i
LN

i)
@..s“_,s
) |
i

f \%
i

HH)
\\\
A
I
i
il
i
E

h N
i
,\.\_..%\. NI
1 z.._.,,\,.\...\....\.
it

h

1

il

ilitt
i
i

(N

f
W
il

i
1t
i
Wit

I .\S /i

B

g.i._\
/

It
i _-\
il
Oy

s“‘...@__.\:
H
Il
A

]

i
i

Wi

s

TR
i
A
A
iy
Y
(A
\bwws
hhhhh)

l
i I 1
_.s,._s
il

|
1
I

i
i..‘ it w \3
Il

i
i
i_%

1]
it

/i
1
]
I

|
l
|

INNHAH
i
Iy
[
I )
I
)

..
i
il
iy
i

i
i
}i [} .} :3 i
it |

T

i il

{
i
HHHH
HIHHHNHE
e
i
HHHHAE
. i/
INNHHA
i
It _
(W'
I
[}
i
I

|
-.

|
il

HHE
IHHHAE
??..: |

THENKRAR)

;33.
it
i
P T
SER, %\1\\ it [ |
i
i
f i
il

/

% i
(D
I

ission Plan
ing

ts

\-‘¢~\\-Q NN
i e\‘\‘\\\\ : \\.\\...%.\..\\\._ i
il \\\\\3\1 i
(. HHNEHET
) .\\%\.\%\s i f _..“_\,._\%
. (HAHHN) K] )
i HHH
T ) ‘_\_R.\?e..:..__.
—— S e
G e e
£
=
92
R
oo
RES
. x T 0
888
g8
S
=]

ittee
isi

1ISI1oN

- TXDOT Maritime,
TxDOT Maritime

Texas Port M
Austin, TX

(PMP) Scor
Comm
- PortV

Div

y £

|

n.h.UR
= o
O
25
mc
=
MN
=
=5
s
5e
1=
=)

TEXAS AsM
UNIVERSITY
CORPUS
CHRISTI

{

=

4



UT AUSTIN

10



Wichita State University

Collaborated with co-author.

Completed manuscript: 'The Familiar Road: Examining WICHITA STATE
Colleague Relationships and Frequent Business UNIVERSITY
Traveler Performance.’

Presented at Academy of Management Annual CED BR

Meeting (Copenhagen, Jul 2025). Center for Economic Development
_ _ and Business Research
Engaged with CEDBR (56-year-old economic

EARTON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
development center).

Met Director Dr. Bekah Selby-Leech = insights on
operations, partnerships, funding.



Center For Economic Development And
Business Research

THE CENTERS

/

~» Center for International Business Advancement | CIBA
€ Center for Management Development | CMD Suite &

e
= Center for Economic Development and Business 4
€ Kansas Council on Economic Education | KCEE |

| CEDBR

Center for Economic Education | Foor 3,
Center for Real Estate | Floor 3, Room 3085
nstitute for the Study of Economic
och Global Trading Center | Floor 7. Roc

Bekah Selby-Leach > Andrea Wilson >

Director, Center for Economic
Development and Business Research

Manager Communications and
Marketing

bekah.selby@wichita.edu andrea.wilson@wichita.edu

(316) 978-3290 316-978-3225



Highlight of my

career!

TXDOT maritime
Service

=

Texas
Department
of Transportation

* 1 of 5 members of the 89th
Legislative Session TxDOT
Maritime Texas Port Mission Plan
(PMP) Scoring Committee.

* Evaluated 125+ projects totaling
more than $9.5B

* Helped allocate $1B in maritime
grants.

* Work spanned 4 months (10+ visits

to Texas Ports).

13



TxDOT Maritime Division

=t

Connecting you with Texas.
I Texas Department of Transportation

89th Legislative Session Texas Port Mission Plan Project
Scoring Committee

; o

Lisette Mason Nikki Kantelis me!
TxDOT Maritime Division Texas Tech - Rawls College =7 Business
Port Project Manager Faculty Director

Energy Commercz Program

B PN

Rl han

Margaret Kidd Robert Dubois Dr. Deniz Gevrek
University of Houston Lamar University Texas A&M Corpus Christi
Program Director Executive Director Professor of Economiics
Supply Chain & Logistics Technology | Center for Advances in Port Mana
oaveity | SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT CENTER



South Texas Economic Development Center

Team of 4 Ph.D. economists. Sponsored research.
Expanded applied research & community engagement. IMPLAN

many high-impact studies (House of Rock, Rally CU, ArtWalk, TAMU—-CC Impact, Port of
CC, Diocese, Nueces County Family Reunification, Hooks Baseball, Flour Bluff ISD
Bonds). Publication potential...

Attended events, networking with community, 8am-8pm days norm.

Presented governing boards: TIRZ#3, Rally Credit Union, & Downtown Management
District, City Council amplifying TAMU-CC’s community and economic engagement.

Moderated Coastal Bend Music Symposium panel (Feb 2025).
New Director of STEDC (Jun 1, 2025).

e
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WY UnrvERsITY
AW CORPUSS

CHRISTIL

SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC
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INDUSTRY
SYMPOSIUM

MODERATOR: DR. DENIZ GEVRIK
A \;.1,
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2022-2024 Economic
Impact of

and
Whataburger Field
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BY SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CENTER




Economic Impact Studies

2024

ST T pconamie

\'
W CORPUS CHRISTT |mpact
TAMU-CC CONTR;D TO EAC:\{D%E?:: £y TAMU-CC LEVERAGED TA M U - c c

/ - '3.62 .

: DOLLAR OF
OF TEXAS’ GROWTH IN : IN ECONOMIC IMPACT APPROPRIATED FUNDS
HIGHER EDUCATION ACROSS TEXAS COMMUNITIES

= et - > gk
THE UNIVERSITY’S
CONTRIBUTION TO ADDITIONAL
LIFETIME EARNINGS OF
TEXAS RESIDENTS

REPORT UPDATED IN AUGUST 2024 BY THE SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CENTER AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-CORPUS CHRISTI.
LEARN MORE AT STEDC.TAMUCC.EDU.
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1 Rockit's Whiskey Bar & Saloon | Live

10

Music | $1 Pizza Slices | Pop-Up Bar

House of Rock | Twisted Tea Music Stage &
Patio Party | Pop-Up Vendors | Pop-Up Bar

Starr St. Showdown - DesireArts | Live
Graffiti | Breakdancing | Pop-up Vendors

.r-.ﬂ (=
fleRAla

Starr St. East | Pop-Up Vendors

Market | Food Ti LleT; Express

The Point of CC | Corona Pre
& Patio Party

nier Mus

Pop-Up Vendors | Local Art

Cassidy’s Irish Pub | Miller Lite and Coors
Light Music Stage & Patio Party | Pop-Up
Vendors by Weird Corpus

Street Food Block Party | Local Street
Food Favorites | DJ

S Chaparral St. | Live Music | Pop-Up
Vendors | DMD Info Booth

La Playa by the Bay | Shiner Light Blonde
Music Stage & Patio Party | Pop-Up Bar | Pop-
Up Vendors

PARK PARTIES

Artesian Park Party | Pop-Up Vendors | Food
Trucks | Music by DJ Eric

FRI

WALI(

A3 Art Museum of South Texas (AMST) | FREE

14

15

IDAY 2.

Water St.

Starr St.

EVENTS & LIVE MUSIC

Admission | NEW Monthly Art Exhibition

B.U.S. | Full Bar & Food | Pop-Up Ven
by CC Dog Mama | Live Music

Peace of Mind Massage & Natural
Pop-Up Vendors

ymic

1
Produce Bar Co. | Local A

Live Music

128

19

20

ArtCastle Printing & Imagin
Paintings by Local Artists

m & Bar |

ISM & RECREATIQNAI

Executive Surf Club | Full Menu & Bar | Pop-Up
Vendors by Water St. Market | Live Music Y ST

RETRO | Family Fr|eré y | Full M
Arcade | Live Mus:cT

The Exchange | Full Menu & Bar | Live Music

20/20 Vintage | Locally-Owned Vintage
Boutique | DJ | Pop-Up Vendors

DOWNTOWN'S
MARINA ARTS

DISTRICT
y

The Artisan Stage | DJ & Live Music | Pop-Up
Vendors | Local Creators Showcase

The Art Center of CC | NEW Art Exhibits
Monthlv | FREE Admission | Gallery 41
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FIRST FRIDAY Kd

WALK

EVENTS & LIVE MUSIC

y Bar & Saloon | Live Art Museum of South Texas (AMST) | FREE
Slices | Pop-Up Bar Admission | NEW Monthly Art Exhibition
Twisted Tea Music Stage &
p-Up Vendors | Pop-Up Bar

B.U.S. | Full Bar & Food | Pop-Up Vendors
by CC Dog Mama | Live Music

own - DesireArts | Live
hncing | Pop-up Vendors Peace of Mind Massage & Natural Healing |
Pop-Up Vendors | Live Music

aallo o ol b A

giy | Vintage Threads | Buy-Sell-

DMD Board Presentation
April 2025

Economic & Social
Impact of Artwalk

sic by Joe Greene . The Annex | Craft Cocktails

\o‘N n

d The POYNT

OF GoRFUS CHRISTI

s
corp¥



v COWI»’ibutionsE:‘i“e Souith Texas For
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v Jobs Supporteg:

¥ Tax Revenue: $121.3M
4 Conuibutionslothc:orws(m:tisr sector:  $110.6M

v Contributions to the rea oo $593M
v Contributions to the manuf gsector  $16.7M
% RALLY

A

— R
e P | ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTE
2 C .




Economic
Impact of
House of Rock

& Live Music
Events

“ TEXAS A&

N ”c“o"ﬁ“pn; SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC
N Ginistt | DEVELOPMENT CENTER



2025 FDL Accomplishments & Impact
(Short Term)

* 2 manuscripts (undergraduate student coauthor) + 1 new.

* Both presented at national/international conferences.

* In process for journal submission.
* Enhanced TAMU—-CC’s visibility in academic circles.
* STEDC research informs state and regional policy decisions.

* Elevated COB and TAMU—-CC as trusted partners in applied
economic research.




Long Run Accomplishments: 2018 FDL

* 3 prestigious peer-reviewed publications:

* “Explaining the Gender Test Score Gap in Mathematics: The Role of Gender
Inequality,” Economics of Education Review, 2020. (with Dr Gevrek)

* “A Tale of Five Salary Raises and Schadenfreude Effect: Different Approaches
to Salary Raises and Employee Satisfaction.” Applied Economic Letters,

2020. (with Drs Hudgins & Spencer)

* “The Relationship between Early-Life Conditions in the Home Country and
Adult Outcomes among Child Immigrants in the United States” Economics and
Human Biology, 2022 (with Drs Guven & Gevrek)

* presented at 3 world-class R1 universities, passed 2 IRB reviews. These
accomplishments exceeded my initial proposed work for the FDL.



Impact of
FDL

* Positive impact on my research,

teaching, professional

development and networking.

* Time to reflect and reca

e Laser focus on Researc
Servicel

ibrate

N, Pro dey,



Shift in Focus

« Could not travel to Catolica Porto due to health issues

« Maintained collaboration with colleagues in Portugal

« Began new research project (in development, Fall 2025)
» Leave remained highly productive



Advice: taking leave or applying for FDL

* Never give up!

* Take up a visiting professor residence at another institution (plan ahead).

* Seize the opportunity for research, professional development & service
to others. R R X

* Apply for travel grants (international travel grant). @@

* Be flexible with changing plans...pivot & conquer. .;

+ Contact me @ i
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