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Computer Science Advisory Board
Spring 2020 Meeting
Via WebEx
April 24, 2020
11:00-2:00 pm

Attendees:

Board members: Moe Afram, Christopher Medrano, Jonathan Lyons, Douglas Miller, Juan Perez, Norman Veit, Chris Wells, Lisa
Wisner

Faculty: Dr. Scott King, Dr. Dulal Kar, Dr. Saman Desilva, Dr. Longzhuang Li, Dr. Mamta Yadav, Dr. L.D. Chen, Agatha Owora,
Christine Allman

1. Introductions/Agenda
2. Hello and Welcome form Dr. L.D. Chen

3.  Dr. Scott King gave overview of Computing Science Department

e  Role of the Advisory Board for Department

e  Department Mission Statement was discussed and agreed that it needed to be changed. Tabled for a
department meeting to create a new draft.

e Recruiting from middle school

e Making more appealing to females

4. Dr. Dulal Kar gave overview of BS program in Computer Science

e Asked for input on courses for all majors. Healthy discussion. Project management came up a lot, which
will be covered in our new COSC 3373 — Software Project Management course. Most other suggestions
were related to electives.

. Discussion on fundamental systems programming options

e  Name changes of degrees & curriculums

e  Discussion about splitting program for Cyber & Information Systems

e  Capstone & Internships

e  Present the Program Educational Objectives for approval by advisory board.

o Very healthy discussion in chat on assessing the PEOs and individual courses. The difficulty of
assessing PEOs was discussed and no conclusion on an effective method was determined.

o  There was a large discussion on whether entrepreneurship should be added to the PEOs. We
discussed that this also came up with faculty and that the faculty decided against as we felt there
was a very small percentage of students that were interested in this. The board decided to not
add but was very split.

o  The board voted 8-0 to approved the PEOs as is

e  Presented the new student outcomes (1-6) that were approved by faculty for discussion and approval by
advisory board

o It was explained that these are set by ABET and we can add to them if desired. After a short
discussion, the board voted 8-0 to approve the student outcomes as is.

e  The board discussed whether the Information Systems and CSIF options should be split out into their own
degree.

o  Ahealthy discussion on what to name it, the top candidates were Information technology,
information systems, and Computer Information Systems. With CIS the most popular choice.

o  Splitting CSIF option into a separate Cybersecurity BS was very popular with the board and they
recommended this




e  COBOL as a separate course was discussed. The prior advisory board was in favor of keeping this course,
but the new board was not. Even though there are some very high paying jobs in COBOL programing, those
are for experienced programmers and 1 course would not qualify someone for it. Also felt that COBOL
could be picked up on your own relatively easy, so the course is recommended for removal.

e  Wediscussed how to better prepare students for careers. Most suggested that they cover many things in
onboarding to deal with this and there wasn’t anything specific that was recommended. They did like our
professional skills courses and think they should continue.

e  Wediscussed about having more industry involvement with capstone courses and whether is should be
changed to a two-course sequence.

o  The larger companies were not as interested in being involved in capstone due to logistics in
getting a project of value. Since these companies currently don’t have issues hiring our students,
they didn’t feel the need to use capstones as a recruiting tool.

o  The smaller companies had more interest.

o Keeping it as one course was recommended.

e Internships was discussed. Most of the companies are already involved in internships and there was some
interest in some new partnering.

5. Dr. Saman DeSilva gave overview of the BS in Computer Science, Concentration: Cyber & Infrastructure

e Discussion of Cybersecurity
o The board had a lot of suggestions on what should be covered and new courses. Much of what
they suggested was in curriculum. Other suggestion will have to wait for more faculty in cyber.
e Name Change of Degree- BS in Cybersecurity
o  They name cybersecurity was preferred by the board.
e Discussion on Cyber security internships
o Discussion was very similar to general internships.

We were running late at this point and Moe Afram and Norman Veit left at this point
6. Dr. Longzhuang Li gave overview of Graduate Program
e  Discussed the changes that have been made in program
o  The board was mostly interested in BS students and didn’t have much to add. Since we were

running late the discussion was also muted.

7. Dr. Scott King Closing Remarks & Meeting Adjourned at 2:30



