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TEKS:  

6.11 Measurement and data, the student applies mathematical process standards to 

use co-ordinate geometry to identify locations on a plane. The student is expected 

to  

(A) graph points in all four quadrants using ordered pair of rational 

numbers. 

Brief Summary: The book narrates the story of Rene Descartes, a French mathematician 

and philosopher, and how he invented a cartesian plane when he was watching a fly on 

the ceiling and wondered how to best describe the fly’s location and decided that one of 

the corners of the ceiling could be used as a reference. 

 

Materials needed: 

• Worksheets of Cartesian Plane Problems 

 

Suggested Activity:  

1. Show video to introduce topic 

2. Give PowerPoint presentation: 

A. Brief background on Rene Descartes 

B. Explain how to describe a fly's location on a ceiling using a corner as 

reference 

C. Introduce Cartesian coordinate plane and its properties 

3. Distribute worksheets with Cartesian plane: 

A. One shows location of a fly 

B. One shows geometric figures 

4. Have students work on worksheets to identify: 

A. The coordinates of the fly 

B. The coordinates of the vertices of the geometric figures 



5. Review the worksheets and answers as a class when finished 

6. Address any remaining student questions about the Cartesian coordinate plane 
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