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D: Hazing
	The following is a summary of Chapter 37, subchapter F. (§§ 37.151-157) of the Texas 

Education Code, which prohibits hazing in Texas public or private high schools. Texas 
Education Code § 51.936 applies Ch. 37’s prohibition on hazing to institutions of higher 
education. This summary of Chapter 37 is provided as required by § 51.936(d).

Hazing is a criminal violation under Texas law. A person may be found guilty of crimi-
nal conduct for hazing, encouraging hazing, permitting hazing, or having knowledge of the 
planning of hazing incidents and failing to report in writing his/her knowledge to the Dean 
of Students or other appropriate official of the institution.

Failing to report hazing is a Class B misdemeanor, as is hazing that does not result in 
serious bodily injury. Hazing that results in serious bodily injury is a Class A misdemeanor. 
Hazing resulting in death is a state jail felony. An organization found guilty of hazing may 
be fined $5,000 to $10,000 or, for an incident causing personal injury or property damage, 
an amount double the loss or expenses incurred because of the hazing incident.

It is not a defense to prosecution that the person hazed consented to the hazing activity.
Any person reporting a specific hazing incident to the Dean of Students or other appropriate 
institutional official is immune from civil and criminal liability unless the report is in bad 
faith or malicious.

This state law does not limit or affect an educational institution’s right to enforce its 
own penalties against hazing.

The Education Code defines hazing as “any intentional, knowing, or reckless act, occur-
ring on or off the campus of an educational institution, by one person alone or acting with 
others, directed against a student, that endangers the mental or physical health or safety of 
a student for the purpose of pledging, being initiated into, affiliating with, holding office 
in, or maintaining membership in an organization.” The statute contains a list of conduct 
which constitutes hazing.

 I-ADAPT - I-ADAPT (Islander’s Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Team) is com-
mitted to promoting healthy choices among the A&M-Corpus Christi campus community 
in order to reduce the negative consequences of alcohol and drug use/abuse. For more 
information, call 825-2612.

 National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness - Each year, I-ADAPT plans a variety of in-
teractive and educational events during the month of October in conjunction with National 
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week. Call 825-2703 for more information.

 University Police Department - The University Police Department educates the Uni-
versity community about drug and alcohol issues as well as enforces local, state and federal 
law. For more information, call 825-4444.

 Annual Security Report - This report includes statistics for the previous three years con-
cerning reported crimes that occurred on campus; in certain off-campus buildings or property 
owned or controlled by A&M-Corpus Christi; and on public property within, or immediately 
adjacent to and accessible from, the campus. The report also includes institutional policies 
concerning campus security, such as policies concerning sexual assault, and other matters. 
Obtain a copy of this report by contacting the University Police Department 825-4444 or by 
accessing the following web site: http://falcon.tamucc.edu/~police/UPD/statis.htm.
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